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King  Axes 

Women’s  Commission 


By  Jil  Clark 

“No  man  should  be  selecting 
priorities  for  a  women’s  commis¬ 
sion.  A  women’s  commission 
should  and  always  has  chosen  its 
own  priorities,’’  declared  Sheila 
Clemon-Karp  in  the  wake  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Governor  Edward 
King’s  peremptory  firing  of  the 
entire  Governor’s  Commission  on 
the  Status  of  Women  (CSW),  of 
which  Clemon-Karp  was  vice¬ 
chairwoman.  In  reaction  to  the 
firing,  the  forty  ousted  commis¬ 
sioners  have  charged  that  King  is 
not  committed  to  programs  for 
women  and  is  intolerant  of  any 
criticism  from  within  his  own 
administration. 

Last  Wednesday,  Mar.  28,  after 
reviewing  the  first  budget  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  King,  the  CSW,  following 
customary  practice,  sent  the  gov¬ 
ernor  a  letter  evaluating  the 
budget  with  respect  to  its  impact 
on  women.  In  that  letter,  the  com¬ 
mission  criticized  King’s  elimina¬ 
tion  of  the  cost-of-living  increases 
to  welfare  families  receiving  Aid 
to  Families  with  Dependent  Chil¬ 
dren  (AFDC)  assistance.  (The  vast 
majority  of  these  families  are 
headed  by  women).  Although 
CSW’s  letter  lauded  his  efforts  to 
clean  up  welfare  fraud,  it  faulted 
King  for  his  opposition  to  Medi¬ 
caid-funded  abortions,  rejection 
of  sliding-fee  day  care,  failure  to 
fund  a  training  program  for  dis¬ 
placed  homemakers,  and  what  it 
termed  his  inadequate  funding  of 
home  care  for  the  elderly. 

On  Friday,  King  informed 
chairwoman  Margaret  Merry  of 
his  decision  to  reorganize  the  com¬ 
mission  and  replace  its  forty 
members  with  a  new,  twenty-five 
member  commission  which  he  will 
name.  According  to  commis¬ 
sioners,  he  wrote  this  letter  within 
twenty  minutes  of  receiving 
CSW’s  criticism. 

King  Called  Intolerant 

Many  commissioners  have  ac¬ 
cused  King  of  abolishing  the  pre¬ 
sent  commission  because  of  what 
State  Senator  Sharon  Pollard 


termed  “his  inability  to  deal  with 
any  form  of  criticism.” 

At  a  press  conference  held  this 
week,  Representative  Mel  King  of 
Boston’s  South  End  delivered  the 
following  condemnation  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  King:  “The  governor  made 
it  into  office  by  campaigning 
against  the  niggers.  A?nd  people 
should  understand  who  the 
niggers  are.  It’s  the  elderly  one 
week.  Then  it’s  those  on  public 
assistance.  Now  he  sees  women  as 
niggers,  and  he’s  trying  to  do 
them  in  .  .  .  There  are  the  seeds  of 
fascism  in  this  governor  and  his 
approach  to  governing.  .  .” 

Ousted  chairwoman  Merry  de¬ 
clared,  “the  action  once  again 
highlights  that  there  is  no  place 
for  dissent  in  this  administration 
and  no  willingness  to  hear  any 
point  of  view  which  differs  from 
the  governor’s.” 

Merry  told  GCN  that  during 
Dukakis’  tenure  as  governor, 
CSW  had  often  criticized  his  bud¬ 
get.  “But,”  she  said,  recalling 
CSW’s  negative  response  to  his 
first  budget  which  sought  to  cut 
human  services  in  many  areas, 
“he  surely  did  not  fire  all  of  its 
members  for  their  criticism.” 

Other  commissioners  acknow¬ 
ledged  King’s  legal  prerogative  to 
reorganize  the  commission,  but, 
like  Merry,  they  objected  to  the 
governor’s  motives  and  methods 
of  doing  so. 

One  former  commissioner  com¬ 
mented  that  King’s  move  to  re¬ 
organize  the  commission  im¬ 
mediately  after  its  criticism  of  his 
welfare  program  “was  politically 
inastute  at  the  least ...  he  created 
martyrs  where  there  was  no  need 
to  do  so.” 

She  was  referring  to  the  fact 
that,  without  resorting  to  the 
firing,  King  could  have  replaced 
one  third  of  the  commissioners, 
who  serve  three-year,  unpaid 
terms,  each  September.  Had  he 
opted  for  that  course.  King 
appointees  would  have  completely 
replaced  Dukakis’  appointees  by 
late  1981. 

Continued  on  Page  6 


Gay  Man  Wins  Beating  Case 


NEW  HAVEN,  CT  —  A  New 
Haven  man  has  been  awarded 
$6,000  by  a  federal  jury  as  a  result 
of  a  suit  charging  that  he  was 
beaten  by  police  officers  in  1973. 

On  Jan.  27,  1973,  Peter  Fifis 
was  alone  in  his  car,  parked  near 
New  Haven’s  Long  Wharf  The¬ 
ater,  when  he  was  approached  by 
police.  He  was  frightened  and  ran 
from  his  car,  pursued  by  police 
officers,  who  caught  up  with  him 
at  a  nearby  gas  station.  An  at¬ 
tendant  at  the  filling  station  testi¬ 
fied  that  when  Fifis  was  appre¬ 
hended,  the  officers  beat  him  up. 
As  a  result,  he  was  hospitalized 
for  five  days  with  a  fractured 
skull. 

Franklin  Robinson,  a  doctor 
who  examined  Fifis  at  Yale-New 
Haven  Hospital,  testified  in  court 
that  his  injuries  were  so  severe 
that  he  could  have  died.  Police 
officers,  however, 'denied  that 
they  used  any  unnecessary  force, 
claiming  they  did  only  what  was 
needed  to  apprehend  and  subdue 
a  fleeing  suspect.  One  source  told 
GCN,  “The  police  tried  to  explain 
that  the  injuries  were  incurred 
while  the  victim  was  resisting  ar¬ 
rest.  For  example,  the  skull  was 
fractured  when  the  victim  hit  his 


head  on  the  cruiser’s  roof  when 
(they)  were  trying  to  put  him  in  (it) 

J  » 

Fifis  was  placed  under  arrest 
and  charged  with  public  indecen¬ 
cy,  resisting  arrest,  and  second- 
degree  assault  on  a  police  officer. 
The  charges  were  eventually  re¬ 
duced  to  one  charge  of  disorderly 
conduct,  and  he  was  fined  $25. 

'According  to  Fifis’  attorney, 
John  R.  Williams,  the  decision  to 
award  his  client  $6,000  has  put 
police  on  notice  that  they  cannot 
harass  suspected  homosexuals. 
“The  beating  in  this  case  was 
sickening,”  said  Williams.  “Just 
because  people  are  a  little  dif¬ 
ferent,  that’s  no  excuse  to  beat 
them  up  —  and  juries  won’t  stand 
for  it  any  more.” 

Of  the  four  police  officers 
against  whom  the  damage  award 
was  assessed,  two,  Michael 
Sweeney  and  Michael  Giovanni, 
are  still  employed  by  the  Police 
Department  in  the  City  of  New 
Haven.  George  Mazzacane  now 
works  as  a  security  guard  at  Yale 
University,  and  Frank  DeGrande, 
the  fourth  officer,  is  now  em¬ 
ployed  as  an  investigator  in  the 
Connecticut  public  _  defender 
system. 


HEALTH 


Conn.  Senate 

Votes  Yes 
on  SB  705 


Women  Decide  o£Cfoi»(o*l«?S 


Evangelist  Fights  TV  Cancellation 


Tulisano  explained  that  the  bill 
Continued  on  Page  6 


HARTFORD,  CT  —  The  Con¬ 
necticut  Senate  voted  19-17  on 
Apr.  4  to  approve  SB  705,  the 
measure  known  as  the  “Sexual 
Status  Bill.”  Senators  also  voted, 
25-11,  to  approve  an  amendment 
which  serves  to  clarify  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  “sexual  status.” 

The  bill  was  heard  by  the  Joint 
Judiciary  Committee  on  March  8, 
at  which  time  Rep.  John  A.  Ber¬ 
man  introduced  an  amendment 
which  he  said  was  intended  to  pro¬ 
tect  any  kind  of  private  behavior 
between  consenting  adults,  there¬ 
by  prohibiting  discrimination 
based  on  any  sexual  status  —  not 
just  homosexuality.  The  bill,  as 
amended,  was  passed,  10-8,  by  the 
Committee  and  sent  on  to  the 
Senate. 

Chances  for  the  measure’s  suc¬ 
cess  brightened  considerably,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Connecticut  Gay 
Task  Force,  with  the  elimination 
of  the  term  “sexual  orientation,” 
which  was  replaced  by  the  word¬ 
ing  of  Berman’s  amendment.  The 
Task  Force  feels  that  the  new 
term,  “sexual  status,”  has  caused 
several  former  opponents  of  the 
bill,  among  them  the  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  Richard 
Tulisano,  to  change  their  votes. 
According  to  the  Task  Force,  SB 
705  “is  seen  by  some  as  really  just 
a  logical  extension  of  the  1969 
Privacy  Act,  which  repealed  Con¬ 
necticut’s  sodomy  laws:  behavior 
which  is  not  criminal  should  not 
be  allowed  to  be  a  basis  for  dis¬ 
crimination.” 


Last  Saturday,  over  3000  Bostonians,  mostly  women,  joined  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  around  the  world  demanding  reproductive  rights 
for  women.  Chanting  and  shouting  their  anger  at  the  denial  of  abortion^, 
at  forced  sterilization,  and  at  other  abuses  of  women,  they  wound 
through  the  streets  of  the  city,  from  Roxbury  through  the  financial 
district  to  the  Boston  Common.  Where  the  march  ended,  the  rally  began, 
with  an  expression  of  international  solidarity  proferred  by  a  visiting 
Iranian  woman.  Other  women  spoke  about  the  violation  of  reproductive 
rights  from  their  perspectives  as  health  or  religious  professionals,  or  as 
labor  or  community  organizers.  The  New  Women’s  Chorus,  a  radical 
feminist  group,  sang,  and  La  Triba,  a  percussion  band,  played  for 
dancing  women. 


By  Dan  Daniel 

DALLAS,  TX  —  Evangelist 
preacher  James  Robison,  whose 
television  program  was  cancelled 
by  WFAA-TV  as  a  result  of  his 
comments  about  homosexuality 
(GCN,  Vol.  6,  No.  34),  has  re¬ 
tained  an  attorney  and  vowed  to 
fight  long  and  hard  to  return  to 
the  airwaves. 

According  to  Dave  Lane, 
WFAA  Station  Manager,  “The 
James  Robison  Crusade  has  hired 
legal  counsel”  to  attempt  to  gain 
the  reinstatement  of  the  program. 
The  attorney  is  Richard  Haynes, 
who  recently  gained  a  certain 
amount  of  notoriety  for  his  de¬ 
fense  of  Fort  Worth  millionaire  T. 
Cullen  Davis  in  a  widely  pub¬ 
licized  “murder-for-hire”  trial. 

Haynes  is  seeking  a  hearing  be¬ 
fore  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  (FCC),  where  he 
hopes  to  question  the  applicability 
of  the  Fairness  Doctrine  in  this 
particular  instance,  and  possibly 
to  redefine  the  very  nature  of  the 
doctrine.  If  he  fails  to  obtain  a 
hearing,  or  if  the  FCC  upholds  the 
WFAA  decision,  he  says  he  will 
encourage  the  evangelist  to  sue  the 
television  station  for  reinstate¬ 
ment  of  the  program.  Robison’s 
broadcast  is  aired  on  85  stations 
nationwide,  and  Dallas  was  the 
only  one  to  cancel  it. 

Due  to  the  threat  of  possible 
litigation,  Lane  told  GCN  he  had 
been  advised  by  counsel  to  avoid 
discussion  of  the  specifics  of  the 
case,  but  he  did  say,  “We’ve  re¬ 
ceived  about  3500  cards  and 
letters,  and  the  percentage  is  run¬ 
ning  about  40  to  1  in  opposition  to 
the  station’s  position.” 

Lane  says  that  WFAA  does  not 
shrink  from  dealing  with  contro¬ 


versial  subjects  in  its  broadcasts; 
they  have  presented  programs 
dealing  with  such  issues  as  abor¬ 
tion  and  euthanasia,  for  example, 
but  there  are  news,  public  affairs, 
and  documentary  programs  where 
all  aspects  of  a  particular  issue 
may  be  dealt  with  adequately. 
“We  don’t  mind  the  contro¬ 
versy,”  said  Lane,  “but  when  you 
don’t  have  a  chance  to  develop 
(the  issue),  you  run  up  against  the 
Fairness  Doctrine.” 

Robison’s  program,  according 
to  a  report  in  the  New  York 
Times,  has  been  cancelled  and  re¬ 
instated  in  the  past  “because  of 
scathing  remarks  about  homosex¬ 
uals.”  Lane  told  GCN  that  Robi¬ 
son  had  been  previously  advised 
to  tone  down  his  criticism  of  gay 
people,  but  on  Feb.  25,  he  at¬ 
tacked  the  Agave  Church  of  Fort 
Worth,  which  has  a  gay  congrega¬ 
tion. 

“He  really  cut  deep,”  said 
Floyd  Baker,  of  the  Dallas  Gay 
Political  Caucus.  “He  left  the 
biblical  theme  and  tried  to  asso¬ 
ciate  us  with  anything  that  is  neg¬ 
ative  in  any  society,  and  that  is 
slanderous.”  It  was  the  Caucus 
which  protested  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Fairness  Doctrine,  an 
action  which  resulted  in  WFAA’s 
granting  them  15  minutes  for  re¬ 
sponse. 

Considering  the  history  of  the 
Fairness  Doctrine,  Robison’s 
chances  for  a  successful  challenge 
would  appear  slim.  As  part  of  the 
Communications  Act  of  1934,  and 
therefore  an  Act  of  Congress,  the 
challenge  would  have  to  come  in 
the  courts.  Several  years  ago,  a 
similar  case  was  fought  all  the  way 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  That  was 
known  as  the  Red  Lion  case,  in¬ 
volving  another  fundamentalist 


preacher,  Billy  James  Hargis,  who 
was  charged  with  making  a  per¬ 
sonal  attack  upon  someone  in  the 
course  of  one  of  his  sermons.  The 
person  demanded  protection 
under  the  Fairness  Doctrine,  and 
was  denied  time  to  respond  by  the 
radio  station  which  had  aired  the 
broadcast.  A  lawsuit  ensued,  and 
the  case  went  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  held  that  the  station 
must  provide  time  for  the  person 
to  respond.  Lane  speculates  that 
this  precedent  will  be  cited  in 
Robison’s  case. 

After  consultation  with  attor¬ 
neys,  the  management  of  WFAA 
determined  that  Robison’s  re¬ 
marks  had  gone  beyond  religion 
and  into  the  area  of  political 
proselytizing,  a  situation  which 
could,  had  it  continued,  have 
forced  the  station  into  committing 
itself  to  allowing  time,  on  an  on¬ 
going  basis,  for  gay  groups  or  in¬ 
dividuals  to  respond  to  Robison’s 
remarks. 

Robison,  quoted  in  the  New 
York  Times,  said,  “When  pres¬ 
sure  silences  the  preacher  and 
frightens  the  broadcaster  so  that 
strong  moral  statements  from  the 
Bible  cannot  be  made  on  the  air¬ 
waves,  then  we  as  Americans  have 
a  serious  problem.”  Haynes 
agreed  with  that  premise,  saying, 
“From  the  standpoint  of  a  mini¬ 
ster,  if  the.  minister  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Bible  says  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  a  sin,  then  it  would  be 
the  minister’s  obligation  to  treat 
that  as  a  moral  issue.” 

Floyd  Baker,  however,  feels 
that  Robison’s  remarks  were  in¬ 
accurate  and  injurious  to  gay 
people.  “Basically,”  he  said,  “he 
left  the  Bible  and  tried  to  bring  up 
all  the  myths  that  we  have  been 
trying  to  eliminate.” 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“I  hate  being  busted.  I  never  intended  to  take  on 
a  government.  I’m  pretty  short.  But  if  a  country  is 
going  to  throw  you  out,  they  can’t  just  bust  you  one 
morning  in  your  bedroom  slippers.  That's  just  not  the 
way  it’s  done.- They  have  to  write  a  note  and  send 
someone  around  to  deliver  it.” 

—  Lesbian/feminist  Kate  Millett,  discussing 
her  arrest  by  Iran’s  Khomeini  government 
and  her  subsequent  deportation. 


candidates  support  sodomy  repeal 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Several  City  Council 
candidates,  including  incumbent  John  Ray,  came  out 
in  support  of  repealing  this  city’s  sodomy  law.  The. 
statements  of  support  came  during  a  forum  on  gay 
rights  organized  by  several  groups  including  the  Gay 
Activists  Alliance. 

‘‘What  two  or  three  consenting  adults  do  behind 
closed  doors  is  their  own  business,”  Ray  told  the 
audience.  “I  don’t  want  any  policeman  spying 
through  my  door  to  see  what  I’m  doing.” 

Four  other  candidates  for  the  at-large  council 
seat  vacated  in  January  by  Mayor  Marion  Barry  made 
similar  statements  of  support.  They  are  Hector  Rodri¬ 
guez,  Jackson  Champion,  Warren  Hemphill,  Jr.,  and 
Frances  Goldman.  Richard  Blanks,  Sr.,  took  a  differ¬ 
ing  view. 

The  special  election  to  fill  the  vacancy  will  be 
May  1.  Until  that  time  John  Ray  has  been  appointed 
by  the  Democratic  State  Committee  to  fill  Barry’s 
seat. 


a  gay  marvin  case 

LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  Randall  Jones,  a  31-year- 
old  man  who  claims  he  did  housekeeping  for  the  late 
actor  James  Daly  and  was  his  lover  for  two  years,  has 
filed  a  $1  million  claim  against  the  actor’s  estimated 
$2  million  estate.  In  the  claim  filed  in  Superior  Court, 
Jones  sought  status  as  a  creditor  against  Daly’s 
estate  after  the  actor’s  sister  and  business  manager, 
acting  as  co-executors,  refused  his  claim. 

Jones  contends  that  Daly  asked  him  to  move 
into  his  apartment  in  Marina  Del  Ray  in  March  of  1976 
where  they  lived  together  until  Daly  died  on  July  3, 
1978. 

Daly’s  will,  written  in  1963,  left  his  estate  to  his 
four  children  and  his  ex-wife,  whom  he  had  divorced 
12  years  ago. 


an  army  of  lovers 

BOSTON  —  A  new  film  by  West  German  film¬ 
maker  Rosa  von  Praunheim,  An  Army  of  Lovers,  will 
be  shown  for  the  first  time  in  New  England  in  sneak 
preview  performances  on  Monday,  April  9.  There  will 
be  two  showings  only,  at  8  and  10  p.m.,  at  the  South 
Station  Cinema,  23  South  Street,  in  Boston.  The  film 
has  been  donated  for  showing  by  the  filmmaker,  and 
all  proceeds  from  the  two  screenings  will  be  turned 
over  to  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD),  a  legal  defense  group  for  the  whole  gay  com¬ 
munity,  and  to  Fag  Rag,  a  struggling  radical  journal 
now  in  its  seventh  year. 

An  Army  of  Lovers  is  a  collage  documentary, 
similar  in  style  to  von  Praunheim’s  earlier  work,  It’s 
Not  the  Homosexual . . .,  but  smoother,  less  cynical, 
and  more  consistently  radical  in  its  message.  In 
addition  to  sexual  tableaux,  the  film  documents 
marches,  meetings,  lifestyles  and  interviews  which 
deal  with  radical  feminism,  gay  youth  and  gay  elders, 
man/boy  love,  and  radical  faggot  liberation.  The  film’s 
“characters”  include  Tennessee  Williams,  Christo¬ 
pher  Isherwood,  Harry  Hay,  Sarah  Montgomery  and 
others. 


forum  on  the  future 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Boston  National 
Organization  for  Women  will  present  “A  Forum  on 
the  Future”  on  April  28  and  29.  Highlighting  the  event 
will  be  a  videotape  of  a  forum  held  in  New  York  City 
on  Sept.  16, 1978,  where  14  leading  spokespersons  of  , 
the  women’s  movement  gathered  to  discuss  the 
future  of  women.  Topics  include  the  emergence  of 
the  “new”  right,  the  uncertain  outlook  for  the  ERA, 
and  the  role  of  lesbians  and  third  world  women  in 
society  and  in  the  movement. 

Videotaped  speakers  include  Ti-Grace  Atkinson, 
Diane  Feeley,  Gloria  Steinem,  Arlie  Scott,  Robin 
Morgan,  Flo  Kennedy  and  others.  The  program  will 
begin  at  1  p.m.  both  days  at  77  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  in  Room  10-250  (on  the  campus  of  MIT).  A 
donation  of  $3.00  is  requested,  and  tickets  are  avail¬ 
able  now.  For  further  information,  call  the  NOW 
office  at  (617)  661-6015.  The  program  is  presented 
under  the  aegis  of  the  MIT  Association  of  Women 
Students,  in  a  spring  celebration  of  womanhood. 


navy  spurns  village  people 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA  —  The  U.S.  Navy  has  decided 
not  to  use  a  disco  tune  by  the  Village  People  in  its 
recruiting  drives. 

Rights  to  the  song,  "In  the  Navy,”  were  relin¬ 
quished  to  the  Navy  in  return  for  permission  for  the 
Village  People  to  videotape  a  television  commercial 
for  the  record  aboard  the  frigate  Reasoner  in  San 
Diego  harbor  last  month. 

According  to  Lt.  Cmdr.  Fred  Gorell  of  the  Navy’s 
Los  Angeles  information  office,  Washington  officials 
decided  not  to  use  the  song  on  the  basis  of 
“budgetary  and  coordinating  requirements.”  Navy 
officials  deny  that  their  decision  had  any  connection 
to  the  reputation  of  the  Village  People  as  a  group  with 
a  large  gay  following. 


leopard  keeps  spots 

BOSTON  —  A  25-year-old  South  Boston  man 
was  arrested  by  Boston  Police  on  March  27  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  March  3  “Warriors”  attack  that  left  a 
21-year-old  hitchhiker  burned  and  beaten  in  South 
Boston.  A  warrant  charging  Frederick  O’Brien  of 
West  Ninth  Street  with  one  count  of  assault  and  bat¬ 
tery  and  one  count  of  assault  and  battery  with  a  dan¬ 
gerous  weapon  was  issued  from  South  Boston  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  and  the  suspect  was  immediately  arrested 
and  held  on  $10,000  bail. 

O’Brien  is  one  of  three  South  Boston  men  who 
were  indicted  in  the  infamous  “Cobblestone  Killing” 
in  Boston’s  Bay  Village  on  March  30,  1975.  In  that 
case,  O’Brien  was  accused  of  smashing  a  cement 
block  over  the  head  of  20-year-old  Juan  Claudio  Pas- 
cacio  as  he  was  leaving  Jacques  lounge.  He  was  ac¬ 
quitted  on  first-degree  murder  charges  in  1976  in  Suf¬ 
folk  Superior  Court. 

In  the  “Warriors”  attack,  O’Brien  and  two  associ¬ 
ates  are  said  to  have  picked  up  21-year-old  Charles 
Eltringham  of  Wilmington  as  he  was  hitchhiking  on 
Route  2.  He  was  beaten,  tortured,  burned  with  cigar¬ 
ettes  and  repeatedly  stabbed  before  he  was  able  to 
escape. 


gay  rights  under  the  law 

BOSTON  — ■  Beginning  Sunday,  April  8,  radio  sta¬ 
tion  WROR  (98.5  FM)  will  present  a  seven-part  series 
entitled  “Gay  Rights  Under  the  Law.”  The  15-minute 
programs  will  be  aired  on  seven  consecutive  Sundays 
at  10  p.m.,  on  WROR’s  “Mass  Communication”  pro¬ 
gram,  hosted  by  Don  Latulippe. 

Guests  will  include  attorneys  Barbara  Price  and 
Mary  Dunlap,  Frank  Kameny,  Bruce  Voeller,  and 
others.  Topics  for  discussion  will  be  enforcement  of 
gay  rights  laws,  writing  gay  rights  ordinances,  les¬ 
bian  child  custody,  gays  in  the  military,  and  others. 

The  debut  program  in  the  series  will  feature 
Margot  Karle  of  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  Fund  who 
will  be  discussing  gay  prisoners. 


in  search  of  scripts 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
(GTA)  is  seeking  play  scripts  for  its  Directory  of  Gay 
Plays.  GTA  is  an  association  formed  last  year  to 
foster  and  promote  the  development  of  gay  theatre 
by  uniting  and  representing  all  regions  of  the  country 
(as  well  as  other  nations)  in  a  communications  net-, 
work,  providing  resources  and  information  to  theatre 
companies,  playwrights,  producers  and  all  indi¬ 
viduals  interested  in  gay  theatre. 

The  Directory  of  Gay  Plays  will  be-a  compre¬ 
hensive  listing  of  plays  about  gay  people.  Each  list¬ 
ing  will  contain  the  title,  playwright,  character  and 
set  requirements,  a  short  description  of  the  plot, 
where  the  play  was  first  produced,  contacts  for 
rights,  and  other  information.  The  Directory  is 
scheduled  for  publication  in  the  summer  of  1979. 

Playwrights  who  wish  to  have  their  work  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Directory  of  Gay  Plays  should  send  a 
copy  of  their  script(s)  to:  Terry  Helbing,  51  West 
Fourth  Street,  Room  300,  New  York,  NY  10012. 


halfway  house 

BOSTON  —  Last  March,  the  Homophile  Alcohol 
Treatment  Service  (HATS)  established  a  community 
advisory  board,  which  is  presently  planning  a  halfway 
house  for  lesbian  and  gay  alcoholics,  services  for 
deaf  gay  alcoholics,  and  the  formation  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Gay  Council  on  Alcoholism,  along  with 
fundraising,  promotional  and  grantwriting  activities. 
In  order  to  develop  a  halfway  house,  HATS  is  required 
to  involve  more  people  in  the  planning  and  implemen¬ 
tation  of  its  projects.  Those  who  can  help  secure 
housing,  write  grants,  develop  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
gramming,  plan  staffing  or  negotiate  local,  state  and 
federal  support  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  next  ad¬ 
visory  board  meeting  on  April  11  at  6  p.m.,  at  HATS, 
80  Boylston  St.,  Suite  842,  Boston,  MA. 


new  boston  disco? 

BOSTON  —  A  public  hearing  was  held  on  March 
29  by  the  Boston  Licensing  Board  on  the  application 
of  Boston  Enterprises,  Inc.,  to  establish  a  disco¬ 
theque  at  the  location  of  the  former  “Paul’s  Mall”  at 
733  Boylston  Street,  Copley  Square.  The  proposed 
manager  of  the  new  establishment  was  listed  as  Jack 
Rubin,  former  manager  of  Sporters  in  Boston  and  The 
Townhouse  in  Provincetown,  presently  with  the  Para¬ 
dise  Cafe  in  Cambridge.  Michael  Campbell,  Dennis 
Moreau  and  David  Garrick  were  among  the  officers  of 
the  new  corporation. 

The  applicants  were  represented  at  the  hearing 
by  Atty.  Robert  M.  Bonin,  former  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Superior  Court. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  and  the  Neighborhood  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  Back  Bay  opposed  the  application  on 
the  grounds  of  increased  traffic  and  congestion  in 
the  area.  Frank,  however,  said  he  and  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  association  would  approve  of  a  non-disco¬ 
theque  club,  possibly  with  an  earlier  closing  hour. 
The  Licensing  Board  took  the  application  under  ad¬ 
visement. 


lambda  seeks  exec,  director 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund,  Inc.,  a  not-for-profit,  tax-exempt 
corporation  authorized  to  practice  law  by  New  York 
State  and  organized  to  achieve  recognition  of  the 
civil  rights  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  is  seeking  an 
Executive  Director. 

Duties  include  the  overall  administration,  fund¬ 
raising  and  development  of  Lambda,  supervision  of 
office  operations,  initial  screening  of  potential  cli¬ 
ents  and  monitoring  potential  and  pending  litigation 
in  conjunction  with  General  Counsel,  acting  as  chief 
liaison  with  other  organizations,  institutions  and  the 
public,  and  sitting  as  ex-officio  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  and  all  Board  committees.  The  Director 
is  involved  with  meeting  the  ongoing  needs  for  com¬ 
munication  within  and  outside  the  organization,  pub¬ 
licizing  Lambda’s  availability  and  ability  to  undertake 
litigation,  expanding  the  pool  of  legal  and  non-legal 
volunteers,  developing  funding  sources  and  events, 
providing  educational  forums  and  stimulating  public 
discussion  of  lesbian/gay  issues  and  increasing  the 
organization’s  visibility  and  base  of  support  on  a 
national  level. 

The  salary  is  $12,000  +  per  year.  A  two-year  com¬ 
mitment  and  a  law  school  degree  are  preferred. 
Please  submit  resume  and  writing  sample  by  April  15 
to  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  22 
East  40th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10016. 


newcomer’s  service  opens 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  professional  service 
specially  designed  for  gay  men  new  to  San  Francisco 
has  recently  opened,  begun  by  Peter  Carleton  and 
Bob  Reps  after  researching  the  needs  of  newcomers. 
Newcomer’s  Service  offers  individual  counseling, 
workshops,  and  a  packet  containing  comprehensive 
resource  information.  A  pre-move  pamphlet  called  Be 
Prepared  for  San  Francisco  is  also  available  for  $1 
(postage  and  handling).  Write  P.O.  Box  31668,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131.  For  local  inquiries,  call  New¬ 
comer’s  Service  at  (415)  648-5948  or  (415)  221-3333 
x468. 


GR Activity  „  * 

BOSTON  — '  GRAC  is  back.  The  Gay  Recrea¬ 
tional  Activities  Committee,  Inc.,  begun  as  an  in¬ 
formal  group  several  years  ago,  has  reorganized,  in¬ 
corporated  itself,  and  has  recently  announced  a 
series  of  upcoming  events  billed  as  a  “Spring  Affair.” 

On  Friday,  April  13,  GRAC  will  present  a  50/50 
raffle  and  a  surprise  Easter  raffle  at  the  1270,  from  9 
p.m.  to  1  a.m.  On  Saturday,  April  14,  they  will  sponsor 
an  “Old-Fashioned  Easter 'Bazaar”  at  the  Old  West 
Church  from  3-7  p.m.,  complete  with  baked  goods,  a 
white  elephant  table,  sales  of  books,  plants  and 
more.  From  8  p.m.  to  1  a.m.,  they  move  to  Sporters  for 
more  raffles.  On  Sunday,  April  15,  GRAC  presents 
“The  ETKfer  Tea  Dance  Connection”  at  the  Eagle, 
from  4-8  p.m.,  with  an  admission  price  of  50<t,  featur¬ 
ing  a  buffet,  a  rabbit  raffle,  and  lots  otsurprises.  On 
Monday,  April  16,  they  will  present  a  champagne 
reception  at  the  Paradise  Cafe  in  Cambridge  to  honor 
Ann  Maguire,  Barney  Frank,  Robin  MacCormack,  Mel 
King  and  Dave  Ryder.  For  $1  you  can  have  cham¬ 
pagne,  cheese  and  crackers,  raffles,  guest  speakers, 
and  a  "GRAC  surprise.” 

All  proceeds  from  this  series  of  events  will  go 
towards aidingsome  of  the  regular  GRAC  activities, 
which  include  swimming,  volleyball,  basketball! 
bowling,  and  assorted  games  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  For  more  information  about 
“GRACtivities,”  call  the  Gay  Hotline,  Monday-Friday 
(6-12  p.m.),  at  (617)426-9371. 


Gay  Community  News,  April  14,  1979 


•  Page  3 


Hartford  Mayor  Vetoes  Bill 


HARTFORD,  CT  —  Mayor 
George  A.  Athanson  has  vetoed 
legislation  which  would  have  pro¬ 
tected  this  city’s  lesbian  and  gay 
men  from  discrimination  in  sev¬ 
eral  areas,  among  them  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  City  of  Hartford 
and  with  individuals  or  firms  sup¬ 
plying  goods  or  services  to  the 
city. 

Calling  the  bill  “an  illegal  ab¬ 
surdity,”  the  Mayor  exercised  his 
veto  power  after  the  measure  had 
been  approved  by  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil  by  a  vote  of  6-1  on  March  26. 
Two  Council  members  did  not 
vote  at  that  time;  one  was  absent, 
and  one,  according  to  Dick  Berg¬ 
strom,  Athanson ’s  press 
secretary,  “walked  out  to  avoid 
voting  on  it.” 

A  similar  measure  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Council  last  sum¬ 
mer,  while  the  Mayor  was  on  va¬ 
cation.  His  plane,  however,  was 
delayed,  and  he  heard  about  the 
decision  and  vetoed  it  from  his 
hotel  in  New  York.  The  Council 
had  the  opportunity  at  that  time 
to  vote  to  override  the  veto,  but 
evidently  chose  not  to  because  of 
what  the  Hartford  Courant 
termed  “the  pressures  of  last 
year’s  election  campaign.” 

Announcing  his  decision  in  a 
statement  issued  on  Apr.  3, 
Athanson  said  he  felt  the  bill,  as 
worded,  would  be  unenforceable 
and  would  not  survive  its  first 
challenge  in  court.  His  feeling  is 
that  the  bill  “would  be  discrim¬ 
inatory  to  those  putting  their  trust 
in  it.”  The  ordinance  prohibited 


discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
“race,  color,  by  reason  of  being 
an  ex-offender,  age,  national  ori¬ 
gin,  physical  or  mental  handicap, 
religion,  sex,  or  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.”  Sexual  orientation  was  de¬ 
fined  as  “a  person’s  preferred 
mode  of  sexual  behavior,”  exclu¬ 
sive  of  those  covered  elsewhere  in 
Connecticut  statutes  and  defined 
as  crimes. 

Bergstrom  told  GCN,  “The 
Mayor  is  opposed  to  discrimina¬ 
tion  of  any  kind  in  any  way,”  but 
“he  also  has  a  duty  to  make  sure 
that  if  we  pass  something,  it’s 
worthwhile  —  not  a  joke.” 

While  sexual  orientation  was 
defined  in  the  measure,  the  terms 
“ex-offender”  and  “physicatTSr 
mental  handicap”  were  not. 
Athanson’s  fear  is  that  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  such  definition  would 
lead  to  the  employment  of  persons 
whose  character  might  be  con¬ 
sidered  “questionable”  in  such 
areas  as  schools  and  youth 
groups.  He  also  felt  that  the  bill 
would  result  in  infringement  on 
the  right  of  employers  to  hire  the 
persons  of  their  choice. 

Bergstrom  told  GCN  that  the 
City  Council  will  now  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  override  Athanson’s 
veto,  and  that  a  two-thirds  vote 
(six  out  of  nine  Council  members) 
is  required  to  do  so.  Asked  to 
speculate  about  what  would 
happen  next,  Bergstrom  replied, 
“They  will  probably  override  — 
they  have  the  votes,  unless  some¬ 
one  bolts.” 


Gays  and  Law  Enforcement 


By  Hubert  Kennedy 

PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  Captain 
Walter  Clark  of  the  Providence 
Police  Department  proposed  on 
March  28  that  a  series  of  meetings 
be  held  between  ranking  officers 
of  the  Department  and  members 
of  the  gay  community  in  order  to 
overcome  misunderstandings  be¬ 
tween  the  two  groups.  He  made 
this  proposal  at  a  two-hour  forum 
on  “Gays  and  Law  Enforcement” 
attended  by  34  women  and  men. 
The  moderator  was  Lynn  McKin¬ 
ney,  chairperson  of  the  Gay 
Rights  Committee  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Affiliate  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  which  spon¬ 
sored  the  forum. 

Charles  Noice  of  the  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  Affiliate  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  reminded  the  audience 
that  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  re¬ 
quires  gays  to  be  celibate  or  be  in 
violation  of  the  law.  He  also  cited 
recent  cases  of  police  harassment 
and  the  beating  of  a  gay  man  in 
Providence. 

Senator  Stephen  Fortunato  of 
the  Rhode  Island  General  Assem¬ 
bly  noted  that,  while  the  police 
should  be  tire,  greatest  champions 
of  human  rights,  they  do  lack  di¬ 
rection,  since  the  public  has  not 
gone  on  record  as  being  opposed 
to  discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  He  wondered  if 
Captain  Clark  had  changed  his 
views  since  he  testified  against  an 
anti-discrimination  ordinance 
proposed  for  the  City  of  Provi¬ 
dence  last  fall. 

Captain  Clark  responded  by  an¬ 
nouncing  his  continued  opposi¬ 
tion  to  any  ordinance  that  would 
forbid  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation.  (Although 
most  of  those  who  testified  had 
spoken  in  favor  of  the  ordinance, 
the  “sexual  orientation”  clause 
was  dropped  after  it  was  opposed 
in  testimony  by  the  police  and  the 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Providence.) 
He  said  that  he  had  no  problem 
with  gays,  that  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  did  not  discriminate,  and  he 
invited  gays  to  apply  for  a  posi¬ 


tion.  In  reply  to  a  direct  question, 
however,  he  said  that  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  a  person  known  to  be  gay 
would  probably  be  rejected  on 
that  basis. 

Captain  Clark,  who  has  the 
dual  position  of  Administrative 
Assistant  to  the  Chief  of  Police 
and  Department  Inspector;  said 
that  his  objection  to  the  anti- 
discrimination  ordinance  was  due 
to  affirmative  action  policies. 
When  it  was  pointed  out  that 
there  were  no  affirmative  action 
plans  in  the  ordinance,  he  said 
that  quotas  would  be  the  next 
step.  The  question  was  then 
posed:  “If  you  were  convinced 
there  would  be  no  quotas,  would 
you  then  support  the  ordinance?” 
The  Captain  had  no  answer. 

Rev.  Marge  Ragona,  pastor  of 
Providence  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church  pointed  out  a 
number  of  instances  of  police 
harassment  of  members  of  her 
church,  and  asked,  “If  the  police 
can  use  decoys  to  entrap  gay  men, 
why  can’t  they  use  decoys  to 
entrap  the  muggers  who  assault 
the  gays?”  She  also  noted  the 
vicious  circle  whereby  the  police 
complain  that  they  cannot  pro¬ 
secute  muggers  unless  the  victim 
testifies,  while  the  gay  man  is  re¬ 
luctant  to  testify  because  public 
knowledge  of  his  gayness  could 
cost  him  his  job.  It  would  appear 
to  be  the  the  advantage  of  the 
police  to  support  the  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  ordinance. 

As  one  way  to  overcome  mis¬ 
understandings  between  gays  and 
police,  Clark  suggested  a  plan  by 
which  ranking  officers  would  be 
given  “released  time”  to  meet  in  a 
group  of  fifteen  with  a  half  dozen 
gay  people.  Ray  Lariviere  immedi¬ 
ately  suggested  that  the  number  of 
gay  men  also  be  fifteen  in  order  to 
provide  a  better  one-on-one  group 
dynamic.  This  was  not  immediate¬ 
ly  acceptable  to  Clark,  but  the 
general  feeling  seemed  to  be  that 
this  might  be  the  best  way  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  dialogue  begun  by  the 
forum. 


Women  mourn  the  six  black  women  murdered  in  Roxbury  and  the  South 
End  over  the  past  two  months.  Women  pictured  marched  from  Black- 
stone  Park,  Boston  on  Sunday,  April  1. 

Lesbians  and  Gays  in  the  Library 


By  Allen  Young 

Two  Midwestern  libraries  have 
made  a  strong  commitment  to  col¬ 
lecting  materials  relevant  to  gay 
liberation  —  one  specializing  in 
archives,  the  other  in  periodicals. 

The  Socal  Action  Collection  of 
the  Wisconsin  State  Historical 
Society,  in  Madison,  Wisconsin, 
has  invited  members  of  the  gay 
community  to  submit  personal 
and  organization  files  to  their 
permanent  collection.  Sarah 
Cooper,  a  librarian  affiliated  with 
the  gay  liberation  collection,  told 
GCN  that  the  Society  is  anxious  to 
be  “a  home  for  gay  liberation  col¬ 
lections,”  noting  that  the  empha¬ 
sis  of  the  Social  Action  Collection 
is  on  “civil  rights,  the  anti- Viet¬ 
nam  War  movement,  civil  liber¬ 
ties,  and  in  general  alternative  re¬ 
sponses  to  American  life.” 

The  special  collections  depart¬ 
ment  at  Northwestern  University, 
Evanston,  Illinois,  meanwhile, 
has  affirmed  that  “we  have  quite 
a  commitment  to  gay  and  lesbian 
materials,”  according  to  its  cura¬ 
tor,  R.  Russell  Maylone.  “In 
fact,”  Maylone  said,  “we  attempt 
to  order  and  subscribe  to  virtually 
every  periodical  or  journal  pub¬ 
lished  by  or  for  gays  or  lesbians 
which  is  not  simply  devoted  to  en¬ 
tertainment.” 

He  stated  that  “printed  materi¬ 
als”  is  Northwestern’s  main  inter¬ 
est,  and  that  archival  materials, 
such  as  letters,  leaflets,  and  organ¬ 
izational  records,  should  go  to  the 
Wisconsin  State  Historical  Socie¬ 
ty.  “Bluntly  put,”  Maylone  said, 
“I  don’t  think  there’s  a  better 
historical  society  operation  in 
America.  They  have  the  will,  the 
perception  and  perspicacity,  the 


money,  and  the  personnel  to  do  a 
great  many  things  on  top  of  their 
already  formidable  list  of  achieve¬ 
ments.” 

Sarah  Cooper,  in  explaining  the 
functioning  of  the  Social  Action 
Collection,  welcomed  specific  in¬ 
quiries  from  individuals,  offering 
the  following  general 
explanation: 

“Our  library  maintains  a 
complementary  collection  of  peri¬ 
odicals  and  books,  with  particular 
emphasis  on  underground 
newspapers  and  radical  literature. 
When  an  individual  donates 
his/her  papers  to  the  Society, 
printed  material  is  separated  from 
the  collection  and  routed  to  our 
library. 

“The  Society’s  manuscripts 
processing  staff  is  responsible  for 
weeding,  sorting,  organizing,  and 
writing  a  descriptive  register  to 
each  collection  we  receive.  We  do 
have,  a  backlog  of  unprocessed 
collections,  so  that  organizing  of 
new  collections  may  not  necessari¬ 
ly  be  handled  as  soon  as  they  ar¬ 
rive.  However,  the  Society  allows 
researchers  to  use  unprocessed 
collections,  and  a  preliminary  in¬ 
ventory  to  them  is  often  drawn  up 
to  assist  these  researchers  until 
the  formal  processing  is  under¬ 
taken.  We  expect  to  be  getting  a 
special  grant  to  concentrate  on 
processing  .  .  .  collections  for  the 
next  couple  of  years,  which  should 
improve  the  situation. 

“An  individual  or  organization 
may  restrict  access  to  a  collection 
donated  to  the  Society.  The  donor 
may  close  a  collection  completely 
to  research  use  for  a  number  of 
years,  or  more  commonly,  require 
N  Continued  on  Page  7 


Harvard  Law 
Revamps  Policy 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA 
Harvard  Law  School  has  adopted 
a  policy  forbidding  discrimination 
against  homosexuals,  according  to 
an  announcement  from  the  Law 
School’s  Committee  on  Gay  Legal 
Issues.  The  policy  affects  the  ad¬ 
missions  and  placement  offices. 
Any  law  firm  or  other  organiza¬ 
tion  which  discriminates  against 
gay  people  may  not  use  the  Law 
School’s  placement  office  to  con¬ 
tact  and  interview  students.  Also, 
admission  to  the  Law  School  or  its 
graduate  programs  will  not  be  in¬ 
fluenced  by  an  applicant’s  sexual 
orientation. 

The  administration  changed  its 
anti-discrimination  policy  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  requests  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Gay  Legal  Issues,  a  student 
group.  In  addition  to  forbidding 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  or¬ 
ientation,  the  policy  change  also 
bars  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
age,  marital  or  parental  status,  or 
statusasa  Vietnam  era  or  disabled 
veteran.  Previously,  the  Law 
School  had  prohibited 
discrimination  based  on  race, 
color,  creed,  national  origin,  sex, 
or  handicap. 

Other  law  schools  whose  place¬ 
ment  offices  forbid  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation 
include  Yale  and  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity.  New  York  University  has 
banned  the  military  from  its  place¬ 
ment  office  as  a  result  of  its  poli¬ 
cy. 


THE  GAY  CAUCUS  TO  ELECT 
MEL  KING  held  a  fundraiser 
dance  to  benefit  the  Committee  to 
Elect  Mel  King  Mayor  on  April  1 
at  the  Arlington  Street  Church. 
About  200  lesbians  and  gay  men 
attended  the  event. 


Gay  Couple  Sues  Government 


LOS  ANGELES' —  A  suit  has 
< 

been  filed  in  United  States  District 
Court  here  which  seeks  to  force 
the  federal  government  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  legality  of  same-sex  marri¬ 
ages. 

Richard  Adams  and  Anthony 
Sullivan  were  married  on  April  21, 
1975,  in  Boulder,  Colorado. 
Theirs  was  one  in  a  series  of  legal 
same-sex  marriages  performed 
around  the  same  time,  all  in 
Boulder,  by  officials  of  the  United 
Federation  of  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Churches.  They  applied 
for  —  and  were  granted  —  a  mar¬ 
riage  license  from  the  State  of 
Colorado,  County  of  Boulder, 
and,  upon  completion  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony,  were  issued  a 
Certificate  of  Marriage  signed  by 
the  ministers,  two  witnesses,  and 
Adams  and  Sullivan  themselves. 

At  the  time,  Sullivan,  an  Aus¬ 
tralian  citizen,  was  in  the  United 
States  on  a  visa.  Shortly  after  their 
marriage,  Adams  petitioned  the 
U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturaliza¬ 
tion  Service  (INS)  to  grant  Sulli¬ 
van  Preferential  Residential  Alien 
status  as  the  spouse  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  citizen. 

INS  responded  on  Nov.  24, 
1975,  denying  the  petition  on  the 


grounds  that  Sullivan  and  Adams 
had  “failed  to  establish  that  a 
bona  fide  marital  relationship  can 
exist  between  two  faggots.” 

According  to  David  M.  Brown, 
the  attorney  representing  the  cou¬ 
ple,  the  reaction  to  the  INS  deci¬ 
sion  was  “public  and  political  in¬ 
dignation,”  which  led  to  its  with¬ 
drawal. 

On  Dec.  2,  1975,  however,  a  se¬ 
cond  decision  was  issued,  again 
denying  the  petition,  arguing  that 
“one  of  the  parties  to  this  union 
may  function  as  a  female  in  other 
relationships  and  situations,  but 
cannot  function  as  a  wife  by  as¬ 
suming  female  duties  and  obliga¬ 
tions  inherent  in  the  marital  rela¬ 
tionship.  A  union  of  this  sort  was 
never  intended  by  Congress  to 
form  a  basis  of  a  visa  petition.” 

Since  that  time,  the  case  has 
been  moving  through  the  appeals 
process.  The  Board  of  Immigra¬ 
tion  Appeals,  which  is  not  a  part 
of  the  judicial  process,  ruled  on 
Sept.  13,  1978,  to  uphold  the  re¬ 
vised  INS  decision. 

Brown,  who  is  an  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  volunteer  at¬ 
torney  who  also  maintains  a  pri¬ 
vate  practice  in  Los  Angeles,  told 
GCN  that  he  filed  a  suit  in  U.S. 


District  Court  on  March  14,  1979, 
and  that  the  government  has  30 
days  in  which  to  respond.  His  ex¬ 
pectation  is  that  the  government’s 
first  move  will  be  to  file  a  motion 
for  dismissal,  which  would  have 
the  suit  thrown  out  of  court 
before  it  was  heard,  and  which  he 
says  he  will  fight  on  behalf  of 
Adams  and  Sullivan.  They  are 
seeking  a  process  of  judicial  re¬ 
view,  and  Brown  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  this  is  the  first  time  the 
case  has  entered  the  courts. 

(The  Board  of  Immigration  Ap¬ 
peals  is  a  sort  of  “in-house”  pro¬ 
cess  which,  upon  request,  reviews 
the  decisions  handed  down  by 
INS.  If  a  decision  is  upheld  by  the 
Board,  it  may  then  be  taken  into 
the  courts  for  judicial  review  and 
possible  further  legal  action.) 

Brown’s  hope  is  that  this  suit 
will  result  in  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment’s  recognition  of  same-sex 
marriages  and  subsequently  grant 
Anthony  Sullivan  permission  to 
remain  in  this  country  as  the  legal 
spouse  of  Richard  Adams.  Brown 
told  GCN,  “I  think  the  going  in 
the  first  court  level  —  the  district 
court  —  will  be  tough,  but,  frank¬ 
ly,  I  expect  to  win  this  case  at 
some  point.” 
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a  contribution 

Dear  GCN, 

Since  I  instigated  the  Manhattan  Review 
(STH)  ad  which  ran  in  GCN,  which  is  now 
generating  so  much  heat  but  very  little  light,  I 
feel  I  must  make  some  points  clear. 

As  advertising  agency  for  Manhattan  Review, 
I  urged  the  owner-editor  to  place  an  ad.  He 
agreed  to  do  so,  telling  me  in  advance  that  he 
knew  the  money  received  from  the  ad  would  not 
pay  for  it.  But  he  wanted  to  make  a  “contribu¬ 
tion"  to  GCN  —  in  this  case  a  $250  paid-in¬ 
advance  advertisement  —  which  he  did  not  need 
to  buy. 

All  the  breast-beating  and  finger-pointing  by 
those  who  don’t  like  the  ad,  shocks  me.  Are  these 
people  willing  to  support  GCN  with  an  occa¬ 
sional  $250?  All  this  cry  about  “showing  the 
male  body”  disgusts  me,  too.  For  pity’s  sake  — 
look  at  the  ad  —  there  is  nothing  distinguishable 
below  the  chest.  You  can  see  barer  bodies  on  the 
streets  of  Boston  any  day.  Showing  is  less  than 
half  the  torso  —  are  you  assuming  that  the  cow¬ 
boy  doesn’t  have  pants  on?  I’m  not  trying  to 
inflict  my  personal  belief  (that  if  God  had  in¬ 
tended  us  to  wear  clothes,  we’d  have  been  born 
with  them)  on  anyone.  And  I  don’t  think  it’s 
“using  a  body  to  sell  something.”  It’s  purely 
decorative. 

In  short,  what’s  all  this  fuss  about?  You 
people  who  don’t  want  GCN  to  accept  “ads  like 
that”  —  put  your  money  where  your  mouth  is. 
You  people  who  don’t  like  a  “nude  body”  in  an 
ad  —  your  mind  is  in  the  gutter. 

David  M.  Stryker 
Boston,  MA 


coming  full  circle 

Dear  GCN,  , 

I  would  like  to  thank  GCN  for  allowing  itself 
to  be  a  vehicle  for  discussion  and  debate  of 
important  issues  facing  the  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment.  This  is  a  much-needed  service  to  our  com¬ 
munity,  one  that  few  other  papers  have 
provided. 

I  would  also  like  to  clarify  for  your  readers  the 
fact  that  my  thought-piece  “A  Statement  to  the 
Gay  Liberation  Movement  on  the  Issue  of  Man/ 
Boy  Love”  (GCN,  Jan.  6,  1979)  was  a  statement 
of  my  own  personal  point  of  view,  and  in  no  way 
reflected  the  beliefs  or  position  of  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  I  apologize  for  any 
confusion  that  may  have  resulted  from  the  fact 
that  my  affiliation  with  the  CLGR  was  listed  for 
identification  purposes  along  with  the  article. 
For  reasons  unrelated  to  this  misunderstanding,  I 
have  decided  to  resign  as  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Coalition. 

Yours  for  gay  liberation, 

David  Thorstad 
New  York  City 

far  to  go 

Dear  Gay  Community  News, 

This  is  in  response  to  the  letter  by  Marc  Green, 
March  3  issue  (the  other  foot): 

Yes,  Marc  Green  ...  it  is  “just  plain  fair.” 
After  centuries,  eons,  of  being  excluded  by  men 
and  made  to  feel  like  inferior  beings,  wimmin  are 
finally  taking  some  power  in  defining  how  we 
want  to  live;  this  includes,  at  times,  not  wanting 
to  see  or  speak  with  any  man,  or  to  be  in  the 
presence  of  some  of  those  attitudes  which  have 
kept  wimmin  down. 

My  feeling  is  that  the  shoe  will  never  be  on  the 
other  foot  as  long  as  you  harbor  resentment  and 
anger  at  wimmin  saying  “No,  no  morel”,  for  a 
change.  How  can  you  understand  at  all  what 
we’re  trying  to  do  if  you  can’t  step  down  from 
your  male  privilege  which  continues  to  tell  us 
what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it. 

You  say  the  law  is  clear  about  public  places, 
that  they  are  public  for  all  persons.  1  say,  where 
were  you  and  why  weren’t  you  screaming  when 
wimmin  were  kept  powerless  at  home  by  a 
society  which  did  not  consider  equality  necessary 
or  even  an  issue.  Now  you  want  equality,  when  it 
suits  you.  What  nerve. 

What  you  say  reeks  of  the  right  wing  battle 
cry,  “Reverse  discrimination!”.  Do  people  really 
think  that  the  odious  presence  of  discrimination 
is  destroyed  by  the  passage  of  civil  rights  acts,  or 
the  implementation  of  affirmative  action  pro¬ 
grams  or  the  mere  proposal  of  an  equal  rights 
amendment?  Before  the  struggle  has  really 
begun,  people  like  you  turn  around  and  say, 
“that’s  it,  you  have  your  rights,  now  it’s  my  turn 
to  cash  in  again.”  The  laws  are  merely  conces¬ 
sions,  attempts  to  placate  dissatisfaction  and 
dissidence;  it  is  the  way  people  in  power  maintain 
their  grip  and  play  us  like  marionettes  to  their 
own  advantage.  They  do  not  mean  anything  has 
been  won. 

And,  certainly,  when  I  read  your  letter,  I  see 
how  very  much  further  we  all  have  to  go  before 
any  prizes  will  be  handed  out. 

In  struggle, 

Iswomon 
Berkeley,  CA 


curiouser  and 
curiouser 

-Dear  Editors: 

As  a  letter-to-the-editor  addict,  I  want  to  make 
your  mainland  readers  jealous  of  a  pleasure 
denied  to  them  but  indigenous  to  us  in  Hawaii.  I 
have  just  received,  a  couple  days  apart,  the  GCN 
issues  of  3  March  and  31  March,  and  naturally, 
the  latter  first.  In-between  issues  and  a  couple 
prior  ones  are  probably  still  on  a  slow  boat  to 
China  which  may  have  stopover  privileges  here. 
Of  course,  an  occasional  issue  never  gets  off  the 
boat. 

So  you  accepted  an  STH  ad  which  stirred 
hecklers!  I  can’t  wait  to  see  it!  As  an  STH  fan 
who  only  recently  became  acquainted  with  it, 
conjecture  of  what  is  still  to  come  is  intriguing. 

I  want  my  boys  in  pants,  not  dresses,  but  for 
those  who  have  other  interests,  more  power  to 
them.  Regarding  man-boy  love,  one  can  just 
hope  that  the  article  itself,  whenever  it  arrives, 
will  be  as  interesting  as  reader  reactions  to  it 
were. 

GA  Y  COMMUNITY  NEWS  is  great  —  never 
fear  to  face  controversial  subject  matter,  but 
keep  reminding  us  all  that  “united  we  stand; 
divided  we  fall.”  With  the  probable  demise  of 
GAYSWEEK  (no  issue-  received  for  several 
months),  GCN  just  gotta  keep  on  feeding  us 
all  —  boy  lovers,  girl  lovers,  porno  lovers,  lovers 
of  the  geriatric  set,  ad  infinitum. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  HI 

Editor’s  Note:  Gaysweek  is  alive  and  available  in 
New  York. 


a  rag? 

To  the  Editor, 

I  would  like  to  add  my  voice  to  those  of  your 
readers  who  are  offended  by  the  presence  of  the 
advertisement  for  STH.  I  hope  this  is  not  the 
beginning  of  GCA’s  decline.  The  gay  community 
hardly  needs  still  another  rag  to  promote  gay 
bodies  as  commercial  objects  totally  devoid  of 
any  dignity,  to  say  nothing  of  sanctity.  Our 
urban  newsstands  are  blighted  with  a  glut  of 
“gay”  oriented  magazines  and  “journals”  for 
those  who  feel  themselves  uncomfortable  when 
breathing  anything  other  than  sewer  air. 

Likewise  I  would  appreciate  an  end  to  adver¬ 
tisements  for  “adult”  movies  (what  an  ironic 
misnomer)  and  I  hope  never  to  see  the  day  when 
ads  for  brothels,  pardon,  I  believe  the  euphem¬ 
ism  is  “bath”  houses,  appear  in  your  pages. 

Sincerely, 

Rev.  Frederick  L.  Hirshman 
Holy  Spirit  Oratory 
(Evangelical  Catholic) 
Jamaica,  NY 

pat  bond 

Dear  Friends, 

I  want  to  take  a  moment  to  tell  you  that  I 
received  Vol.  6  No.  34  today,  and  have  just 
finished  the  interview  with  Pat  Bond  ...  1 
should  say  I  laughed  and  cried  my  way  through 
the  interview.  We  were  so  fortunate  to  have  had 
her  here  at  the  Gay  Center  Anniversary  Celebra¬ 
tion  in  September  of  last  year.  Your  fine  inter¬ 
view'  really  “is”  Pat  Bond  of  my  remembered 
meeting  her.  The  interview  will  be  up  on  our 
bulletin  board  for  awhile  for  those  who  cannot 
afford  to  buy  it  to  peruse  ...  she  says  it  all  so 
very  well. 

I  want  to  send  greetings  in  these  particularly 
rough  times  post  Proposition-Six-Backlash.  You 
all  deserve  a  rose  for  your  journalism  excellence 
—  and  guts  to  persevere. 

John  A.  Richardson 
The  Book  Mark 
San  Diego,  CA 


DESIGN  DIRECTOR 

Applications  are  now  being  accepted 
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STUDENTS 

Each  summer  GCN  takes  on  several  interns 
in  the  news,  features,  and  art  departments. 
If  you’re  interested,  write  Intern/GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


some  support 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  lifelong  resident  of  Woodside,  I  would 
like  to  assure  your  readers  that  the  people  who 
harrassed  the  demonstrators  in  front  of  Council- 
member  Manton’s  office  which  was  reported  in 
your  last  issue  do  not  represent  the  position  of 
the  people  of  Woodside.  Many  of  us  have  op¬ 
posed  Councilmember  Manton’s  position  on  this 
issue  and  regard  his  religious  justification  as  a 
gross  distortion  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  a  true  interpretation  of  Catholic  ethics. 
Before  the  vote  was  taken  in  the  city  council  my¬ 
self  and  several  other  elected  officials  in  the 
Democratic  party  who  represent  Woodside, 
wrote  to  Councilmember  Manton  and  urged  him 
to  vote  for  the  bill.  He  has  never  responded  to 
our  letter. 

Continue  the  struggle, 

Dennis  Drucker 
Democratic  State  Committeeman 
35th  Assembly  District 
Woodside,  Queens,  NY 


brydon 

Dear  GCN: 

In  an  article  noting  the  election  of  Charles 
Brydon  as  the  new  co-Executive  Director  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  (GCN,  3/10/79)  your 
reporter  quotes  Brydon  giving  what  may  be  his 
contribution  to  current  NGTF  thinking  on  the 
NEW  RIGHT  as  a  political  force.  Brydon  separ¬ 
ates  something  he  characterizes  as  the  “Neo 
Right”  from  something  else  he  calls  the  “Wacko 
Right.”  In  the  “Neo-Right,”  he  collects  Ronald 
Reagan  and  Gerald  Ford  who  —  along  with 
President  Carter  and  California’s  Governor 
Brown  —  spoke  out  against  the  Briggs  Initiative, 
also  known  as  California’s  Proposition  #6.  Com¬ 
menting  on  the  fellas  he  has  stacked  in  the  “Neo- 
Right”  corner,  Brydon  says,  “The  gay  rights 
movement  cannot  afford  to  alienate  the  conserv¬ 
ative  who  believes  in  privacy  and  who  under¬ 
stands  that  it  is  wrong  to  discriminate.” 

Such  thinking,  even  though  it  comes  to  us 
from  exalted  levels,  is  in  serious  error.  The  Los 
Angeles  Times,  even  more  forceably  than  Rea¬ 
gan  or  Ford,  had  been  outspoken  throughout  the 
campaign  in  its  powerful  opposition  to  Proposi¬ 
tion  #6.  Yet  the  very  next  day,  after  Proposition 
#6’s  resounding  defeat  at  the  polls,  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  —  in  an  editorial  1-2  to  the  chin 
of  California’s  Gay  Rights  Coalition  —  made  it 
blatantly  clear  that  the  tenor  of  their  —  and,  by 
extension,  of  the  other  well-known  afore-men¬ 
tioned  Worthies’  —  opposition  to  Proposition  #6 
was  in  no  way  a  recognition  (let  alone  a  valida¬ 
tion)  of  homosexuals’  rights  to  any  political  con¬ 
sideration  ...  a  position  never  denied  or  contra¬ 
dicted  by  Reagan  or  Ford  or  Carter  OR  Brown! 

Brydon  and  NGTF  notwithstanding,  in  actu¬ 
ality  the  Gay  Rights  Movement  (in  caps,  if  you 
please  —  do  you  know  anybody  else  who  still 
writes  of  the  black  movement?  or  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  jews?)  cannot  afford  to  misinterpret 
the  self-serving  ploys  of  Reactionaries  whose 
major  political  ambitions  are  inimical  to  oppres¬ 
sed  Minorities.  Such  misreadings  may  even  have 
to  be  apprehended  as  opportunism  when  the 
targeted  Minorities,  being  ignored  by  Brydon’s 
defense,  turn  out  to  be  those  who  could  always 
have  been  our  natural  allies  in  the  struggle  for 
liberation  from  the  politics  of  Domination  versus 
submission,  did  we  but  begin  to  reach  out  to  earn 
their  respect  and  trust. 

With  Gaybrotherlove, 

Henry  Hay 
Alcalde,  NM 


some  do 

Dear  Friends: 

Just  for  the  record,  the  advertisingline  used  in 
MacMillan’s  ads  for  Jane  DeLynn’s  novel  Some 
Do  didn’t  proceed  from  the  corporate  bowels  of 
the  publisher,  as  Maida  Tilchen  implies  in  her  re¬ 
view.  The  line  which  she  calls  ridiculous  — 
“ Some  Do  is  to  The  Women ’s  Room  what  Ruby- 
fruit  Jungle  was  to  Catcher  in  the  Rye"  —  was 
written  by  me,  not  in  an  establishment  paper  but 
in  the  Body  Politic. 

By  the  way,  I  think  my  assessment  of  Some  Do 
was  right  and  that  it’s  an  entertaining  book  with 
a  lot  of  integrity.  And  1  would  be  the  very  first, 
based  on  Tilchen ’s  review,  to  level  “accusations 
of  not  having  a  sense  of  humor”  at  her,  as  she 
forecasts:  Some  don’t  have  one. 

Best, 

George  Whitmore 
New  York,  NY 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices".  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  doubled-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
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Community  Voices 


keeping  the  real 
world  in  mind 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  March  10,  1979,  issue  of  GCN  there 
appeared  a  “Speaking  Out”  article  entitled  “The 
Road  Not  Taken.”  The  author  of  the  piece  de¬ 
cided  to  attack  GAA’s  recent  dishonor  roll  in 
general  —  and  a  review  of  Dancer  From  the 
Dance,  which  appeared  in  the  Gay  Activist,  in 
particular  One  could  dismiss  the  piece  as  yet 
another  example  of  how'  virtual  nonentities  in  the 
movement  like,  from  lime  to  time,  to  attack 
those  who  do  the  work  of  the  movement  (in 
tiresome  attempts  at  self-promotion).  But  the 
article  raises  persistent  questions  which  should  be 
responded  to. 

No  one  will  argue  that  John  Briggs  is  certainly 
more  of  a  threat  to  the  gay  movement  than,  say, 
Quentin  Crisp.  The  Dishonor  Roll  was  never 
meant  to  be  a  list  of  the  10  worst  homophobes. 
The  people  who  are  angered  by  the  inclusion  of 
several  openly  gay  people  on  the  roll  would  do 
well  to  realize  that  homosexuals  who  exploit  the 
gay  community  for  their  own  ends  are,  in  their 
own  way,  just  as  oppressive  as  certified  homo¬ 
phobes.  The  main  purpose  of  the  Dishonor  Roll 
is  to  make  a  generally  apathetic  and  apolitical 
gay  community  more  aware  of  what’s  going  on 
around  them.  As  the  oldest  militant  civil  rights 
group  in  the  country,  GAA/New  York  certainly 
has  the  right  to  express  opinions,  no  matter  how 
unpopular,  that  others  seemingly  feel  we  should 
keep  to  ourselves.  It  is  ironic  that  an  article 
which  appears  to  chastise  GAA  for  advocating 
some  sort  of  censorship  (which  GAA  has  never 
done)  would  not  grant  us  that  right. 

The  bulk  of  “The  Road  Not  Taken”  is  a  child¬ 
ish  and  remarkably  naive  assertion  that  by  pan¬ 
ning  Dancer  From  the  Dance  GAA  has  expressed 
a  desire  to  absolutely  tell  gay  writers  what  to 
think,  to  feel,  to  write  and  to  create.  Actually, 
the  gay  writers  on  GAA’s  Media  Committee  see 
no  harm  in  reminding  our  peers  of  the  realities  of 
the  gay  rights  struggle.  We  further  feel  that  any 
gay  author  can  be  just  as  creative,  imaginative 
and  honest  if  they  keep  these  realities  in  mind. 
But  we  don’t  wish  to  “issue  directives,”  to 
“abolish”  any  works  of  which  we  do  not  ap¬ 
prove,  or  “draw  up  ideological  programmes” 
for  authors  to  follow. 

What  we  do  wish  to  do  is  to  help  promote  posi¬ 
tive  gay  images.  By  “positive”  we  don’t  mean 
the  young,  white,  male  butch  numbers  promoted 
by  other  groups  and  publications,  but  gay  people 
in  all  their  diversity.  It  is  quite  appalling  that  so 
many  gays  simply  cannot  understand  how  impor¬ 
tant  this  is,  how  necessary  it  is  that  young  gay 
men  and  women  have  works  that  will  introduce 
them  to  a  positive  and  healthy  gay  lifestyle,  one 
they  will  not  be  afraid  to  be  a  part  of.  It  is  under¬ 
standable  that  gay  authors  want  to  have  the  same 
freedom  as  everyone  else  in  the  literary  world, 
but  how  quickly  they  forget  that  they  would  have 
no  freedom  at  all  were  it  not  for  the  gay  move¬ 
ment.  If  gay  authors  do  not  present  the  truth  and 
examine  the  positive  (and  equally  dramatic) 
aspects  of  homosexuality,  then  who  will?  Gay 
authors  who  claim  that  groups  like  GAA  are 
interfering  with  their  “artistic  integrity”  are 
actually  angry  that  we  dare  to  remind  them  that 
they  are  not  the  same  as  everyone  else  and  that 
they  have  a  responsibility  which  other  authors  do 
not  have.  Oh,  how  they  kick  and  squeal  when  we 
remind  them  of  that  responsibility. 

Surely  better  material  can  come  from  the  gay 
community  than  books  like  Dancer  From  the 
Dance  and  Faggots' ?  Surely  there  are  gay  writers 
who  can  create  admirable,  brilliant  and  lasting 
works  that  go  beyond  oppressive  cheap  shots, 
stereotypes  and  cliches?  Works  that  are  as  fresh 
and  novel  in  content  as  they  are  in  style.  If  any¬ 
thing,  GAA  is  in  favor  of  greater  creativity, 
greater  imagination  than  we  have  been  given  so 
far. 

If  individuals  wish  to  cherish  books  like 
Dancer  From  the  Dance,  then  they  have  a  right 
to.  But  to  cling,  absurdly,  to  pretty-but-irrele- 
vant  slogans  like  “Art  ...  is  its  own  excuse”  ip 
the  face  of  Briggs,  Bryant  and  others  is  totally 
idiotic.  The  gay  community  deserves  better  than 
that.  It  deserves  gay  authors  who  can  practice 
their  art  without  losing  sight  of  the  real  world. 

Sincerely, 

Bill  Schoell 
Media  Committee 
Gay  Activists  Alliance 
New  York,  NY 


ADVERTISING  MANAGER 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising 
Manager.  Advertising  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women 
and  men  in  advertising  necessary, 
May/June  opening.  Please  address 
inquiries  and  resumes  to: 

Richard  Burns,  c/o  GCN. 


gay  politics 

Dear  Friends: 

I  have  haU-HWMW  occasions  to  take  the  measure 
of  Charlie  Brydon,  for  I  have  worked  full-time 
with  The  Dorian  Group  for  nearly  two  years, 
during  the  first  of  which  he  was  the  President  of 
theorganization.  It  isinlightofthatexperiencewith 
Charlie  that  I  write  in  criticism  of  the  Seattle 
Committee  After  Thirteen’s  unsigned  statement 
against  him. 

Charlie  Brydon  is  a  political  animal,  one  who 
knows  that  to  get  things  done,  one  must  have 
power,  which  no  one  gives  us.  SCAT'S  criticisms 
seem  to  come  from  jealousy  over  the  political 
success  of  this  man,  for  where  his  approach  has 
succeeded,  it  has  frequently  meant  that  theirs  has 
failed. 

Charlie’s  contributions  to  our  movement  have 
not  been,  as  SCAT  alleges,  designed  to  advance 
the  narrow'  interests  of  only  the  white,  middle- 
class  gay  males  in  our  community.  His  contribu¬ 
tions  have  been  to  promote  carefully  focused  in¬ 
terests  shared  by  all  gay  people,  whether  ac¬ 
knowledged  or  not.  Frequently  at  the  expense  of 
his  own  peace  of  mind,  and  now'  certainly  with 
considerable  personal  financial  sacrifice,  Charlie 
has  stuck  his  neck  out  to  fight  to  advance  the 
legal  equality  and  human  dignity  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  through  use  of  established  means  of 
political  change,  within  the  system  such  as  it  is. 

There  lies  the  substance  of  SCAT’S  argument 
with  Charlie.  They  are  clearly  frustrated  that  he 
has  not  seen  the  gay  movement  as  something 
which  should  be  a  vehicle  for  thoroughgoing 
social,  political,  and  economic  change  in  this 
country.  He  has  focused  attention  on  the  single 
issue  of  equality  and  dignity  for  gay  people,  and 
thereby  has  won  us  a  great  deal.  SCAT’S  people, 
previously  operating  under  the  name  of  the 
Washington  Coalition  for  Sexual  Minority 
Rights,  have  not  won  the  day  as  yet  with  their 
multi-issue  approach.  It  is  the  single-issue  v. 
multi-issue  question  which  is  .the  point  of 
SCAT’S  statement. 

The  multi-issue  view  tends  generally  to  be  a 
“you  are  with  us  or  you  are  against  us”  philoso¬ 
phy.  It  demands  that,  to  work  for  gay  rights,  one 
must  adopt  the  “isms”  of  the  leaders  and  con¬ 
form  to  the  thinking  of  the  group.  Charlie  Bry¬ 
don  has  not  demanded  that,  to  work  for  gay 
rights,  one  must  subscribe  to  some  philosophy. 
The  closest  he  has  come  to  that  has  been  to  urge 
us  to  use  the  system  to  our  best  advantage.  By  his 
successes  in  doing  just  that,  he  has  shown  himself 
to  be  the  best  qualified  man  to  share  leadership 
in  the  National  Gay  Task  Force. 

I’m  very  much  aware  of  the  injustices  in  our 
society.  I’m  also  involved  in  many  groups,  seek¬ 
ing  to  do  something  about  it.  Still.  I  value  our 
political  system,  under  the  Constitution  and  Bill 
of  Rights,  with  our  traditions  of  individual  liber¬ 
ty  and  political  freedom,  not  because  I  think  our 
system  perfect,  but  because  the  alternatives  are 
worse.  We  should  all  be  acting  to  make  our 
world  a  better  place  for  everyone,  but  we  must 
appreciate  the  fact  that  gay  people  are  as  much 
divergent  from  each  other  as  the  people  in 
general.  That  our  movement  must  be  focused  on 
the  thread  of  our  common  concerns  is  something 
Charlie  Brydon  has  known  all  along. 

In  light  of  SCAT’S  “warning”  to  the  NGTF, 
they  should  only  remember  that  Charlie’s  leader¬ 
ship  has  brought  hundreds  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  into  effective  groups  which  have  made  Seat¬ 
tle  one  of  the  best  cities  for  gay  people  in  the 
world.  With  Charlie  Brydon,  and  a  similarly 
well-qualified  and  dedicated  female  Co-Execu¬ 
tive  Director,  NGTF,  the  world’s  largest  gay 
rights  organization,  will  continue  to  grow 
dramatically  in  numbers  and  in  effectiveness. 
Despite  inevitable  SCAT-type  invectives,  NGTF 
will  continue  to  pursue  matters  of  common  con¬ 
cern  to  all,  regardless  of  personal  political  per¬ 
suasion. 

Let  us  all  be  hard  workers  to  bring  justice  to 
all,  but  let  us  have  our  gay  rights  organizations 
getting  results  in  advancing  our  rights  as  gay 
people.  That  is  sufficient  for  them.  We  should 
expect  no  more,  and  certainly  no  less. 

Sincerely, 

Roger  L.  Winters 
Seattle,  WA 


REPS  WANTED 
GCN  has  positions  open  for  Adver¬ 
tising  Representatives.  Commission 
available.  Car  an  asset,  but  not  a  must. 
Call  John  at  426-7042. 


Fridays 

GCN  needs  volunteers  on  Friday 
nights  to  help  send  the  paper  out  to 
subscribers.  5  p.m.  on  22  Bromfield 
Street. 


gay  adolescence 

Dear  Friends  and  Gentle  People: 

I  have  watched  w'ith  varying  degrees  of  amuse¬ 
ment,  amazement,  concern  and  finally  consterna¬ 
tion  at  the  many  letters/articles  concerning  man/ 
boy  love  and  “Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men” 
in  both  GCN  and  Body  Politic  (the  two  gay 
newspapers  highest  in  my  esteem). 

Behind  this  subject  lies  a  much  broader  con¬ 
cern  to  all. 

Sadly,  there  is  a  dearth  of  research  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  knowledge  in  the  field  of  sexuality  in 
general  and  homosexuality  specifically,  especial¬ 
ly  in  an  area  where  it  is  needed  most:  the  gay  and 
non-gay  adolescence  period. 

Gay  adolescence,  needless  to  say,  is  a  time  of 
trauma  .  .  .  physically,  mentally  and  certainly 
sociologically  and  sexually.  Growing  up  in  our 
society  and  culture  is,  at  best,  no  easy  task.  The 
pressures  (created  artificially,  for  the  most  part, 
by  our  industrial/establishment/Judeo/Chris- 
tian  background)  on  a  post-pubescent  youngster, 
still  half-child-half-man/woman,  are  difficult 
enough  for  someone  whose  sexuality  fits  into  the 
accepted  ambiance,  i.e.,  heterosexuality,  but  for 
those  who  are  gay  it  is  amazing  that  they  survive 
at  all  (and,  of  course,  there  are  many  who  don’t: 
how  many  “Quiet  Good  Student/Unexplainable 
Suicide”  headlines  does  it  take  before  we  realize 
what’s  really  happening?) 

The  time  is  long  overdue  for  a  real  beginning 
in  rectifying  this  basic  problem  which  ALL  of  us 
are  guilty  of  overlooking  ...  or  ignoring  on 
purpose. 

The  pain  and  bittersweet  beauty  which  all 
young  homosexuals  live  and  cope  with  every  day 
of  their  lives  is  something  which  those  of  us  who 
are  gay  and  have  survived  too  often  conveniently 
forget  ...  an  intolerable  situation,  especially  for 
those  who  really  care. 

To  be  a  youth  in  today’s  world  means  having 
no  rights,  legally,  judicially,  socially  and, 
especially,  not  having  the  right  to  sexual  self¬ 
exploration,  the  basis  for  a  healthy  and  pro¬ 
ductive  life,  no  matter  what  sexual  orientation  an 
individual  may  have. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  gay  youth 
must  seek  out  their  own  goals  and  definitions 
within  their  own  frame  of  reference.  Yet,  how  is 
this  to  be  done?  With  rare  exceptions,  it  is  my 
belief  that  most  youth  of  today  lack  the  neces¬ 
sary  experience,  that  stuff  of  life,  with  which  to 
forge  the  self-starting  impetus  of  organization.  I 
know  that  New  York’s  Youth  Caucus  (so  ably 
represented  at  the  Philadelphia  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington  conference)  has  made  a  noble  and  good 
beginning  ...  as  have  a  few  groups  on  the.West 
Coast.  But  what  about  Middle  Americ(k)a,  bas¬ 
tion  of  conservatism,  nuclear  families  and  white- 
male-dominated  local  and  state  governments? 
Perhaps,  representatives  from  these  gay  youth 
groups  can  find  their  way  clear  to  considering 
answers  to  this  problem  —  perhaps  by  the  writ¬ 
ten  word,  such  has  been  found  in  Growing  Up 
Gay,  a  Youth  Liberation  Press  pamphlet  out  of 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

And  gay/lesbian  adults  must  stand  ready  to 
help  and  advise  where  necessary.  It  would,  of 
course,  be  dishonest  not  to  recognize  and  point 
out  the  almost  impossible  situation  homosexual 
adults  face  where  the  spectre  of  homophobic 
laws  and  customs  of  the  land  are  frighteningly 
real.  This  has  stayed  the  hand  of  many  a  respon¬ 
sible  and  respectable  gay/lesbian  whose  every  in¬ 
stinct  and  inclination  has  been  to  help  their 
younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

But  it  would  be  even  more  dishonest  and 
frightening  not  to  try  to  help.  The  final  answer, 
as  all  thinking  gay  activists  and  sociological  and 
anthropological  professionals  know,  is  in  educa¬ 
tion.  Unfortunately,  education  is  a  long  drawn- 
out  process.  So,  what  happens  in  the  meantime 
to  the  literally  millions  of  youths  who  have  no 
guidelines,  no  peer  support  and  the  seeming 
indifference  of  their  older  counterparts? 

The  obvious  answer  means  invariably  that 
some  gays  and  lesbians  are  going  to  have  to  place 
their  heads  on  the  homophobic  chopping  block. 
Some  have  recommended  the  recruitment  of 
responsible,  respected  and  gay  supportive  non¬ 
gays  to  spearhead/front  for  a  gay  youth  move¬ 
ment.  Here,  in  Houston,  Texas,  1  have  person¬ 
ally  wrestled  with  the  problem  and  answers.  At 
this  point,  I  throw  it  open  to  the  readership  of 
this  paper.  Out  there  are  many  good  minds  and 
ideas  and  viewpoints.  Could  we  share  them? 

But  whatever  the  answer(s),  we  must  recognize 
once  and  for  all  that  it  can  no  longer  be  accept¬ 
able  for  responsive  and  sensitive  gay  (and  non¬ 
gay)  adults  to  sit  back  and,  Pontius  Pilate-like, 
wash  their  hands  of  the  problems  of  gay  youth. 

We  cannot  afford  it  .  .  .  and  we  owe  them. 

In  gay  love. 

Hank  Bonney 
Wilde  ‘n’  Stein  Books 
Houston,  TX 


homosexual 
soap  opera 

Dear  GCN, 

The  March  31,  1979  issue  of  GCN  carried  a 
front  page  “news”  item  which  was,  in  fact,  an 
incognito  slur  of  an  article  that  I  authored  in  the 
April  ’79  issue  of  Blueboy  magazine.  The  piece 
was  entitled  “A  Small  Town  in  New  England: 
The  Gay  Experiment  in  Bellows  Falls  Vermont.” 

My  first  response  to  the  person  (persons) 
responsible  for  this  critique  was:  Did  you  even 
bother  to  read  the  article  in  Blueboyl  It  doesn’t 
seem  so.  The  entire  focus  of  the  piece  was  the 
“potential”  of  Bellows  Falls  as  a  gay  resort.  It’s 
perfectly  clear  to  most  people  with  a  fourth  grade 
perception  of  the  English  language,  that  1  never 
said  that  Bellows  Falls  is  a  mecca  for  homosex¬ 
uals.  In  the  GCN  piece,  it  is  reported  that  “Both 
straights  and  gays  were  made  uneasy  by  the 
article’s  suggestion  that  gay  money  could  —  and 
should  —  turn  the  place  into  another  Province- 
town.”  If  one  would  take  the  time  and  trouble  to 
read  my  article,  one  would  note  (in  context),  the 
statement  from  which  that  supposition  (or 
should  I  say  overreaction?)  was  derived.  Page  86, 
Blueboy  magazine,  Apr.  ’79,  column  one,  para¬ 
graph  three:  “It’s  easy  to  paint  a  pretty  picture 
of  Bellows  Falls,  especially  after  escaping  the 
madness  and  pollution  of  the  great  American 
Metropolis.  But  there  is  no  yellow  brick  road 
here  and  Oz  is  still  a  bit  in  the  distance,  as  well  as 
the  future.  Economically,  the  town  is  another 
Provincetown.”  And  economically  it  is  and  if 
you  finish  reading  the  article,  you  will  go  on  to 
note  the  real  estate  opportunities  and  business 
potential  existing  in  the  Bellows  Falls  area,  due 
to  the  several  ski  resorts,  the  summer  rush  on 
antiques  and  the  fall  foliage  tourist  trade,  etc.  It 
is  also  stated  in  the  GCN  article  that  “In  fact,  the 
only  overtly  gay-identified  business  is  the 
Andrews  Inn,  a  combination  hotel  and  bar  that 
has  been  gay  since  1973.”  In  fact  (a  term,  your 
paper  uses  loosely),  the  owner  of  the  largest 
furniture  store  in  Bellows  Falls  (and  the  entire 
county)  defines  himself  as  gay,  a  fact  he  makes 
no  attempt  to  hide  while  I  doubt  that  he  would 
see  any  sense  in  naming  his  business  “Raggedy 
Faggoty  Furniture.”  There  is  also  a  new,  private 
gay  ski  lodge  that  has  opened  in  the  area  and  if 
you  took  the  time  to  read  your  own  paper  (not  to 
mention  other  gay  publications)  you-would  note 
that  they  often  advertise  in  the  GCN. 

My  article  goes  on  to  say  on  Page  86,  second 
column,  paragraph  two:  “Bellows  Falls  is 
however  not  Provincetown  or  Fire  Island  and 
most  of  its  gay  patrons  are  glad  of  that.  It  is  a 
place  for  those  who  want  to  shed  the  burdens  of 
the  city  and  trade  in  their  trips  to  the  opera  for  a 
little  peace,  quiet,  fresh  air  and  an  occasional, 
literal  romp  in  the  hay.  Most  of  the  gay  men  who 
live  in  Bellows  Falls  or  who  visit  it  regularly 
appreciate  its  lack  of  sophistication.  It  is  an 
alternative  world  of  activity  suitable  to  those 
gays  who  prefer  swimming  holes  to  cement 
pools,  bicycles  to  subways  and  hay  rides  to 
Discomania.” 

The  police  in  Bellows  Falls  do  come  to  The 
Andrews  Inn  with  their  girl  friends,  have  picked 
up  gays  at  the  train  station  and  brought  them  to 
the  Inn  and  do  prefer  patrolling  the  Inn  as 
opposed  to  the  rowdy  straight  bars  on  the  edge  of 
town.  If  this  preference  for  a  patrol  area  is  in¬ 
correct,  then  the  Bellows  Falls  police  officer  who 
gave  me  this  information  must  not  know  what 
he’s  talking  about. 

The  one  severe,  unforgiveable  faux-pas  that  I 
made  in  the  article  was  calling  the  Greater  Falls 
Eatery  “popular”  before  it  opened,  that  was  a 
definite  journalistic  irresponsibility  which  1 
committed  in  order  to  get  the  restaurant 
mentioned  in  the  piece  in  time  for  the  three 
month  lead  that  Blueboy  requires.  I  should  have 
said  the  place  “will  probably  be  popular,”  etc.  I 
must  say  however,  that  1  was  in  the  restaurant, 
ate  a  couple  of  the  items  being  planned  for  the 
menu,  was  aware  of  the  intended  price  range  of 
the  food,  saw  the  facilities  and  spoke  at  great 
length  with  the  owner.  The  establishment  was 
due  to  open  a  couple  of  weeks  later  and  since  I 
was  not  in  Bellows  Falls  at  that  time  and  since  no 
one  informed  me  that  the  restaurant  didn’t  open, 

I  refrained  from  deleting  the  reference  from  my 
article.  So,  please,  nail  me  to  the  cross  for  that 
exaggeration  but  it  is  no  realistic  foundation  for 
that  piece  of  “fiction”  that  your  newspaper  por¬ 
trayed  as  “news”  on  it’s  front  page.  The  gays  I 
spoke  with  in  Bellows  Falls,  liked  the  Blueboy 
article,  so  I  don’t  know  what  local  gays  were,  as 
you  said  in  your  “news”  item,  “upset”  about  it. 

I  lived  in  Bellows  Falls  for  four  months  this 
summer,  three  months  of  which  I  spent  working 
on  the  article  for  Blueboy.  How  much  time  did 
you  GCN  staffers  spend  in  the  town  researching 
the  effect  that  the  piece  I  wrote  had?  Probably 
ten  minutes  by  phone. 

If  you  call  that  poorly  researched  article  review 
“news”,  then  I  call  the  Gay  Community  News  a 
homosexual  soap  opera. 

Sincerely, 

John-Michael  Williams 
Boston,  MA 


▼  ▼  Continued  from  Page  1 

However,  King,  through  a 
spokesperson,  has  denied  that  his 
reorganization  plans  were 
prompted  by  the  commission’s 
written  disagreement  with  his  bud¬ 
get  priorities.  Susan  Bender, 
King’s  liaison  with  the  commis¬ 
sion,  assured  the  public  that  it  was 
only  coincidental  that  she  re¬ 
quested  a  list  of  members’  ad¬ 
dresses  only  20  minutes  after  re¬ 
ceiving  the  commission’s  letter.  At 
that  time,  she  said,  the  letters  in¬ 
forming  them  of  their  dismissal 
had  already  been  written. 

Administration  officials  con¬ 
tend  that  reorganization  of  the 
commission  has  been  under  con¬ 
sideration  since  last  fall,  and  they 
produced  a  first  draft  of  a  reor¬ 
ganization  plan  that  was  dated 
March  22  —  six  days  before  CSW 
wrote  its  evaluation  of  King’s 
budget.  Merry,  however,  contends 
that  she  was  unaware  that  any 
such  reorganization  was  in  the 
offing. 

King’s  New  Women’s  Commission 

In  his  revamping  of  the  CSW, 
King  has  limited  the  areas  in 
which  it  may  advise  him  to  three: 
violent  crime  against  women, 
child  abuse,  and  displaced  home¬ 
makers.  Also,  the  new  commis¬ 
sion  will  be  a  25-member  body, 
serving  coterminously  with  King 
and  “at  the  pleasure  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor.”  This  language,  according 
to  Clemon-Karp,  has  never  before 
been  included  in  the  description  of 
the  commission. 

She  and  other  commissioners 
believe  that  King  is  attempting  to 
create  a  “rubber  stamp  commis¬ 
sion.”  She  told  GCN  that  she  is 
not  surprised  that  King  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  have  a  CSW,  since  the 
one  he  disbanded  was  so  effective. 
She  feels,  however,  that  the  new 
commission’s  freedom  to  “speak 
its  mind”  is  dangerously  limited 
by  King’s  redefinition  of  it. 


“Along  with  this  new  condition  — 
‘at  the  pleasure  of  the  governor’ 
—  he  has  selected  the  three  areas 
in  which  the  commission  will  work 
...  1  object  to  any  man  selecting 
priorities  for  a  women ’s  commis¬ 
sion.” 

Representative  Barbara  Gray 
commented  that  the  governor’s 
rigidly  defining  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  women’s  commission  was  “in¬ 
appropriate,”  adding  that 
perhaps  by  doing  so  he  had  in¬ 
tended  to  direct  special  attention 
to  those  problems  about  which  he 
is  particularly  concerned.  The 
terms  of  CSW  members  should 
not  be  coincident  with  the  gov¬ 
ernor’s  term,  she  asserted,  be¬ 
cause  “the  commission  should  be 
responsible  to  the  women  of  the 
Commonwealth,  not  to  the  gov¬ 
ernor.” 

Representative  Anne  Gannette 
explained  that  “it  is  his  right  to 
fire  the  commission  at  any  time 
(since  it  was  established  by  execu¬ 
tive  order) .  .  .  We  should  have  es¬ 
tablished  a  women’s  commission 
by  law  years  ago  ...”  Gannette 
told  GCN  that  she  plans  to  pro¬ 
pose  such  a  bill  to  the  legislature. 

The  Governor’s  Commission  on 
the  Status  of  Women  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1971  by  executive  order 
of  Governor  Francis  Sargent.  Its 
mission,  according  to  a  later,  clar¬ 
ifying  order  was  to  “survey  and 
evaluate  all  statutes  .  .  .  and  all 
government  programs  and  prac¬ 
tices  relating  to  the  employment, 
health,  education  and  welfare  of 
women;  to  examine  the  adequacy 
thereof  and  to  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  governor  for  -such 
changes  as  the  commission  may 
deem  necessary.” 

How  Well  had  CSW  Functioned 

Asked  by  GCN  whether  CSW 
had  been  meeting  its  responsibility 
to  women,  Clemon-Karp  listed 
with  alacrity  several  successful 


legislative  endeavors  in  which  it 
had  been  integrally  involved  in  the 
past  year:  the  “Displaced  Home¬ 
maker  Bill,”  the  ratification  of 
the  Massachusetts  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  and  the  “Abuse 
Prevention  Act.”  She  added  that 
the  commission  serves  a  vital 
function  as  “an  umbrella  group 
bringing  diverse  groups  together 
into  legislative  coalition.” 

An  aide  of  State  Senator  Sisit- 
sky  asserted  that  the  commission 
had  been  performing  the  “neces¬ 
sary  function”  of  representing  the 
diversity  of  women  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  “Not  everyone  on  it  was 
pro-choice,  for  instance,  and  there 
were  nuns  on  it  .  .  .  Yet  they  man¬ 
aged  to  arrive  at  a  consensus  on  a 
number  of  issues  .  .  .”  He  added 
that  the  commission  was  “very, 
very  helpful  in  lobbying  to  change 
existing  laws  to  conform  to  the 
Massachusetts  ERA.” 

Clemon-Karp  noted,  however, 
that  King  had  drastically  cut 
CSW’s  funs.  He  had  discontinued 
Dukakis’  practice  of  awarding  the 
commission  $7,000  to  $8,000  out 
of  the  governor’s  discretionary 
funds  and  had  allowed  inflation  to 
take  a  further  financial  toll  by 
“level  funding”  the  commission 
at  $37,000. 

In  campaign  statements  he 
made  last  year,  King  promised  to 
“support  the  Governor’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  of  Women 
in  their  efforts  to  address  the 
needs  of  all  women  in  the  state,” 
to  provide  additional  state  aid  for 
job  training  for  displaced  home¬ 
makers  and  to  make  “a  particular 
committment  to  selecting  women 
for  high-level  positions  in  his 
administration.”  To  date,  th< 
no  funding  in  his  budget  for  train¬ 
ing  for  displaced  homemakers 
and,  according  to  Clemon-Karp, 
his  record  in  hiring  women  has 
been  “lacking.” 


Transsexual  Sues  For 
$7  Million  Over  ‘Botched 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  A 


California  transsexual  is  suing  a 
doctor  and  his  medical  assistant 
for  $7  million  over  what  she  as¬ 
serts  was  a  botched  sex  change 
operation  that  left  her  virtually 
sexless.  The  transsexual,  Julie 
Phillips,  is  accusing  the  doctor. 
Dr.  John  R.  Brown,  and  his  as¬ 
sistant,  James  A.  Spence,  of  vio¬ 
lating  medical  standards  and  per¬ 
forming  sex-change  operations 
“on  demand”  without  psycho¬ 
logical  evaluation  of  patients. 

In  his  testimoney  in  Superior 
Court  here,  assistant  Spence 
charged  that  ~  Brown  had  left 
“a  string  of  mangled  bodies  from 
Alaska  to  Tijuana.”  Spence,  who 
is  not  a  doctor,  testified  that  he 
left  the  operating  room  the  day  of 
Phillips’  testimony  “because  it 
wasn’t  a  good  day  for  surgery. 


Surgery 

Dr.  Brown  has  some  on  and  off 
days.”  Spence  is  accused  of  re¬ 
cruiting  patients  for  Brown  and, 
under  questioning  from  Melvin 
Belli,  Phillips’  lawyer,  he  ad¬ 
mitted  that  he  had  done  exactly 
that.  Spence,  a  former  San  Quen¬ 
tin  inmate,  said  he  had  “on-the- 
job”  training  as  a  paramedic  in 
South  America  and  Africa. 

He  said  that  he  had  learned  of 
Julie  Phillips  through  the  trans¬ 
sexual  community  and  that  he  was 
told  that  she  was  “a  prime  candi¬ 
date”  for  surgery. 

Phillips  claims  that  she  decided 
to  undergo  surgery  “to  please  my 
husband.  .  .  .  I  started  dressing  as 
a  woman  because  my  husband 
didn’t  want  it  know  that  he  was 
involved  in  a  homosexual  relation¬ 
ship  —  it  was  not  so  acceptable 
then,”  she  said. 
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Did  You  See? 


Pa.  Council 
Hears  Gay  Needs 


MANCHESTERl^^UNWN  leader 


SB  705 

Continued  from  Page  1 
no  longer  expresses  the  intent  of 
singling  out  gay  people  as  a  pro¬ 
tected  class,  but  instead  will  pro¬ 
vide  protection  for  all  kinds  of 
non-criminal  sexual  behavior. 

Under  the  measure’s  amended 
wording,  owners  of  gay  bars  will 
be  forbidden  to  refuse  to  hire 
heterosexual  employees.  Land-/ 
lords  would  be  prevented  from  re¬ 
fusing  to  rent  property  to  gay  per¬ 
sons  whose  sexual  behavior  is  con¬ 
fined  to  the  privacy  of  their  home, 
and  schools  would  be  required  to 
hire  gay  teachers  whose  sexual 
behavior  is  also  so  confined.  Rep. 
Berman  explained  that  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  this  bill  would  not  extend 
to  “a  homosexual  person  who 
tries  to  encourage  others  to  follow 
a  homosexual  lifestyle.” 

The  measure  now  goes  on  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where 
Congress-watchers  expect  the  op¬ 
position  to  SB  705  to  be  much 
stronger  than  in  the  Senate. 

In  action  on  a  related  bill,  intro¬ 
duced  by  Rep.  Rosalind  Berman 
and  heard  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 


Libraries 

Continued  from  Page  3 
that  his/her  written  permission  be 
obtained.  It  is  also  possible  to  re¬ 
strict  or  close  a  portion  of  a  collec¬ 
tion  and  leave  the  rest  open.  The 
Society’s  prerogative  to  work  out 
agreements  of  this  sort  with  don¬ 
ors  is  protected  under  Wisconsin 
state  statutes. 

“The  Society  does  not  buy 
manuscript  collections  nor 
provide  a  subsidy  to  individuals 
who  donate  materials  to  us.  We 
do  pay  for  the  cost  of  shipping 
collections  to  Madison  and  often  a 
field  representative  visiting  the 
east  or  west  coast  can  assist  the 
donor  in  selecting  the  materials 
jve’d  want  and  arranging  their 
shipping.” 

The  Social  Action  Collection  in¬ 
cludes  a  considerable  amount  of 


mittee  at  the  same  time  as  SB  705, 
the  Committee  voted  12-5  to  kill  a 
bill  which  would  have  mandated 
felony  penalties  in  cases  of  rape 
involving  a  spouse  or  an  unmar¬ 
ried  mate.  Connecticut  is  one  of 
only  16  states  which  does  not 
legally  admit  the  possibility  of 
rape  within  a  marriage. 

Berman’s  proposal  stated  that  a 
spouse  or  cohabitant  would  be 
considered  sexually  assaulted  if 
forced  into  sexual  relations  by 
violence  or  by  the  threat  of  vio¬ 
lence.  Sen.  Eugene  Skowronski 
felt  that  the  law,  as  proposed, 
would  be  difficult  to  enforce  and 
would  involve  too  many  “cloudy 
situations.” 

Rep.  Richard  Lawlor  expressed 
the  feeling  that  a  wife  who  is 
forced  to  have  sex  may  seek  legal 
remedies  through  existing  assault 
laws.  Rep.  Berman,  however, 
stated  that  many  women  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  used  those  channels  in 
such  situations  because  they  feel 
that  current  legal  statutes  are 
weighted  against  them. 


\ 

material  from  the  early  twentieth 
century,  but  is  especially  rich  in 
papers  from  the  1960s,  including 
the  files  of  the  now-defunct  Stu¬ 
dents  for  a  Democratic  Society 
(SDS). 

Individuals  or  organizations 
who  have  a  backlog  of  material 
that  they  wish  to  see  preserved  for 
future  generations  should  contact 
Sarah  Cooper  at  the  State  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  of  Wisconsin,  816 
State  St.,  Madison,  WI  53706,  or, 
in  the  case  of  periodicals,  R.  Rus¬ 
sell  Maylone,  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  Library,  Evanston,  IL 
60201. 

Allen  Young  is  the  editor,  with 
Karla  Jay,  of  Lavender  Culture, 
recently  released  by  Jove  Books. 


The  following  editorial  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Manchester  (NH) 
Union  Leader  (Apr.  2,  1979), 
under  the  headline,  “ACLU More 
Kooky  Than  Usual.  ” 

Now  we’ve  heard  everything. 
Down  in  the  Pennsylvania  com¬ 
munity  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union  has  filed 
a  suit  seeking  to  exempt  a  Pitts¬ 
burgh  homosexual  rights  activist 
from  a  state  law  that  requires  the 
listing  of  major  donors  to  political 
campaigns.  The  suit  in  Common¬ 
wealth  Court  was  filed  on  behalf 
of  Randal  Forrester,  a  candidate 
for  Allegheny  County  commis¬ 
sioner  in  the  May  Democratic  pri¬ 
mary. 

Since  Forrester  is  running  as 
“the  first  openly  gay  candidate  in 
Pennsylvania,”  the  Pittsburgh 
chapter  of  the  ACLU  contends, 
the  enforcement  of  state  law 
might  deprive  his  supporters  of 
their  rights  of  free  speech,  free 
association  and  privacy. 

To  which  Forrester  adds:  “For 
example,  because  I  am  gay,  many 
contributors,  whether  or  not  they 
are  gay,  fear  that  if  it  becomes 


BOSTON  —  George  A.  Everett 
of  London  Street,  East  Boston, 
pleaded  guilty  on  March  28  in  Suf¬ 
folk  Court  to  two  counts  of  as¬ 
sault  and  battery  with  a  dangerous 
weapon  in  connection  with  the 
Dec,  29  beer-bottle  attack  against 
two  gay  men  as  they  were  leaving 
Chaps  on  Blagden  Street.  Everett 
would  not  identify  the  other  two 
men  who  were  involved  in  the  at¬ 
tack,  in  which  both  victims  sus¬ 
tained  broken  cheekbones  and  re- 


publicly  known  that  they  have 
contributed  to  my  campaign,  peo¬ 
ple  will  believe  that  they  are  gay.” 

In  short,  the  ACLU  wants  tlfe 
law  to  discriminate  in  FAVOR  of 
Forrester  BECAUSE  he  is  a 
homosexual,  whereas  candidates 
who  are  NOT  homosexuals  are  re¬ 
quired  to  obey  the  1978  Keystone 
State  law  requiring  all  candidates 
to  file  a  list  of  donors  who  con¬ 
tribute  at  least  $50  to  their  cam¬ 
paigns. 

The  ACLU  is  more  kooky  than 
usual.  There  is  a  possibility  that 
ANY  NUMBER  of  citizens  could 
be  embarrassed,  for  an  INFINITE 
number  of  reasons,  by  having 
their  names  associated  with  var¬ 
ious  politicians. 

The  ACLU  can’t  have  a  law  to 
meet  every  contingency.  One  can 
contribute  to  a  homosexual  with¬ 
out  being  a  homosexual,  just  as 
one  can  contribute  to  a  politician 
suspected  of  being  a  crook  with¬ 
out  being  a  crook.  Why  should 
either  donor  be  spared  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  explaining  to  others 
WHY  he  has  so  contributed? 


quired  stitches. 

Judge  Richard  Banks  sentenced 
Everett  to  serve  six  months  in  the 
Deer  Island  House  of  Correction, 
concurrently  on  each  qharge,  to  be 
followed  by  three  years  of  proba¬ 
tion.  GCN  has  also  learned  that 
the  victims  are  planning  a  civil  suit 
against  Budget  Rent-A-Car, 
Everett’s  ex-employer  and  the 
owner  of  the  car  from  which  the 
assault  was  made. 


HARRISBURG,  PA  —  In  a 
move  to  strengthen  state- 
supported  programs  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  recovering  from  al¬ 
coholism  and  other  drug  addic¬ 
tion,  the  Pennsylvania  Governor’s 
Council  on  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Abuse  heard  testimony  in  March 
from  professionals  working  in  gay 
health  services. 

Tom  Ziebold,  Adminstrator  of 
the  Whitman-Walker  Clinic,  Inc. 
in  Washington,  DC,  and  Ken  Wil¬ 
liams,  Director  of  Alcoholism 
Programs  at  Western  Psychiatric 
Institute  and  the  Persad  Clinic  in 
Pittsburgh,  urged  the  Council’s 
recognition  of  the  special 
problems  of  gay  persons  seeking 
health  care  in  facing  cultural  re¬ 
jection,  fearing  disclosure  of 
sexual  and  affectional  feelings, 
and  developing  a  comfortable 
sexual  identity.  They  also  pointed 
out  that  gay  people,  unlike  any 
other  social  minority,  often  lack 
family  support  in  recovery  from  a 
serious  illness  such  as  alcoholism. 

Dr.  Ziebold  stressed  the  rights 
of  persons  in  treatment  and  after¬ 
care  to  adopt  an  openly  gay  life¬ 
style,  when  that  is  their  prefer¬ 
ence,  and  cited  evidence  of  the 
psychological  benefits  of  being 
“out.”  Both  speakers  recom¬ 
mended  including  gay-oriented 
training  of  alcoholism  and  drug 
addiction  counselors  to  increase 
their  effectiveness  in  health  ser¬ 
vices  to  gay  men  and  lesbians. ' 

The  presentation  was  arranged 
by  Tony  Silvestre,  Chairman  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Governor’s 
Council  on  Sexual  Minorities,  as 
part  of  his  program  to  bring  con¬ 
cerns  of  gay  people  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  state  agencies.  Sil- 
vestre’s  clinic,  the  Eromin  Center 
in  Philadelphia,  Persad  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  Whitman-Walker 
Clinic  in  Washington,  all  provide 
gay-staffed  alcoholism  programs 
and  offer  training  to  other  health 
providers. 


Hear  Boston's  most  progressive  jazz  programming, 
Sundays  from  11  to  3.  On  AM  radio,  of  all  places. 


IT'S  EAR-CATCHING. 


Attacker  Sentenced 


A  Massachusetts  Morality  Play 


“Ryan  is  trying  his  damnedest  to  see  to  it  that  I 
don’t  live  to  see  my  appeal  and  trial.” 


By  Mitzel 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  It’s  Gay  Pride  Week,  1978.  A  lovely  June 
morning.  You’re  getting  up.  A  knock  on  the  door.  You  open  it.  Police. 
They  arrest  you.  The  charge:  kidnapping.  You’re  dragged  off  to  jail.  Bail 
is  set  at  $100,000.  Next  day  the  papers  report  you  as  a  suspected  kid¬ 
napper  of  young  male  homosexuals  from  New  York  City.  It’s  alleged  you 
tortured  them,  killed  them  and  buried  their  dismembered  bodies  in  your 
backyard.  Pictures  in  all  the  papers  and  on  TV  show  backhoes  digging  up 
your  property.  The  local  D.A.  personally  supervises  the  job.  A  city 
councillor  tells  the  press  your  house  is  a  pig  pen  and  a  torture  den.  Police 
say  a  helicopter  has  had  your  house  under  surveillance  for  weeks.  Cops 
display  102  torture  devices  seized  in  your  house  (including  your  leather 
jock  strap).  For  days  the  press  and  TV  go  wild  over  your  case.  Crowds 
throng  the  area  waiting  for  pieces  of  bodies  to  turn  up.  Soon  it  is  said  you 
are  a  Homosexual  Nazi  running  an  International  Organization  from  your 
small  house  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  A  former  lover  of  yours  comes 
forward  and  tells  the  D.A.  he  was  kept  as  a  slave  in  your  house  for  over 
two  years  and  beaten  daily.  Y ou  are  promptly  charged,  tried  and  found 
guilty.  The  judge  at  your  trial,  horrified  by  your  crimes,  sentences  you  to 
eight  to  ten  years.  Case  closed. 

A  nightmare  scenario  from  Kafka?  Not  this  time.  More  like  another 
terrible  Massachusetts  Morality  Play.  Its  victim?  Kenneth  Appleby,  a  27- 
.  year-old  gay  man  who  lived  in  West  Springfield.  The  thumbnail  account 
above  conveys  the  impression  the  average  newspaper  reader  got.  But  that 
was  only  the  D.A.’s  side  of  things,  compounded  by  press  sensationalism. 
A  less  superficial  view  would  take  into  account  the  actuality  of  how  a  gay 
man  might  choose  to  live  ( even  in  a  small  conservative  city)  and  be  less 
hasty  to  condemn. 

Kenneth  Appleby 

Ken  Appleby  had  lived  at  his  rustic  house  at  999  Piper  Road  for  five 
years.  Appleby  admits  that  his  living  accommodations  lacked  many 
modern  conveniences;  he  wanted  it  that  way.  He  thinks  of  himself  as 
living  in  the  1 9th  century  —  just  one  of  his  idiosyncracies.  The  structure 
itself  was  later  described  as  a  “shack”  and  a  “barn.”  Behind  the  house 
was  a  wood  shed.  These  buildings  were  on  3.5  acres  of  property  set  in  the 
midst  of  a  tiny  middle-class  neighborhood  in  West  Springfield.  Appleby’s 
property  was  surrounded  by  a  solid  wood  fence  eight  feet  high,  topped 
with  barbed  wire.  Appleby  had,  over  the  years,  raised  police  dogs  (for  sale 
to  police  departments  and  security  companies)  and  had  been  an  auction¬ 
eer.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest,  he  had  owned  and  operated  the  A&A  Pawn¬ 
broker  Shop  in  downtow  n  Springfield  for  six  months. 

Appleby  is  an  upfront  homosexual,  a  devout  Roman  Catholic  and  a 
practitioner  of  the  Black  Arts.  His  family  has  been  long  established  in  the 
area,  although,  partly  on  account  of  his  lifestyle,  family  members  did 
little  for  him  in  his  legal  battle.  Appleby  maintains  that  his  acknowledged 
homosexuality  (and  specifically  his  sado-masochistic  practices)  are  what 
led  to  his  arrest  and  the  subsequent  exploitation  of  his  situation  by  the 
press  and  the  District  Attorney. 

Background 

In  1973,  Kenneth  Appleby  first  met  Steven  Cromer.  Cromer  was 
then  a  part-time  hustler  and  two  years  Appleby’s  senior.  Appleby  had 
seen  Cromer  hanging  around  the  hustling  area  of  downtown  Springfield 
long  before  they  met.  They  became  friends. 

Cromer,  impressed  upon  first  seeing  Appleby’s  dog-training  gear, 
asked  if  he  ever  used  it  on  people.  Cromer  asked  to  have  it  used  on  him. 
Cromer  moved  in  and  lived  with  Appleby  at  his  Piper  Road  residence 
from  1974  to  1976.  Until  that  time  Appleby  had  not  been  into  the  leather/ 
S&M  scene.  But  under  Cromer’s  influence  (and  in  order  to  satisfy 
Cromer’s  sexual  tastes),  Appleby  developed  his  own  S&M  tendencies  and 
techniques.  He  later  identified  himself  as  a  member  of  “The  Leather 
Fraternity.” 

Cromer  did  not  work.  He  often  spent  his  days  at  the  Public  Library 
studying  various  tortures  used  in  the  Inquisition  with  an  eye  on  recreating 
them  as  sex  scenarios.  The  wood  shed  in  back  of  the  house  was  trans¬ 
formed,  under  Cromer’s  careful  design,  into  a  vision  of  this  fantasy  —  leg 
irons,  whips,  etc.  They  went  whole  hog  and  Appleby,  at  considerable 
expense,  bought  all  the  related  sex  gear.  Cromer  contributed  too,  by 
making  a  replica  of  a  medieval  mace  (a  steel  pipe  with  a  chain  attached) 
which  they  hung  on  the  wall  for  display  only.  The  shed  was  for  their 
scenes.  The  mood  was  Pleasure  Chest  chic. 


The  District  Attorney  for  Hampden  County  (in 
which  Springfield  is  located)  is  Matthew  Ryan,  a 
20-year  incumbent  and  hub  of  the  county  political 
machine.  Little  transpires  in  Springfield  which 
displeases  him.  The  Boston  Globe  has  described 
Mr.  Ryan  as  the  most  reactionary  D.A.  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  an  honor  for  which  there  is  always 
tough  competition.  In  his  last  several  elections 
( excepting  the  most  recent),  Ryan  has  run  un¬ 
opposed.  Hampden  County  is  his  fiefdom. 


The  subtleties  of  an  S&M  affair,  like  any  marriage,  are  often 
complex  and,  at  times,  seemingly  contradictory.  I  think  this  is  especially 
true  in  the  case  of  homosexual  men  in  a  small  city.  Their  private  arrange¬ 
ments  are  open  for  wide  misinterpretations  and  exploitation  by  hostile 
legal  authorities. 

For  two  and  a  half  years,  Appleby  and  Cromer  lived  together.  They 
shopped,  went  to  movies,  attended  church  together.  They  had  fights  and 
made  up.  In  1976  Cromer  moved  out  for  good  and  returned  to  his  family. 


Appleby  began  travelling  to  New  York  City  to  meet  leather  men. 
Though  not  a  wealthy  man,  he  had  some  money  and  enjoyed  it.  He  had  a 
taste  for  the  flash:  he  drove  a  gold  Cadillac  and  bought  jewelry  for  his 
male  companions.  It  was  not  difficult  for  him  to  meet  young  men. 
Appleby  would  meet  them,  drive  them  back  to  Piper  Road,  get  into  a 
scene  in  the  shed  with  leg  irons  and  flagellation.  For  a  few  of  them,  the 
scene  was  a  bit  heavier  than  they  had  anticipated.  When  it  was  over, 
Appleby  put  each  back  on  the  bus  for  New  York . 

One  man  he  met  in  this  manner  was  James  Carrie  Junkin.  They 
became  lovers.  Junkin,  who  later  told  police  he  had  been  “kidnapped,” 
lived  with  Appleby  for  nine  months.  Appleby’s  father  had  died  around 
this  time,  leaving  him  an  inheritance.  Junkin  assisted  Appleby  in  dispos¬ 
ing  of  this  income. 

Together  Appleby  and  Junkin  would  go  to  New  York  City,  pick  up  a 
leather  guy  and  do  the  scene  as  a  team.  Appleby  would  drive  and  Junkin 
would  carry  on  with  the  number  in  the  back  seat.  They’d  drive  back  to 
Piper  Road,  go  through  the  paces,  and  put  him  on  the  bus  back  to 
Manhattan. 


tition.  In  his  last  several  elections  (excepting  the  most  recent),  Ryan  has 
run  unopposed.  Hampden  County  is  his  fiefdom.  Lawyers  who  practice 
in  his  district  office  confirm  that  Ryan’s  reputation  is  that  of  a  petty, 
vindictive  man  who  uses  his  office  to  settle  personal  scores  and  to  enforce 
his  numerous  prejudices.  Typical  of  his  official  behavior  was  a  case  three 
years  ago  involving  a  defendant  of  Italo-American  heritage.  During  his 
closing  argument  to  the  jury,  D.A.  Ryan  made  vicious  and  derogatory 
remarks  about  the  man’s  ancestry,  his  ethnic  background  and  personal 
associations.  Because  of  these  slurs,  the  defendant’s  conviction  was 
thrown  out  on  appeal. 

The  District  Attorney’s  job  has  been  part-time  work  for  Mr.  Ryan 
these  past  20  years.  Until  1978  Ryan  also  ran  an  extremely  successful 
private  law  practice;  his  specialty  was  civil  negligence.  Advocates  of 
governmental  reform  in  Massachusetts  have  long  argued  that  permitting  a 
D.A.  to  work  a  private  law  practice  invites  abuse  of  power  and  is  a  source 
for  numerous  conflicts  of  interest.  With  the  passing  of  court  reform 
legislation  in  1978,  this  practice  was  proscribed.  The  only  sitting  D.A.  to 
testify  against  it  was  Matthew  Ryan. 


Police  officers  Burke  (I )  and  Kulig  (r)  with  Appleby 


The  Complaint 

In  October  1977  one  fellow  who’d  spent  the  weekend  chez  Appleby 
went  back  to  New  York  and  made  a  complaint  to  the  police.  This  was 
John  Joseph  Doyle,  who  told  authorities  he’d  been  “kidnapped”  and 
driven  to  Massachusetts  and  kept  at  Appleby’s.  He  described  the  S&M 
gear  and  the  wood  shed.  Police  began  a  casual  investigation.  They  talked 
to  other  men  in  the  leather  scene.  Five  told  similar  stories  of  being  taken 
to  Massachusetts.  They  too  described  the  sex  scene  at  Appleby’s.  Only 
one  of  them,  however,  was  willing  to  press  a  complaint.  Some  of  the  five 
whom  police  questioned  admitted  Appleby  had  mentioned  death  or  the 
threat  of  death  while  they  were  at  the  Piper  Road  house.  This  led  police  to 
suspect  that  Appleby  had  perhaps  done  in  some  of  the  sex  partners.  Why 
else  keep  so  many  “torture  devices”  about  the  house? 

Junkin  left  Appleby  in  April  1978.  He  returned  to  New  York  City 
and  talked  to  the  police.  What’s  odd  about  this  is  that  anybody  into  the 
leather/S&M  scene  knows  perfectly  well  that  no  matter  what  kind  of 
animosity  leads  to  two  leather  guys  breaking  up,  you  don’t  run  to  Lily 
Law  with  Tall  Tales.  One  source  has  it  that  they  fell  out  over  political 
differences,  particularly  relating  to  the  direction  of  Appleby’s  sexual 
practices.  Appleby  insists  there  was  no  acrimony  in  their  separating  and 
suspects  pressure  was  put  on  Junkin  to  talk  once  he  returned  to  New 
York. 

At  any  rate,  Junkin  corroborated  Doyle’s  story.  Junkin  even  used 
the  phrase  “dismembered  bodies.”  With  this  information,  New  York 
authorities  proceeded  to  seek  Appleby’s  arrest.  West  Springfield  police 
made  the  arrest  at  7:45  a.m.,  Tuesday,  13  June  1978. 

Appleby  maintains  that  he  was  set  up.  He  insists  that  the  charges 
coming  out  of  the  New  York  investigation  were  a  way  of  threatening  him 
to  silence  after  he  had  been  ripped  off  by  acquaintances  for  a  large 
amount  of  cash.  He  cites  as  further  evidence  of  a  set-up  an  incident  in 
May  1978  in  which  charges  were  brought  against  him  (and  later  dismissed) 
involving  a  gun  threat  in  Manhattan. 

The  D.A.  Creates  a  Sensation 

The  District  Attorney  for  Hampden  County  (in  which  Springfield  is 
located)  is  Matthew  Ryan,  a  20-year  incumbent  and  hub  of  the  county 
political  machine.  Little  transpires  in  Springfield  which  displeases  him. 
The  Boston  Globe  has  described  Mr.  Ryan  as  the  most  reactionary  D.A. 
in  the  Commonwealth,  an  honor  for  which  there  is  always  tough  compe- 


I  spoke  with  several  men  who  practice  criminal  law  in  Hampden 
County;  they  asked  not  to  be  identified.  They  told  of  a  common  practice 
in  Ryan’s  district.  Criminal  defendants  who  refuse  to  deal  with  the  0.A. 
and  plead  guilty  will  invariably  receive,  upon  conviction,  heavier 
sentences  if  they  seek  a  trial.  According  to  one  source,  Ryan’s  business 
holdings  in  and  around  Springfield  are  not  inconsequential  and  those  in 
competing  businesses  have  been  known  to  suffer  from  Ryan’s  selective 
law  enforcement. 

As  the  Appleby  story  broke,  Ryan  (a  great  publicity-lover)  knew  it 
was  a  hot  one.  He  personally  joined  in  the  search  for  bodies  in  Appleby’s 
back  yard.  He  made  sure  the  digging  continued  for  three  days.  Ryan’s 
office  and  the  police  fed  rumors  to  the  receptive  press:  that  Appleby  had 
broken  down  and  confessed  numerous  murders,  that  he  was  the  ring¬ 
leader  of  a  world-wide  underground  of  homosexual  Nazi  torturers,  that 
one  of  his  “torture  victims”  later  “lost”  a  testicle. 

When  the  dig  was  completed,  the  police  were  embarrassed  to  report 
that  they  had  uncovered  only  a  barrel  of  old  clothes  and  the  remains  of  a 
dead  dog.  Ryan  told  the  press  (with,  remarkably,  a  straight  face): 
“Everything  has  been  found  but  a  body.” 

Appleby  remained  in  jail  in  lieu  of  $100,000  bail.  Pictures  of  the  dig 
were  printed  in  The  New  York  Times,  The  Daily  News,  and  in  Boston  and 
Springfield  papers.  With  no  bodies,  however,  this  hot  story  suddenly 
fizzled  out. 

New  York  officials  quickly  lost  interest  when  the  excavation  turned 
up  nothing.  After  a  few  weeks,  they  dropped  their  charges.  This  left  D.A. 
Ryan  out  on  a  limb.  After  all  his  fuss,  he  had  no  case  against  Appleby.  At 
this  point,  Appleby  should  have  been  released  and  the  whole  affair  should 
have-ended.  Instead,  Ryan  kept  Appleby  in  jail,  kept  bail  at  $100,000  and 
went  about  building  a  case,  any  case,  against  his  prisoner.  The  primary 
was  less  than  90  days  away. 

Mr.  Ryan  invited  local  citizens  to  come  forward  and  offer  any  infor¬ 
mation  they  had  on  Appleby.  The  police  rounded  up  13  young  men  and 
questioned  them  about  Appleby.  Nothing  they  gleaned  was  enough  for 
Ryan’s  needs. 

Until  Steven  Cromer  reappeared. 

An  Ex-Lover’s  Testimony 

Cromer  had  not  been  with  Appleby  since  1976.  And  for  whatever 
reasons  (whether  a  natural  press-conscious  lens  queen  or  whether  re- 
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sponding  to  the  threats  of  the  D.A.  —  Cromer,  through  his  years  of 
hustling,  was  not  unknown  to  the  cops),  Cromer  was  rushed  before  the 
grand  jury,  told  how  Appleby  held  him  against  his  will  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  turned  him  into  a  slave  and  beat  him  regularly.  Three  assault  and 
battery  indictments  were  returned  against  Appleby,  alleging  he  struck 
Cromer  with  a  baseball  bat,  a  bull  whip,  and  a  riding  crop. 

All  through  the  summer,  Appleby  was  held  in  Hampshire  County 
jail,  where  he  claims  he  was  beaten.  The  New  York  charges  were  quietly 
dropped,  though  he  remained  stigmatized  by  the  sensational  publicity  of 
Suspected- Homosexual-Torturer-Mass-Murderer.  Charged  with  A&B 
(many  people  so  charged  are  released  on  personal  recognizance  or  low 
bail),  he  remained  in  need  of  $100,000. 

Appleby  s  first  lawyer,  Edward  Hurley,  proved  unsatisfactory. 
Appleby  dropped  him.  He  hired  Jim  Smith  and  George  Nasser  to 
represent  him.  This  was  August  1978.  It  so  happened  that,  at  that  time, 
George  Nasser  was  a  candidate  for  District  Attorney  against  Matthew 
Ryan,  the  first  such  in  many  years.  Nasser  lost  on  primary  day  by  four 
percent  of  the  vote. 

In  order  to  get  the  D.A.  to  observe  due  legal  process  and  Appleby’s 
constitutional  rights,  defense  attorney  Jim  Smith  had  to  appeal  twice  to 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court;  Abrams  granted  him  his  motion  for  voir  dire 
of  prospective  jurors;  Liacos  reduced  Appleby’s  bail  from  the  outrageous 
$100,000  to  $1500.  In  October  1978,  after  four  months  in  jail,  Appleby 
was  released.  Smith,  who  wanted  the  trial  moved  to  Boston,  failed  to  get 
a  change  of  venue. 

The  Trial 

Appleby  was  brought  to  trial  in  November  1978.  The  judge  for  the 
Hampden  Superior  Court  trial  was  Raymond -Cross,  a  tough  sentencer 
and  a  crony  of  the  D.A.  Seventy  prospective  jurors  were  questioned  to  get 
a  final  jury  consisting  of  nine  males  and  three  females. 

Steve  Cromer  was,  of  course,  the  state’s  main  witness.  He  was  on  the 
stand  for  three  days.  George  Nasser,  who  represented  Appleby  in  court, 
told  me  that  Cromer  made  his  work  easy  for  him  by  lying.  “The  first 
thing  Cromer  said  under  oath  was  ‘I  am  not  a  homosexual.’  It  was  almost 
as  though  he  wanted  me  to  expose  his  lying.  Like  he  wanted  to  get  caught 
at  it.”  Cromer  was  easily  discredited.  But  the  state  pressed  on  with  its 
case,  under  the  direction  of  Assistant  D.A.  Wayne  Boylan. 

In  his  own  defense,  Appleby  denied  he  had  ever  hit  Cromer  with  a 
baseball  bat  or  a  bull  whip.  He  acknowledged  that  he  regularly  struck 
Cromer  with  a  riding  crop  because  Cromer  insisted  this  was  the  only  way 
he  could  be  sexually  gratified.  Thus  the  crux  of  the  case  was  this  question: 
can  two  homosexual  adults  engage  in  consensual  flagellation  for  sexual 
pleasure  in  private?  The  Commonwealth  argued  that  no  one  can  consent 
to  a  beating  no  matter  the  pleasure  received  because  assault  was  a  crime 
against  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  The  defense  was  arguing 
for  extending  the  rights  to  privacy  given  homosexual  acts  under  Baltha¬ 
zar.  It  was  a  classic  situation  homosexuals  constantly  face  in  this  society. 
When  are  sex  acts  protected  by  our  rights  to  privacy?  And  when  does  the 
state  declare  them  “criminal”?  Was  this  criminal  proceeding  against 
Kenneth  Appleby,  as  the  defense  believed,  just  the  enforcement  of  D.A. 
Ryan  s  own  sumptuary  law  for  political  gain?  It  was  observed  that  this 
was  probably  the  first  time  in  his  career  that  D.A.  Ryan  had  ever  gone  to 
trial  to  protect  a  homosexual  from  a  beating  —  and  in  this  case  it  was  a 
whipping  the  victim”  had  sought  and  requested  from  another  gay  man! 

To  demonstrate  the  severity  of  the  crime  alleged.  Assistant  D.A. 
Boylan  picked  up  the  riding  crop  (it  was  an  exhibit,  as  were  numerous 
other  S&M  toys)  and  flagellated  himself  repeatedly  during  testimony  for 
the  benefit  of  the  jury. 

The  jury  then  pondered  the  case.  They  refused  to  convict  on  the 
charges  involving  the  bat  or  the  bull  whip  (no  doubt  disbelieving 
Cromer’s  testimony).  Since  no  one  contested  that  Appleby  used  the  riding 
crop  for  sex  with  Cromer,  the  jurors  convicted  on  this  one  simple  charge. 

Judge  Cross  then  sentenced  Appleby  to  a  term  of  eight  to  ten  years 
for  this  “crime.”  In  an  interview  after  the  trial,  George  Nasser  told  me 
that  under  ordinary  circumstances,  if  this  private  behavior  of  two  people 
living  together  had  somehow  come  to  The  attention  of  the  police,  no 
charges  would  have  resulted.  What  happened  to  his  client  was  a  strange 
set  of  circumstances  which  the  D.A.  picked  up  and  used  for  his  benefit. 

Appleby  was  removed  to  the  Reception  and  Diagnostic  Center  at 
Norfolk  Prison.  He  has  been  there  for  four  months  awaiting  classifica¬ 
tion.  His  sentence  and  conviction  are  being  appealed.  Another  trial  is 
likely.  Ryan  has  outstanding  indictments  against  Appleby  alleging 


Appleby’s  house,  which  has  been  demolished 


sodomy,  conspiracy  to  commit  rape  and  possession  of  drugs.  In  March, 
Ryan  sought  to  have  Appleby  declared  a  “sexually  dangerous  person” 
and  sent  to  Bridgewater. 

After  nine  months  of  tangling  with  the  law,  Appleby  is  broke.  Yet  he 
faces  costly  appeals  and  a  future  trial  without  money  and  lacking  outside 
support.  (The  transcript  of  his  trial  alone  will  cost  close  to  $1000.)  He  has 
been  reaching  out  to  the  gay  community.  He  hopes  gay  people  —  and 
particularly  those  gay  men  who  might  find  themselves  vulnerable  because 
of  a  similar  lifestyle  —  will  help  raise  funds  for  his  future  defense.  The  lot 
of  any  homosexual  in  prison  is  precarious;  Appleby’s  is  compounded  by 
poor  health. 

Ken  Appleby’s  situation,  though  a  dramatic  instance  of  legal  harass¬ 
ment  and  prejudice,  is  not  unique.  The  case  against  him  and  (he  press’ 
exploitation  of  his  lifestyle  were  part  of  what  seemed  to  be  a  pattern  o, 
homophobic  harassments  last  summer  and  fall  in  central  Massachusetts. 
Following  Appleby’s  arrest,  dozens  of  men  were  arrested  at  an  active  rest 
area  off  1-90.  A  few  weeks  after  that  came  the  weird  story  about  alleged 
homosexual  orgies  in  a  tearoom  at  Amherst  and  homosexual  teachers 
coercing  male  students  to  engage  in  sex  for  good  grades. 

What  is  demonstrated  in  the  case  against  Appleby  is  that  once  again 
we  see  legal  authorities  cracking  down  on  homosexuals  who  are  perceived 
to  be  on  the  fringes  of  gay  life,  e.g.,  pedophiles,  radicals,  those  whose  sex 
is  S&M,  Snd  those  who  have  sex  in  public  places.  Appleby’s  case  has 
attracted  no  support  from  homosexual  activists.  This  may  be  partly  due 
to  his  living  in  a  small  city  where  gay  people  are  not  well  organized  to  take 
on  the  police  and  an  entrenched  D.A.  I  also  suspect  that  some  who  might 
have  been  inclined  to  help  were  frightened  off  by  the  freakier  aspects  of 
the  publicity.  Big  enough  scare  stories  —  somehow  more  believable  when 
about  homosexuals  —  will,  it  seems,  neutralize  all  potential  resistance. 

What’s  important  is  the  outcome:  in  Massachusetts,  we  now  know 
that  a  man  can  be  sentenced  for  up  to  ten  years  in  prison  for  engaging  in 
what  appears  to  have  been  a  consensual  sado-masochistic  sexual  relation¬ 
ship  with  another  man  up  to  two  years  after  the  fact. 

On  March  15,  however,  Appleby  found  himself  quickly  transferred 
to  Walpole  State  Prison.  D.A.  Ryan  had  gone  before  the  Supreme  Judi¬ 
cial  Court  to  argue  against  Appleby’s  motion  that  he  be  remanded  to 
Norfolk,  thereby  also  overruling  the  Classification  Board’s  decision  that 
Appleby  remain  at  MCI-Norfolk.  Appleby  writes  from  Walpole:  “The 
same  day  I  was  sent  to  Walpole  all  my  medication  for  my  heart  problem 
was  stopped.  That  night,  3/15/79,  at  9:30  p.m.,  I  suffered  a  heart  seizure 
in  the  cell.”  He  was  taken  from  prison  first  to  the  Norwood  Hospital  and 
later  to  Peter  Bent  Brigham.-  Before  treatment  was  completed,  Appleby 
was  returned  to  Walpole.  “On  Monday  the  19th,  I  was  put  into  a  block  of 
some  50  prisoners  at  Walpole  Block  No.  A-6.  I  was  there  approximately 
one  and  a  half  hours  when  two  prisoners  jumped  me  while  I  was  laying 
down  sick.  I  was  beaten  unconscious.  Two  of  my  teeth  were  knocked  out, 
my  face  smashed  into  the  cement  wall  and  my  head  smashed  into  the  wall. 

I  was  kicked  repeatedly  in  the  groin.”  He  was  again  taken  briefly  to 
Norwood  Hospital,  but  returned  to  Walpole  and  placed  in  solitary  con¬ 
finement.  Letters  sent  to  his  lawyer  have  been  returned  to  him.  The  only 
visitor  he’s  had  has  been  a  priest  from  Dignity/Boston.  “Ryan  is  trying 
his  damnedest  to  see  to  it  that  I  don’t  live  to  my  appeal  and  trial.” 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 


KEVIN  H.  WHITE,  MAYOR 


YOUTH  SUMMER  JOBS  PROGRAM 

LABORERS  ASSISTANT/GENERAL:  No  specific 
skills  necessary.  Applicants  must  be  City  of 
Boston  residents,  16  years  or  older.  Applications 
will  be  accepted  April  17  thru  April  30,  Monday 
through  Friday,  from  10:00  a.m.  -  noon,  and  from 
1:00  -  4:00  p.m.  in  Room  113,  Boston  City  Hall. 
Laborers  will  be  selected  through  a  Lottery.  Win¬ 
ners  will  be  notified  by  July  2,  1979. 

Clerical/Special:  Clerical  applicants  must  type  40  wpm  and 
have  office  or  clerical  experience.  Applicants  for  special 
(counseling)  positions  must  have  the  requisite  education  and 
or  actual  experience  in  youth  counseling. 

LIFEGUARD:  Applicants  must  hold  1979  certificates  in  Life 
Saving  and  CPR.  Applicants  with  past  life  saving  experience 
will  be  given  preference. 

Applicants  for  Clerical/Special  and  Lifeguard  positions  must 
be  18  years  or  older  and  residents  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Appli¬ 
cations  for  these  positions  will  be  accepted  April  17  through 
April  30,  Monday  through  Friday,  from  10:00  a.m.  -  noon,  and 
from  1:00  -  4:00  p.m.  in  Room  113,  Boston  City  Hall. 

PROOF  OF  BOSTON  RESIDENCY,  WHICH  MUST 
BE  PRESENTED  WITH  THE  APPLICATION,  CAN 
BE  A  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT  CARD  OR  ID,  OR  A 
POST  MARKED  LETTER  ADDRESSED  TO  THE 
APPLICANT  OR  PARENT. 
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What  Do  They  Do? 


By  Mary  Grenier-  Witthaus 

Soon  after  the  semblance  of  a 
meager  brand  of  sanity  overtook 
my  life,  I  realized  that  my  dream 
of  moving  to  Taiwan  (inspired  for 
the  most  part  by  hearty  doses  of 
Pabst  Blue  Ribbon  and  Rock  & 
Rye)  was  not  the  most  logical 
predilection  to  enter  my  hazy 
consciousness.  I  settled  instead  for 
the  mystical  and  occasionally 
tropical  land  of  Worcester,  MA, 
and  found  my  little  grass  shack  in 
the  form  of  a  second  floor  of  a 
three-decker.  Armed  with  a  record 
player/ and  some  spaghetti-os,  I 
moved  in. 

The  night  of  my  arrival,  1  was 
treated  to  what  might  have  made  a 
stimulating  experiment  in 
“Strength  of  Materials  Lab  II,” 
but  which  caused  me  to  grab  a 
raincoat  and  run  out  into  the  wilds 
of  Worcester  at  midnight,  trying 
to  remember  what  Charlton 
Heston  would  have  done  in  a 
given  scene  from  Earthquake. 
Seemingly  from  nowhere,  my 
apartment,  and  the  entire  house, 
began  to  shake  in  a  nicely  rhyth¬ 
mic,  but  altogether  disconcerting, 
manner,  such  that  my  teapot  did  a 
fox  trot  across  the  stove  and  the 
light  fixtures  commenced  an  aerial 
ballet.  Descriptions  of  this  phe¬ 
nomenon  to  friends  provided  me 
with  a  lot  of  explanations  (car¬ 
penter  ants,  high  winds).  How¬ 
ever,  they  could  offer  me  little  in 
the  way  of  comfort.  I  found  my¬ 
self  faced  with  [  the  prospect  of 
toppling  headlong  into  Upsala 
Street  along  with  several  tons  of 
three-decker,  prompted  by  one  of 
these  seven-on-the-Richter-scale 
sessions. 

A  phone  call  to  my  landlord 
(myself,  all  eager  innocence:  “It 
only  happens  at  night,  is  very 
rhythmic.  Yes,  I  believe  the  couple 
downstairs  were  home  at  the 
time”)  resulted  in  his  blushing 
wife  dropping  by  for  a  “between- 
us-girls”  explanation  of  my  waltz¬ 
ing  furniture.  The  couple  upstairs, 
in  the  transports  of  their  love- 
making  brought  each  other  to 
heights  of  ecstasy  in  a  rather  fero¬ 
cious  version  of  the  Missionary 
Meringue.  Hubby’s  attempts  to 
make  his  wife  see  stars  and  hear 
the  music  of  the  spheres  were  evi¬ 
dently  comprised  of  a  metronome¬ 


like  series  of  Green  Bay  Packer 
thrusts.  His  dedication  to  this  task 
was  enough  to  move  the  beams  of 
my  castle  from  their  foundations. 

I  was  embarrassed,  but  unwill¬ 
ing  to  sit  down  with  a  cup  of 
Mellow  Mint  and  explain  to  Mrs. 
Landlady  my  ignornace  of  the 
gentle  realms  of  hetero-eroticism. 
I  instead  nodded  and  sat  down  to 
meditate  on  what  manner  of  body 
could  withstand  such  assault  every 
night  and  twice  on  Sundays. 

I  recount  this  charming  tale  to 
preface  an  incident  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  which  give  me  pause.  In 
the  course  of  a  conversation  with 
my  sister,  a  mutual  friend  asked 
her,-  giggling,  “What  do  lesbians 
do?”  (Read:  in  bed.)  My  good 
sister  responded  with  some  retort 
or  the  other  about  imagination 
and  related  the  story  to  me.  I  am 
struck  with  a  sense  of  awe  and 
wonder  when  I  consider  that,  al¬ 
though  an  otherwise  sane  and 
intelligent  person,  my  friend  could 
find  only  empty  space  or  perhaps 
a  seamy  vision  of  diamond 
studded  dildos  and  garter  belts 
when  imagining  a  sexual  experi¬ 
ence  minus  a  penis.  It  is  symptom¬ 
atic  of  my  generous  nature  that  I 
felt  that,  for  the  majority  of 
women,  an  erotic  encounter  seems 
to  be  equivalent  to  the  form  of 
jackhammer  shuffle  related  earlier 
in  this  essay,  and  that  for  most 
men,  good  bedmanship  means 
vicious  lunges  made  all  the  more 
commendable  by  their  duration. 

This  kindhearted  reflection  was 
soon  replaced,  however,  with  a 
befuddled  outrage  at  the  mentality 
that  keeps  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
the  closet,  bottle  or  mental  ward. 
Although  I  make  no  claims  to  be  a 
Kinsey,  I  do  know  that  anyone 
who  sees  a  woman  as  a  collection 
of  orifices,  which  exist  mainly  to 
have  something  stuck  in  them,  is 
not  in  a  good  position  to  judge  my 
love  life  obscene  or  amusing.  That 
there  is  a  world  of  experience 
beyond  the  old  in-out  seems  to  me 
so  obvious  that  it  is  easy,  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  “normal”  members  of 
society,  to  forget  from  just  what 
mount  they  are  sermonizing  when 
they  discuss  my.  abnormality.  Evi¬ 
dently,  these  straight  swingers  of 
the  golden  seventies  are  brought 

Books 


to  a  state  resembling  catalepsy 
when  you  deprive  them  of  their 
_  man-on-top  reference  point  and 
ask  them  to  imagine  anything  else. 

I  related  this  story  of  my 
friend’s  stupefaction  about  what 
we  “do”  to  other,  less  dull-witted 
people.  They  offered  me  some 
reasons  for  the  straight  world’s 
definition  of  sex  as  a  sparring  con¬ 
test,  whose  rules  seem  to  be  limits 
on  the  number  of  minutes  one 
should  attend  to  a  particular  part 
of  the  corpus.  My  own  experience 
(no,  Doctor,  I  wasn’t  always  this 
way)  would  produce  a  formula 
that  never  varied  more  than  a 
standard  deviation:  mouth  on 
mouth,  mouth  on  neck,  hand  to 
whatever  breast  is  closest  in  proxi¬ 
mity  for  one-and-a-half  minutes, 
hand  to  thigh  for  thirty  seconds, 
and  CHARGE!  followed  by  an 
eager  little  sneer:  “Didja  come?” 
One  idea  was  that  the  funda¬ 
mental,  and  not  always  sub¬ 
conscious,  antagonism  between 
.  the  sexes  results  in  suppressed 
violence  which  erupts  in  the  bed¬ 
room.  I  found  this  interesting  in 
light  of  literary  epics  bearing  titles 
such  as  Lisa  Learns  of  Love  and 
High  School  Hotpants,  whose 
wording  echoes  that  of  an.infantry 
platoon  historian  recounting  a 
battle:  “I  rammed  my  rock  hard 
tool  into  her  steaming  et  cetera.” 

Another  thought  was  that  social 
conditioning  forces  otherwise 
gentle  and  creative  men  and 
women  into  behaving  like  trained 
chimps  whenever  the  situation  in¬ 
volves  taking  their  pants  off. 
What  bothers  me  about  this  ex¬ 
planation  is  that,  gee  whiz!,  I  was 
also  conditioned  by  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  social  forces,  but 
quickly  learned  that  the  road  to 
nirvana  lay  perhaps  to  the  left  at 
the  lights  but  certainly  not  in  the 
direction  these  insidious  social 
forces  were  chauffering  me.  It 
didn’t  take  me  a  lot  of  thought  on 
the  matter  to  decide  to  take  my 
business  and  body  elsewhere. 

What  I  am  attempting  to  put 
across  is  that  until  all  people  — 
gay,  straight  or  bisexual  (by  the 
way,  if  a  lesbian  is  gay,  does  that 
make  a  bisexual  manic-depres¬ 
sive?  Just  wondering  .  .  .)  can 
learn  to  see  beyond  the  antics  of 
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Publish  or  Perish 


The  Passionate  Perils  of 
Publishing 

By  Celeste  West  and  Valerie 
Wheat 

San  Francisco:  Booklegger  Press, 
1978.  76  pp.  $5. 

By  Peg  Cruikshank 

For  several  years,  Booklegger 
Press  has  been  serving  readers  in¬ 
terested  in  radical  librarianship, 
alternative  book  sources,  and 
feminism,  and  now  it  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  guide  called  The  Passion¬ 
ate  Perils  of  Publishing.  It  is 
partly  a  bibliography  and  partly 
an  exhortation  to  take  control  of 
our  own  publishing  lives. 

To  quote  from  the  back  cover’s 
description  of  the  contents: 

“The  Literary-Industrial 
Complex  —  the  muddled 
madness  of  the  media  barons; 
The  Saga  of  the  Independent ' 
Press  —  an  ardent  tale  in  an 
untamed  land; 

Self-Publishing  —  a  world  of 
romantic  ravishment 


The  Fires  of  the  Feminist 
Press  —  the  women  who 
won’t  wait” 

There  is  also  a  section  called 
“Kids’  Liberated  Liberature.” 

The  exuberant  playfulness  of 
Wheat  and  West,  everywhere  ap¬ 
parent  in  The  Passionate  Perils, 
even  in  the  illustrations  and  the 
footnotes,  makes  the  book  a  de¬ 
light,  even  though  it  is  partly  a 
horror  story.  In  the  tradition  of 
the  Victorian  prose  writers  expos¬ 
ing  the  lurid  underbelly  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  Wheat  and  West  catalogue 
the  evils  of  the  literary-industrial 
complex.  But  religion  is  still 
around,  despite  Carlyle  and 
Arnold,  and  even  the  piercing 
gaze  of  Booklegger  cannot  turn 
Doubleday  to  stone  —  unfortu¬ 
nately.  Still,  it  is  better  to  hear  the 
truth.  Only*  feminists  who  care 
passionately  about  writing  could 
have  surveyed  the  Big  Publishers’ 
territory  as  carefully  and  as  ir¬ 
reverently  as  the  women  of  Book¬ 
legger  have  done. 

In  her  note  to  a  list  of  feminist 


sourcess,  Valerie  Wheat  reminds 
us  that  establishment  publishers 
have  tolerated  only  a  few  forms  of 
women’s  writing:  “the  housewife- 
in-revolt  novel,  the  how-to-get- 
yours  guide  for  the  woman  execu¬ 
tive,  history  or  biography  of 
women  that  is  not  (oo  radical.” 

The  chapter  titled  “Roll  Yr 
Own:  A  Guide  for  New  Publish¬ 
ers,  Self-Publishers,  and 
Authors”  should  be  especially  in¬ 
vigorating  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men-  because  of  our  traditional 
invisibility  and  our  great  need  now 
to  define  for  ourselves  who  we 
are. 

It’s  hard  to  describe  a  prose 
style  as  distinctive  as  Celeste 
West’s.  It  blends  the  flippant 
spirit  of  the  sixties,  the  feistiness 
of  seventies  feminism,  and  the 
vigor  of  dissenting  scholarship. 

The  Passionate  Perils  of  Pub¬ 
lishing  is  a  first-rate  resource  tool 
and  more  rare  than  that,  it  is  a 
life-enhancing,  joyous  book.  Give 
it  to  your  lover.  Or  lovers.  Then 
Roll  Yr  Own  book. 
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Bar  Culture 
and  Gay  Liberation 


By  Tom  mi  A  vicolli 

For  some  gay  men,  cruising  is 
an  art:  maintaining  an  air  of  cool 
composure,  as  if  sitting  in  a  dark 
bar  with  loud  blaring  music  were 
as  simple  as  being  cuddled  up  in  a 
soft  chair  in  a  plush,  comfortable 
apartment.  The  ease  with  which 
they  approach  those  who  interest 
them;  the  fascinating  way  they 
have  of  initiating  conversations 
that  don’t  seem  trite  or  awkward; 
the  sense  of  dignity  they  maintain 
while  engaging  in  talk  designed 
only  to  lure  their  victim  home,  is 
overwhelming.  Why  do  I  find  my¬ 
self  tense,  self  conscious,  and 
embarassed?  Is  there  a  secret  to 
cruising  that  I,  a  veteran  of  some 
eight  years  of  being  out,  have  not 
discovered? 

I  came  out  through  the  move¬ 
ment.  I  experienced  coffee  hours 
at  Temple  University  before  I  was 
ever  aware  of  the  existence  of  the 
gay  bars.  From  the  first,  I  didn’t 
like  the  bars.  They  were  noisy, 
dark,  and  crowded,  three  features 
I  loathe  in  any  room  I  enter.  I  dis¬ 
like  parties  for  the  same  reason.  I 
get  claustrophobic  very  easily  — 
and  find  staring  at  faces  in  the 
dark  to  be  extremely  disquieting. 
Why  can’t  we  see  who  we’re  talk¬ 
ing  to  —  or  the  guy  a  few  stools 
down  at  the  bar?  And  why  does 
the  music  have  to  be  so  loud  that 
my  ears  ring  for  three  days  after¬ 
wards?  Perhaps  it’s  just  my  own 
sensitivity  to  noise.  And  disco  — 
with  its  monotonous  beat  and  re¬ 
petitive  lyrics  —  drives  me  to 
drink.  Which  is  probably  the  rea¬ 
son  for  the  noise,  the  darkness, 
and  the  crowds  —  the  sale  of 
drinks.  People  probably  wouldn’t 
drink  as  much  if  they  could  actu¬ 
ally  engage  in  an  intelligent  discus¬ 
sion  without  having  to  shout 
themselves  hoarse. 

Thanks  to  the  movement  I  have 
been  spoiled  by  coffeehouses 
where  there  are  friendly  smiles,  in¬ 
telligent  conversations  and 
listenable  music.  The  desperate 
kind  of  era  sing  one  finds  at  the 
bars  is  not  apparent  at  the  coffee¬ 
house.  There,  the  clientele  actual¬ 
ly  assemble  to  enjoy  each  other’s 
company,  an  often  rare  pheno¬ 
menon  in  the  gay  male  communi¬ 
ty.  If  1  want  quick  sex,  the  baths 
seem  a  much  more  humane  solu¬ 
tion  than  the  bars.  At  least  there 
you  know  why  everyone  else  is 
standing  around  in  a  towel.  The 
environment  doesn’t  irritate  my 
nervous  system  the  way  the  high 
decibel  levels  of  the  bars  do. 

I  don’t  understand  why  we,  as 
gay  men,  settle  for  the  bars  when 
we  can  have  alternatives.  It  used 
to  be  that  we  had  no  choice  — 
back  in  the  dark  ages  before  the 
gay  rebellion  of  1969  —  but 
what’s  our  excuse  now?  Econo¬ 
mics?  If  more  gays  would  support 
them,  places  like  the  gay  coffee¬ 
house  in  Philadelphia  would  be 
prospering.  Economics  is  a  poor 
excuse.  Rather,  the  failure  of  al¬ 
ternatives  to  the  bars  is  due  to  lack 
of  support  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  We  seem  to  be  choosing 
our  own  environments,  and  I 
wonder  why  it’s  the  bars  being 
given  the  better  part  of  the  patron¬ 
age. 

For  a  time,  it  was  “in”  not  to 
like  the  bars.  The  leftover  radical¬ 
ism  of  the  60s  made  us  question 
their  validity  in  our  community. 
Then  came  the  mid-seventies  and 
Bette  Midler  and  the  other  straight 
female  performers  who  revived 
the  bar’s  image.  It  became  chic  to 
be  seen  in  certain  bars.  Bette  Mid¬ 
ler  included  the  names  of  popular 
bars  in  her  act.  TV,  even,  men¬ 
tioned  them.  Straights  began  to  be 
seen  in  some  of  the  more  elegant 
ones,  while  the  stars  of  the  gay 
community  (like  transsexual 


Rachel  Harlow  in  Philadelphia) 
were  hired  to  work  in  or  promote 
certain  establishments. 

Simultaneously,  the  image  of  the 
movement  became  connected  to 
everything  inelegant.  I  remember 
a  time  in  Philadelphia  when,  if 
you  were  one  of  the  “in”  bar 
people,  you  wouldn’t  be  caught 
dead  near  a  gay  liberation  meeting 
or  cause.  You  dressed  up,  made 
your  entrances  at  all  the  posh 
bars,  and  associated  with  only  the 
upper  crust  of  the  new  elite  in  the 
gay  community. 

In  1974  and  ’75,  I  used  to  fre¬ 
quently  stand  outside  some  of  the 
bars  and  hand  out  leaflets  for 
marches,  rallies  and  meetings. 
Some  of  the  opinions  of  the  pat¬ 
rons  of  these  bars  toward  the 
movement  was  nauseating.  They 
saw  no  connection  between  their 
new  freedoms  (i.e.,  being  able  to 
spend  an  evening  in  a  bar  without 
fear  of  a  raid)  and  the  movement’s 
'activities  over  the  past  few  years. 
They  didn’t  care  that  we  had  met 
with  the  police  in  an  effort  to  raise 
their  consciousness,  talked  with 
councilpeople  about  a  gay  rights 
bill,  and  gone  from  schools  to 
community  groups  promoting  the 
rights  they  were  beginning  to  en¬ 
joy.  Their  apathy  —  sometimes  it 
was  even  annoyance  —  was  alarm¬ 
ing  and  frustrating.  “Why  do  you 
have  to  advertise  what  you  are?” 
they  would  say.  Advertise?  What 
about  civil  rights?  “We  have  all 
the  rights  we  need,”  they  would 
respond,  smiling.  “If  you  don’t 
make  noise,  no  one  bothers  you.” 
Tell  that  to  the  gays  who  lose  their 
jobs,  or  find  themselves  lying 
stabbed  and  beaten  by  straight 
boys  who  needed  to  prove  their 
manhood  on  another  faggot’s 
body. 

A  year  or  so  later,  I  left  the 
movement  to  pursue  my  writing 
career.  I  lost  touch,  for  a  short 
while,  with  the  movement  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  But,  soon  enough,  I  was 
back  at  meetings  —  and  seeing  the 
same  apathy  from  the  same  bar 
crowds. 

Recently,  I  was  in  a  bar  I  have¬ 
n’t  been  inside  of  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  old  familiar  tensions 
re-emerged.  I  found  myself  plas¬ 
tered  against  the  wall,  milking  a 
rum  and  coke,  and  watching  the 
beautiful  bodies  in  their  carefully 
acted  out  rituals  of  cruising. 
Somehow,  when  I  left,  alone,  I 
felt  drained  —  as  if  I  had  been  ac¬ 
costed  by  a  vampire.  Was  there 
something  wrong  with  me?  I  had  a 
momentary  self-doubt.  But  I  real¬ 
ized  it  wasn’t  me.  It  was  just  that  I 
had  been  assimilated  into  a  very 
different  environment.  I  need  a 
supportive  atmosphere,  not  the 
detached,  isolation  of  the  bar  exis¬ 
tence  —  standing  alone  against  a 
plastered  wall  with  a  watered 
down  drink. 

I  will  never  be  an  artful  cruiser. 

I  will  deal  with  my  loneliness  in 
the  ways  I  have  always  handled  it. 
Instead  of  seeking  a  dark  corner 
of  some  bar,  I  will  continue 
pounding  away  at  the  keys  of  my 
typewriter,  pouring  out  the  feel¬ 
ings  I  sometimes  do  not  even  feel 
comfortable  mentioning  to  my 
friends.  For  me,  writing  has  al¬ 
ways  been  therapeutic.  It’s  saved 
my  life  on  many  an  occasion  — 
literally.  I’m  afraid.  Without  its 
comforting  asylum,  1  might  have 
seriously  executed  the  suicides  I 
have  considered  in  moments  of 
deepest  desperation.  Fortunately, 
for  me,  writing  has  been  the  mir¬ 
acle  which  kept  me  together  — 
unlike  the  writer  Sylvia  Plath, 
who,  in  desperation,  stuck  her 
head  in  an  oven  on  a  cold  English 
morning,  hoping  to  escape  the 
demons  that  plague  us  all. 
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Jack  Leathermen 
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Rough  Cut 
and  Rough  Trade 
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Film 


Street  Fantasy 


The  Warriors 

Directed  by  Walter  Hill 
Released  by  Paramount  Pictures 
A  t  the  Saxon,  Boston 

By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

The  Warriors  is  escapist  adven¬ 
ture,  an  action  film.  Skip  the 
dialogue  —  it’s  banal  and  the 
actors  are  incapable  of  dynamic 
deliveries,  aside  from  swearing 
and  oppressive  humor.  The  film’s 
strength  lies  in  its  visual  effects. 
From  the  opening  shot  of  a  Ferris 
wheel  blinking  in  hot  pink  bulbs, 
the  film  is  an  explosion  of  color. 
With  its  day-glo  colored,  graffiti- 
painted  subway  cars  and  purple- 
toned,  wet-slicked  streets,  The 
Warriors,  albeit  rooted  in  reality, 
is  a  journey  into  eye-stinging 
fantasy. 

The  story  line  itself  is  simple  — 
the  Warriors,  along  with  delegates 
from  every  other  gang  in  NYC, 
meet  in  the  Bronx  for  a  massive 
conclave.  At  this  meeting,  the 
leader  of  the  “Riffs,”  the  charis¬ 
matic  Cyrus,  outlines  his  plans  for 
all  the  gangs  to  make  a  truce,  join 
forces  and  take  over  control  of  the 
city.  Amid  the  jubilant  cheering  in 
favor  ol  his  plan,  Cyrus  is  assas¬ 
sinated  by  the  psychotic  leader  of 
the  “Rogues.”  In  the  panicked 
commotion  that  follows,  the 
Rogue  killer  pins  the  blame  on  the 
Warriors  —  and  the  chase  is.  on. 
Pursued  by  police  and  gang  mem¬ 
bers  alike,  the  Warriors  struggle 
through  foreign  territory  to  return 
to  their  Coney  Island  home  turf. 

This  film  has  been  criticized  for 
its  violence,  but  it  is  that  violence 
which  gives  it  its  kinetic  charm. 
The  violence  (almost  totally 
bloodless  and  without  Peckinpah 
gore)  is  sometimes  repetitious,  but 
at  times,  rises  in  finesse  to  a  fTair 
and  flamboyance  similar  to  some 
of  the  more  classy  kung-fu  Hicks. 
(In  one  scene,  a  fighter  twirls  a 
baseball  bat  with  the  same  ease 
that  Bruce  Lee  would  have  exer¬ 
cised  in  handling  a  nunchaku.)  It 
is  this  odd,  mesmerizing,  ballet¬ 
like  fighting  that  may  be  the  cause 
of  the  real-life  violence  attributed 
to  The  Warriors’  influence. 

For  example,  when  the  War¬ 
riors  tangle  with  the  “Baseball 
Furies”  (gang  members  in  grease¬ 
paint  and  striped  baseball  uni-- 
forms),  we  can’t  sense  any  pain  as 
the  Furies  get  bopped  with  their 
own  baseball  bats.  Their  bodies 
Hip,  Hop  and  fall,  but  it  is  all  so 


stylish,  and  executed  so  quickly, 
that  there  is  no  indication  of  pain 
being  inflicted.  The  fighting  is  all 
visibly  play-acting,  with  a  quality 
of  slapstick.  During  fights,  the 
gang  members  crash  through  and 
into  doors,  walls  and  mirrors. 
They  break  furniture  over  each 
other’s  heads  and  sometimes  gang 
up  two,  or  three,  to  one.  Violence, 
rather  than  being  gruesome  or 
horrifying,  seems  freewheeling 
and  fun.  And  since  the  film  shows 
so  little  gore  (i.e.,  blood  and 
bruises)  the  action  can  be  inter¬ 
preted  as  harmless. 

Some  of  the  appeal  of  this  film 
may  lie  with  the  bizarre  costumes, 
which  recall  such  characters  as 
Alex  and  his  droogs  in  A  Clock¬ 
work  Orange  and,  to  a  lesser  ex¬ 
tent,  the  Hispanic  gang  from  The 
Cross  and  The  Switchblade.  In 
The  Warriors,  the  “A.C.’s”  sport 
shaved  noggins,  while  another 
gang  wheels  around  in  rollerskates 
and  overalls. 

The  Warriors  themselves  are  a 
multi-racial  bunch  —  black,  white 
and  Hispanic.  They  exist  in  a 
saccharine,  unreal,  Room  222 
innocence;  they  accept  each  other 
equally,  in  a  unified  male 
camaraderie,  and  there  is  never 
any  racist  name-calling. 

As  the  Warriors  for  safety,  they 
become  separated  during  the 
night.  Three  of  the  Warriors  are 
befriended  by  what  the  film¬ 
maker  intends  to  be  sensual,  en¬ 
ticing  young  women  —  these 
women  are  the  “Lizzies.”  They 
bring  the  Warriors  to  a  tiny,  dark 
bar  where  two  of  the  men  engage 
.in  some  heavy  necking  with  the 
women.  Meanwhile,  the  third 
Warrior  becomes  aware  of  two 
women  dancing  together.  The 
visual  effect  here  is  unintention¬ 
ally  laughable.  The  filmmaker 
(heterosexual  male,  I  assume)  was 
obviously  trying  for  a  kinky,  titil¬ 
lating  scene.  What  he  got  was 
some  dull,  dumb,  clunky  danc¬ 
ing  —  straight  actresses  pre¬ 
tending  (very  poorly)  to  be  dykes. 
After  several  minutes  of  this 
sexual  silliness,  the  “Lizzies,” 
being  bad  guys,  open  fire  on  the 
Warriors,  who  manage  to  escape. 

Aside  from  this  scene  with  the 
“Lizzies,”  there  are  only  a  couple 
of  scenes  that  involve  women,  and 
these  are  flebting.  One  of  the  War¬ 
riors,  Ajax  (very  similar  to  the 
character  Hector  Elizondo  played 
in  The  Taking  of  Pelham  One 
Two  Three),  is  an  arrogant,  self- 


proclaimed  stud,  always  willing  to 
forfeit  the  gang’s  plans  so  he  can 
score  with  chicks.  When  the  other 
gang  members  chide  him  for  his 
one-track  mind,  he  snaps, 
“What’s  the  matter?  You  goin’ 
faggot?” 

Which  brings  us  to  the  most  en¬ 
dearing  and  enigmatic  of  the 
Warriors  —  Rembrandt.  Rem¬ 
brandt  is  so  named  for  his  exper¬ 
tise  with  a  can  of  spray  paint.  He 
is  the  youngest  and  smallest  of  the 
Warriors.  Not  much  of  a  fighter, 
he  is  a  quiet,  tag-along  mascot. 
And  he  is  marvelously  androgy¬ 
nous.  With  his  long  dark  lashes 
and  puppy  dog  brown  eyes,  Rem¬ 
brandt  is  the  pick  of  the  litter.  The 
other  Warriors  dote  on  him,  favor 
him.  When  Rembrandt  is  knife- 
scraped  by  one  of  the  Lizzies,  the 
other  Warriors  cluster  around 
him,  doctoring  and  bandaging  his 
wound.  He  is  precious  in  his  vul¬ 
nerability. 

Finally,  before  Thp  Warriors  is 
totally  dismissed  as  an  exploitive 
film,  there  is  one  scene  that  com¬ 
mands  attention.  It  comes  near 
the  end  of  the  film  and  lasts  for 
less  than  two  minutes  —  but  in 
that  time,  this  brief,  pantomimed 
commentary  on  classism  is 
devastating. 

The  remaining  Warriors  (all  of 
the  gang  does  not  reach  home), 
after  a  night’s  battling  and  run¬ 
ning,  are  wearily  slumped  in  an 
otherwise  empty  subway  car.  (By 
the  way.  Warrior  leader  Swan  has 
acquired  a  girlfriend  —  not  a 
Lizzie  —  who  has  joined  them.  I 
honestly  don’t  understand  why 
this  girlfriend  was  written  into  the 
script.  Unless,  of  course,  she’s 
there  just  to  prove  that  Swan  is 
not  “goin’  faggot.”) 

The  train  stops  at  a  station  and 
a  pair  of  giggling  prom  couples 
traipse  into  the  Warrior’s  car.  The 
prom  kids,  dressed  in  blinding 
white  dinner  jackets  and  pastel 
dresses,  plunk  themselves  oppo¬ 
site  the  scruffy,  bare-chested  War¬ 
riors  and  Swan’s  girl,  in  her  dirty 
sandals  and  dress.  Suddenly,  the 
prom  kids  stop  giggling.  They 
stare  in  sorry  silence  at  the  War¬ 
rior  troupe.  The  privileged  are 
smack  tace-to-lace  with  the  very 
dregs  ol  society.  Humbled  and 
frightened,  the  prom  kids  exit  at 
the  next  subway  stop.  This  short 
^.'ene,  like  so  many  moments  in 
The  H  arriors,  is  staggering  in  its 
power. 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn 

Kiss  and  Tell 


By  Nancy  Walker 

My  lover  is  the  most  rational 
among  women,  which  may  or  may 
not  also  be  most  blessed.  She  is 
unquestionably  a  blessing,  a  con¬ 
solation,  a  light,  and  a  tower  of 
strength  to  me,  but  mostly,  she  is 
rational.  She  believes  in  logic,  li¬ 
braries  and  law.  She  is  polite  and 
proper  to  a  fault.  She  is  reserved, 
yet  warm  and  friendly,  by  nature; 
correct  in  deportment  by  choice; 
reasonable  by  habit;  generous  and 
kind  out  of  conviction;  concerned 
for  the  welfare  of  all  living  crea¬ 
tures;  and  devoted  to  the  pursuit 
of  higher  and  higher  learning. 
And  she,  for  all  that,  has  chosen 
to  love  me. 

She  does  everything  she  does 
with  a  kind  of  terrifying  thor¬ 
oughness,  footnoted  and  biblio- 
graphied,  as  it  were,  down  to  the 
smallest  detail.  If  we  should  de¬ 
cide  to  buy  a  car  or  a  sewing  ma¬ 
chine  or  a  deep-fat  fryer,  her  im¬ 
mediate  response  would  be, 
“Let’s  go  to  the  library  and  look  it 
up  in  the  Consumer  Reports.” 

When  it  became  apparent  al¬ 
most  four  years  ago  that  we  were 
going  to  have  to  leave  Toronto 
and  come  to  the  Boston  area,  she 
started  looking  up  the  crime  rates 
in  various  New  England  towns,  as 
well  as  the  real  estate  tax 
structures  and  pertinent 
demographics.  That,  of  course, 
was  before  we  got  involved  with 
The  Gay  Person’s  Guide  to  New 
England  and  found  a  few  friends 
who  made  planning  ahead,  and 
logic,  fly  out  the  window.  (I,  of 
course,  opened  the  window, 
which  seems  to  be  my  function  in 
our  relationship,  if  not  in  life 
generally.) 

Calm  and  serene  in  the  midst  of 
utter  chaos,  cool  under  extreme 
pressure,  she  is  always  loving  and 
gentle,  when  I  come  home  snort¬ 
ing  like  a  wild  bull  over  some  is¬ 
sue;  or  when  I  hit  the  roof  because 
there  is  either  too  much  heat,  or 
none,  in  the  apartment;  or  when  I 
have  a  major  paroxysm  over  the 
cost  of  gefilte  fish  and  decide  to 
drag  her  into  my  anti-Manische- 
witz  campaign.  So  you  can  ima¬ 
gine  my  surprise  and  lack  of  pre¬ 
paredness,  a  number  of  years  ago 
while  we  were  still  in  Toronto  and 
very  active  in  a  gay  organization 
there,  when  she  made  this  pro¬ 
nouncement  —  straight-faced, 
with  her  usual  high-seriousness, 
but  with  a  completely 
unaccustomed  urgency,  almost 
bordering  on  fear:  “Honey,  we 
have  to  go  to  the  hospital  for  a  VD 
check-up.” 

We  WHAT???!!!!”  murmured 
I,  in  my  usual  dulcet,  phlegmatic 
tones.  “Where  the  hell  did  you  get 
that  idea??”  I  was  stricken  with 
disbelief,  sure  my  ears  had  gone 
strange.  It  would  not  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  that  she  had  had 
contact  with  anyone  else,  especial¬ 
ly  since  I  hadn’t  noticed  her  doing 
research  on  anyone  other  than 
Shakespeare,  and  he  was  safely 
dead  a  long  time  ago,  so  the  state¬ 
ment  made  no  sense  to  me.  Com¬ 
ing  from  her,  nothing  more  pre¬ 
posterous  jould  be  imagined.  It 
seemed  comic,  but  she  is  not  a 
comedienne.  I  said,  “You’re  kid¬ 
ding.” 

No,  she  wasn’t  kidding.  She 
had  heard  somewhere,  or  more 
probably,  read  somewhere,  that  it 
is  possible  to  catch  syphilis 
from  kissing.  We  were  in  the  habit 
of  kissing  upwards  of  50  gay  men 
on  a  regular  basis  because  of  our 


involvement  with  the  Community 
Homophile  Association  of  Toron¬ 
to  (CHAT).  I  tried  to  plead  the 
cause  of  reason.  It  was  a  ridicu¬ 
lous  prospect,  from  my  point  of 
view,  for  us  to  walk  into  the 
Women’s  College  Hospital  VD 
clinic  and  tell  a  medical  profes¬ 
sional  that  here  were  two  monoga¬ 
mous  lesbians  for  a  check-up  be¬ 
cause  one  of  them  had  gotten 
some  bizarre  bit  of  far-fetched  un¬ 
likelihood  into  her  head  and 
would  not  let  it  go.  I  kept  trying  to 
talk  sense  to  her,  but  it  was  no 
good.  She  would  not  be  mQved. 
1  said  that  I  wouldn’t  go;  she 
could  go  if  she  wanted  to  be  a 
laughing  stock.  Then  she  hit  me 
with:  “If  you  love  me,  you’ll  go.” 
(Oh,  most  rational  of  women.) 
What  would  you  do? 

So,  we  went  and  assaulted  the 
intelligence  and  experience  of  sev¬ 
eral  apparently  competent  and 
kindly-disposed  women  doctors, 
who  tried  to  conceal,  but 
couldn’t,  the  mirth  we  engendered 
in  them  with  our  tale  of  possibly 
syphilitic  woe.  The  clinic  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  relaxed  and  friendly 
atmosphere,  certainly  not  the  kind 
of  place  that  would  frighten  off 
those  whom  it  was  designed  to 
serve.  The  hospital  got  points  for 
that,  and  I  made  a  mental  note  to 
sing  its  praises  when  dealing  with 
members  of  the  community  whose 
claim  on  its  facilities  would  be 
more  appropriate  than  my  own. 

What  I  didn’t  know  when  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  clinic,  and  what  my 
rational  beloved  hadn’t  bothered 
to  research,  was  that  even  if  you 
go  there  wanting  only  to  find  out 
if  you’ve  got  syph  because  you 
kissed  somebody  (they  told  us  that 
there  were  no  cases  on  record  of 
monogamous  lesbians  having 
either  syph  or  gonorrhea),  they 
must,  according  to  law,  test  you 
for  gonorrhea  also.  When  I  heard 
that,  I  decided  it  was  time  to  go 
home,  but  my  darling  gave  me  a 
frantic,  pleading  look,  and  I  went 
off,  like  a  sheep  to  the  slaughter. 

I  had  to  part  with  a  precious 
vaginal  sample  from  which  they 
would  try  to  grow  some  gonorrhea 
culture.  Good  luck,  thought  I. 
The  doctor  taking  the  sample  was 
very  perceptive.  She  could  tell, 
without  being  told,  that  1  detested 
the  entire  affair.  I  thought  she 
sympathized  with  my  position, 
while  1  doubted  that  she’d  ever 
been  in  it. 

After  that  brief  encounter  of 
the  fourth  kind,  as  I  was  all  set  to 
go,  I  found  out  that  to  test  for 
syphillis,  they  had  to  have  blood. 
By  this  time  I  had  realized  that  if 
one  of  us  had  IT,  the  other  would, 
and  that  if  one  of  us  didn’t,  the 
other  wouldn’t,  since  our  amor¬ 
ous  attention  was  paid  solely  to 
one  another.  I  finally  asserted  my¬ 
self,  having  already  endured  what 
I  considered  sufficient  idiocy,  and 
said  to  my  mate,  “Let  them  have 
your  blood.  If  it’s  positive,  they 
can  treat  both  of  us.  I’m  getting 
out  of  here.” 

Now,  for  the  sake  of  a  good 
yarn,  it  would  be  fun  to  tell  you 
that  we  had  at  least  one  form  of 
VD,  but,  as  I  knew  all  along,  there 
was  nothing.  The  tests  were  all 
negative.  I  bet  those  doctors  had  a 
good  laugh  as  soon  as  we  were 
gone,  and  told  everyone  they 
knew  that  two  lunatic  women  had 
come  to  them,  one  in  a  state  of 
genuine  concern  and  the  other 
burning  up  a  very  short  fuse,  to 


have  a  VD  test  because  they  had 
kissed  some  friends.  “Alas,  alas 
that  ever  love  was  sin.” 

Though  our  particular  experi¬ 
ence  with  the  idea  of  VD  was  a 
funny  one,  VD  itself  is  no  laugh¬ 
ing  matter.  It  is  a  serious  problem 
in  the  gay  community,  and  fre¬ 
quent  check-ups  for  those  who 
have  multiple  sexual  contacts, 
should  be  a  matter  of  course.  Ex¬ 
clusive  lesbians  (those  who  never 
have  sex  with  men  or  bi-sexual 
women)  very  seldom  have  VD,  but 
run  the  risk  of  vaginal  infection.  It 
also  happens  to  be  true  that, 
though  extremely  rare,  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  contract  syphilis  by  kissing 
someone,  but  the  kiss  has  to  occur 
when  one  of  the  participants  has  a 
chancre  on  the  mouth  in  the  pro¬ 
per  state  to  transmit  the  disease. 

For  weeks  after  that  excruciat¬ 
ing  experience,  I  found  myself 
preferring  to  talk  to  people  over 
the  phone  rather  than  actually 
being  with  them.  When  I  finally 
began  to  re-enter  the  social  round 
of  dances,  parties  and  meetings,  I 
very  carefully  scrutinized  each 
face  that  I  might  remotely  be  in¬ 
terested  in  kissing,  to  see  whether 
there  were  any  tell-tale  signs  of 
DANGER.  I  became  the  world’s 
champion  hand-shaker,  assuming 
a  strange,  uncomfortable  formali¬ 
ty.  My  lover,  as  I  recall,  having 
prevailed,  went  on  being  her  af¬ 
fectionate  self,  blissfully  uncon¬ 
cerned  about  possible  dire  conse¬ 
quences. 

It  was  not  till  some  time  after 
the  episode  had  passed  that  my 
lover  could  bear  my  talking  about 
it.  I  had  been  very  quick  to  seize 
upon  its  comic  potential,  but  she 
thought  it  undignified  to  discuss 
such  matters.  We  have  our  little 
disagreements  about  proprie¬ 
ty,  just  as  we  have  our  difficulties 
in  the  distribution  of  bananas  (for 
those  of  you  who  missed  that 
column,  I  refer  you  to  GCN  No. 
27,  Feb.  3). 

Life  with  Father  was  supposed 
to  have  been  nerve-wracking  and 
fraught  with  peril;  life  with  my 
lover  is  as  delightful  as  it  is  sus¬ 
penseful.  I  never  know  what  she’s 
going  to  come  up  with,  and  she 
never  knows  when  it  is  going  to 
come  out  in  print. 


Worcester 

Continued  from  Page  10 
my  lovestruck  neighbors  when 
considering  the  sensual,  a  lot  of 
nice  people  like  myself  are  subject 
to  back  room  dissertations  on 
what  disgusting  hooplah  those  les¬ 
bians  are  up  to,  or  speculations 
that  all  gay  men  are  really  con¬ 
cerned  with  is  the  price  of  K-Y 
Jelly  and  pastel  tutus.  What  I 
would  like  to  answer  to  the  puz¬ 
zled  query  of  “What  do  they 
do?”  is  that  we  do  everything 
straight  people  could  do  —  but 
usually  don’t,  and  how  sad  for 
you.  If  you  can  ever  bring  yourself 
to  see  beyond  the  end  of  his  rock 
hard  tool,  you  may  be  in  for  a  nice 
surprise.  Yes,  Virginia.,  I  use  no 
bananas  and  move  no  mountains 
in  my  vicinity,  except  maybe 
inside  where  it  counts,  and  where 
no  one’s  ceiling  plaster  is  affected. 
Well,  I’d  like  to  chat  forever  with 
you  but  my  new  supply  of  devices 
just  arrived  and  I  still  haven’t 
gotten  around  to  installing  the 
trapeze  over  the  bed.  You  know, 
right  beneath  the  mirror  panels . . . 
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more  performers  in  next  mailing! 

P  O.  Box  2721  Station  A.  Champafon.  Illinois  6T820 

MONTH  OF  APRIL 


Red  Tag  Sale 


REDUCTIONS  FROM  10%  -80% 

V  —  -  - 


The  Ainsworth  Gallery 
42  Bromfield  Street 
Boston.  Massachusetts  02108 


THE  CLARENDON 

EXTRAVAGANZA 


"The  1st  South  €nd  Moll" 


FURNITURE 
ANTIQUES 
FUR  COATS 
USED  &  UNIQUE 
CLOTHING 
"GOOD  MUSIC" 
COLLECTIBLES 
GOLD  &  SILVER 
JEWELRY 


WITCHES’  D€N  THE  CORNER  STORE 

56  Clarendon  Street 


CAMEL  TRADER 

266-7731 


SUNDAYS 


LEATHER 
NIGHT 

6pm-2am 
2  for  1  drinks 
if  your  are 
wearing 

at  The  House  leather 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  (Boston) 


DOLLAR 

DINNER 

6pm-9pm 
Our  great 
Italian  food 
served  at 
the  bar 

(617)  783-5701 


HARPER  S  PHARMACY 
ANTIQUES  &  COLLECTIBLES 

SALE 

Now  thru  April  22 
314A  Shawmut  Avenue,  Boston 
At  Union  Park  in  the  South  End 
Open  Wed.  thru  Sat.,  12  to  6;  Sun.  1  to  5 

482-3285 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate.  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5f  each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters. 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad.  You  carvhave  a  forwarding  bx  for  $3 
for  6  wks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6  wks. 
This  section  Is  for  both  individuals  and 
couples,  not  organizations  or  groups.  We 
hope  men  and  women  will  seek  friends  of 
the  opposite  as  well  as  the  same  sex.  Any 
ad  that  is  clearly  a  personal  rather  than  a 
friendship  ad  will  be  returned  for  proper 
payment  at  the  personal  rate. _ 

GWM,  28  interested  in  meeting  others 
into  puppetry,  ventriloquism,  masks,  cos¬ 
tumes  (esp.  animal  costumes),  disguises, 
theatrical  make-up,  etc.  Write  P.O.  Box 
1.4622,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14.  (40) 

WOMEN  MOTORCYCLISTS 
with  spring  just  around  the  corner  now  is 
the  time  to  get  together  and  plan  some 
weekend  trips.  White  Mnts,  P’town? 
Wherever  we  want  to  go.  Call  Cheryl  in 
Nashua,  NH  (603)882-0691. _ (38) 


Fellow  amateur  pianists:  I'd  like  to  have 
someone  to  play  piano  4  hand  music 
with.  I'm  patient  &  supportive  nd  p&s 
myself.  Ken  666-9578. _ (36) 


2  GWF  late  20  early  30  devoted  to  each 
other  wish  to  meet  other  GF  the  same 
age  in  New  Bedford  area  for  friendship. 
Write  CG,  PO  Box  G85,  New  Bedford,  MA 
02742.  _ (36) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
How  fast  the  week  we  had  is  gone. 

Now  once  again  the  yoke  put  on 
Of  labor  with  such  puny  brains. 

It  surely  isn’t  worth  your  pains. 

And  definitely  not  worth  mine.  But  you 
are.  I  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNOUNOUNO 

The  weather  here  is  for  the  birds  and  so  is 
just  about  everything,  else.  With  pigeon 
shit  all  around  all  around,  with  pigeon 
shit  all  around.  We  made  onion  rings  — 
perfect! 


JS  PQOK 

Nice  note.  Thanks  tor  compliment  re  arti- 
cle.  I  thought  it  was  fun  too,  but  certainly 
not  while  it  was  happening.  Ain't  that 
always  the  way?  What  did  happen  with 
your  ''intuition"?  Hope  a  I  t_went^  w  ell. 

NORMA 

“HI”  to  you  too.  Happy  Passover  to  you, 
L.  and  your  family.  N&P. 


BALD  &  UNCUT,  INTO  SMELL  &  TASTE 
GWM,  40,  bald,  S/P,  brd,  hry  chst  &  Igs, 
uncut,  Iv  tste  &  sml  of  M  sx,  skg  uncut, 
masc  std,  28-40.  Must  be  Gr  A,  no  ferns, 
fats,  cl  cuts,  Iv  to  hr  fr  country  boys  who 
pick  up  my  vibes  &  scene.  R  U  ripe  now? 
GCN  Box  29. _ (42) 

HOOKED  FOR  LIFE-WE  HOPE! 

LF  and  MM  are  in  love  and  happy  to  an¬ 
nounce  it!  As  of  March  26  we  are  offi¬ 
cially  engaged!  Wedding  plans  are  yet 
unknown.  Our  motto— Do  it! _ (37) 


4  summer  fun  &  profit  C  my  ad  N  the 
Esplanade  Help  Wanted  column.  Earn  up 
to  $375/week  (40  positions)  or  houseboy 
situation.  Mr  C  536-2731,  4  details.  B  4  U 
call,  C  Cape  Cod  ad  first  N  Esplanade  edi- 
tlons  4/18,  5/2,  5/16,  5/30. _ (42) 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Crafts  People  needed  to 
exhibit  work  at  GLAD  Benefit,  April  8  at 
The  Bar.  Good  crowd  expected.  $4/table. 
All  profits  are  yours.  Contact  R.  Burns  or 
C.  Stein  at  426-4469  or  Lee  Stone  at 
427-2778. _ (37) 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Crafts  People  needed  to 
exhibit  work  at  Glad  Benefit,  April  8  at 
The  Bar.  Good  crowd  expected.  $4/table. 
All  profits  are  yours.  Contact  R.  Burns  or 
C.  Stein  at  426-4469  or  Lee  Stone  at 
427-2778. _ (37) 


GM  teenager  needed  as  companion/mate 
for  33  year  old  male.  Room,  board  and 
allowance.  GCN  Box  26. 


WARNING 

Be  on  the  lookout  (women  particularly) 
for  respondents  to  ads  who  ask  for 
money  or  make  any  strange  or  rude  sug¬ 
gestions.  If  these  people  have  long  num¬ 
bers  attached  to  their  names  such  as 
John  Doe  123456,  they  are  probably  pri¬ 
soners  who  may  or  may  not  be  gay  and 
may  be  trying  to  take  advantage  of  you. 
Please  let  GCN  know  the  names,  num¬ 
bers,  and  addresses  of  any  such  people, 
if  they  have  bothered  you,  and  we  will 
take  appropriate  action.  _ 

GWF  seeks  honest,  truthful  GWF  to 
share  quiet  walks  &  dining  out.  35-40  fun 
loving  &  dancing.  No  drugs.  Providence, 
Rl  area.  GCN  Box  9. _ _ _ (37) 

Writer  doing  article  on  Gay  people  at  Har 
vard/Radcliffe  over  the  past  fifty  years. 
Anyone  with  info  or  experiences,  write 
Eric  Rotes.  45  Garden  St  #6,  Boston  MA 
02114. 


Gay  women  with  safety  can  write/meet 
thru  The  Wishing  Well  Magazine  (intro¬ 
ductory  copy  $3.00).  Sept:  3-lsland  Ha¬ 
waiian  Holiday.  Info  Box  664,  Novato,  CA 
94947. _ (40) 
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Cross-country  adventure  being  planned 
for  May.  Interested  women  please  call 
Aileen  at  (212)  342-7100  (days),  or  (212) 
95 1  -8868  (eves). _ (CRS) 


Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don't 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive, 
6’,  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright, 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable. 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Canada. 


STAN  ST  GEORGE 

Don't  know  when  you'll  read  this,  but 
want  it  here  anyway.  Please  feel  better 
and  don't  give  up.  Probably  a  real  change 
would  be  the  cure  the  drs  can't  find.  Give 
LA  serious  consideration.  We  love  you. 
MARILYN,  Rl 

Will  you  give  us  a  guided  tour  of  New¬ 
port?  We  enjoyed  seeing  you  and  L  and 
hope  to  see  you  soon  again. _ 

BARBARA  G. 

What  do  we  do  about  Christian  Voice??? 
Your  packet  received.  Will  write.  That 
damned  bk  is  a  problem.  Can't  find  it. 
Pubs  say  it's  out  of  print,  but  it  was 
supposed  to  have  been  reissued.  Do  you 
know  what  that  could  be  about? _ 

Wealthy  WM  lovers  35  &  20  with  luxury 
car!  apt!!  want  guys  for  good  times  inc 
dirty  movies,  fooling  around!  You  must  B 
masculine,  versatile,  under  28  with  great 
build.  Hopefully  you  will  call  between 
6-1 1  pm,  or  Iv  message  10  am-6  pm.  Scott 
&  Peter  322-0090. _ (41) 


SO  EAST  CONN 

GWM  32,  5 '10",  140  lbs  seeks  other  area 
GWMs  25-35  for  friendship  and  com¬ 
panionship.  Reply  to  PO  Box  495,  Nor¬ 
wich,  Conn.  06360.  _ (37) 


COMPROMISING,  INTELLIGENT 
Studnt  or  working  guy  (or  willing  2),  18-25, 
clncut,  nonsmoker  (cig)  possible  room¬ 
mate  or  lover  wntd  by  professional  WM, 
31,  who  is  N2  travel,  eating  out,  reg  & 
dirty  movies.  I  live  alone,  2  bed  lux  Camb 
apt  on  MBTA.  Ricky  623-7783.  (37) 

I  RELIABLE  COMPUTER 

The  GCN  Subscription  Dept,  needs  a  con¬ 
sistently  available  machine  (for  develop¬ 
ment  and  one  run  per  week,  thereafter)  to 
process  its  subscriptions  for  updates, 
mailing  labels,  various  reports.  Required: 
FORTRAN,  line  printer,  enough  storage 
for  approx  375K  Bytes  —  tape  drives  pre¬ 
ferred  for  confidentiality.  If  you  can  help, 
pis  call  Bruce  McLay  at  661-1444  (w)  or 
427-2778  (h). 

LESBIAN  SUPPORT  GROUP 
Am  interested  in  forming  a  lesbian  sup¬ 
port  group  of  women  30+  over  in  the 
North  Shore  area,  to  discuss  personal 

issues.  No  couples  please.  GCN  Box  27. 

 (40) 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 

02108. 


SERVICES 


PASSPORT-VISA-APPLICATION 
And  all  I.D.  photos  —  B&W  or  col.  Quick 
ser.,  10%  disc,  with  this  ad.  Atlas  Photo 
Studio,  88  Broad  St.  at  cor.  of  Franklin  St., 
Bos.,  MA.  Tel.  542-7680. _ (39) 


Landscape  and  gardening,  experienced 
in  all  types  of  landscape  work.  Phone  Bob 
Toscano  (617)267-6188.  (40) 

HEARING-IMPAIRED  GAY  ALCOHOLICS 
The  Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Serv¬ 
ice  is  currently  seeking  new  clients  for 
the  Deaf  Alcoholic  Program:  Call 
426-5208  or  426-5229  or  write  H.A.T.S., 
Deaf  Program,  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Presents 

Enrichment:  A  Program  for  Lesbian 
And  Gay  Couples 

Contact  Frank  Ring  (617)965-1311  (39) 

APARTMENT  CLEANING 
South  End,  Bay  Village,  Back  Bay, 
Beacon  Hill.  Weekly/bi-weekly.  Reliable, 
low  rates.  For  info  call  David  5-7  p.m.  at 
227-7343.  (3^ 


MASS.  QAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 

4  New  location — 4  Now  Phono  Nvmbor 
Newton  Comer,  Moss,  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


RENOVATIONS 

Interior  carpentry  and  painting.  All  jobs 
large  and  small.  Call  Ginny  Hodgdon 
787-9583. _ (41) 

GAY  RECOVERING  ALCOHOLICS 
Inti  Gay  Meeting  Directory.  Covers  32 
states,  5  foreign  countries.  Gay  Alcoholic 
Pamphlet,  Al-Anon  and  other  facilities 
lists.  Tucker,  PO  Box  4623,  Arlington,  VA 
22204. _ (39) 

Insurance  Needs  &  Money  Management 
ROBERT  A.  MAIBOR 
Certified  Public  Accountant 

237-4900  &  963-3464  (30) 

C  &  B  BUILDING 

Carpentry,  renovations,  repairs  &  paint¬ 
ing.  Interior  &  exterior.  Free  estimates, 
Mark  445-6676:  Jim  524-2152. _ (ex) 


APARTMENTS 


2  GM  Ikg  for  1  or  2  bdr  Beacon  Hill  apt 
w/fpl  &  gd  light  for  6/1.  Have  2  dogs  and 
exc  refs.  Phone  Don  or  Dave  in  Worces- 
ter.  1-752-4265. _ (37) 

Room  Copley  Sq.  Private  entrance,  park¬ 
ing,  furnished,  kitchen  facils,  refrig, 
clean,  large,  secure  $28.  267-2274.  (37) 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

(GH) 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Bofh  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 
(693)  224-5600  Concord 


MOVERS 


T*HE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-Insured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


RESORTS 


Secluded  NH  lodge.  200  acres  on  quiet 
lake.  Juke  box,  dance  floor,  bunk  rooms, 
all  meals  $27  per  person  per-weekend. 
Min  group  25.  Tennis,  boats  on  premises. 
Golf  nearby.  Brochure  on  request.  Owl’s 
Nest  Lodge,  Andover,  NH  03216.  (38) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 
day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

02108, 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 

Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a 
$5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Print 

Name _ _ 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  &  FOUND 

MOVERS  ORGANIZATIONS 

PERSONALS  PRISONERS 

REAL  ESTATE  RESORTS 

ROOMMATES  SERVICES 

Headlines _ at  $ _ per  wk. 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk. 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk. 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 
$  . . 

$ _ 

$ _ _ _ _ 

$ _ 

$ _ 

$ _ 

$ _ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $_ 

Neatly 

_  City _ State 


Address 


Zip 


Phone 


Signature  . 
Account  No.  _ 
Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


COME  TO  PROVINCETOWN 

Find  out  why  so  many  guys  visit  Pro- 
vincetown  at  this  time  of  year.  Carl's 
Guest  House,  68  Bradford  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA  487-1650  (c) 


FOR  SALE 


1978  Datson  2802,  excellent  cond.  5 
speed  am/fm  stereo.  Re-locating;  must 
sell.  $8600  or  best  offer.  Call  Peter  at 
536-2522. _ (38) 

TELEPHONE  ANSWERING  SYSTEMS 
One  Phonemate,  still  in  original  carton; 
one  Record-a-Call.  Each  $75.  David 
Stryker,  661-6975. 


ROOMMATES 


2  M  sk  M  or  F  2  share  Nahant  home,  U 
have  entire  3d  fl  w/ocean  vu  —  4  rms, 
bath,  hallway.  We  share  kt,  dr,  Ir,  Ig  yd., 
grdn,  porches,  off-street  pkng.  Nr  bus. 
$180  inc.  util.  Immed.  occ.  598-5549  (37) 


I  NEEDA  I 


I  KDDMMATE?  I 

hUUROMUTCHHRSL  I 

I 


61817-227-802 

Tell  us  the  kind  of  roommate  rent, 
and  location  you'd  like  We  ll  do 
the  rest1  Call  today  for  full  details 


I 

I 

I  (DCJMQKH  j 

Jamaica  Plain  —  employed  lesbian,  24  + 
to  share  2  bdrm  apt  w/prof  woman.  Must 
be  resp  &  neat/share  chores.  No  alcohol/ 
drugs.  Near  Orange  &  Green  lines.  Sorry, 
no  dogs.  $95  + /mo.  522-3962.  Keep  try¬ 
ing! _ (38) 

Lesbian  seeks  1  other  to  share  a  two 
bdrm  turn  apt  until  Sept,  possibly  longer. 
125/mo  ht  inc.  Call  eves  Cynthia  Mon 
Thur  Fri.  661-5547  home  646-6815  keep 
trying. _ _ 

4  lesbian  feminists  seek  woman  to  share 
our  home  in  Jamaica  Plain.  90  plus  util. 
Possible  sublet  or  perm.  Call  524-6209.  (39) 

GM  has  apt  to  share  on  the  Hill 
Pro-Feminist-  vegetarian  musician 
Wants  open  growing  man,  long-term 
Share  cooking  +  $125mo  +  utilities 

Andrew.  Keep  trying.  367-9064.  (37) 


GWM  24  is  moving  to  Boston  soon. 
Looking  for  someone  w/apt  or  someone 
to  find  apt  with.  4/1  or  4/15  move-in  date. 
GCN  Box  24. _ (37) 

PERFECT  ROOMMATE 
GWM  22,  clean,  honest,  caring,  easy¬ 
going,  looking  for  same  to  share  apt  in 
Bos  area.  Must  B  19-24,  str  acting,  stable 
and  responsible.  If  you  have  been  waiting 
for  the  perfect  roommate  to  share  apt  & 
friendship,  this  is  your  chance.  GCN  Box 

25- _ (37) 

Waltham  —  3rd  person  needed  to  share 
big  beautiful  house  with  1GM  &  IGF,  that 
we  own.  Near  Brandeis  &  128.  Quiet, 
We’re  near  30  &  fun:  893-1476. _ (37) 

Looking  to  move  May  1  or  June  1  into 
Back  Bay,  Beacon  Hill,  South  End.  If 
you'll  have  an  opening  in  your  apt.  or  will 
be  looking  also,  please  call  Porter  (morn- 
ings),  661-6976. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


ELECTRICIAN  LICENSED 
For  Boston  &  vie.  Call  247-0570.  7-8  AM  oi 
7-8  PM.  If  no  ans,  call  ans  serv  265-3040. 
Leave  name  &  phone  to  be  contacted.  (37] 


PART  TIME  HOUSECLEANERS 
Positions  open  imm  in  growing  bus  witt 
superior  rep.  Full  days  2-4/wk,  1  da) 
wkend,  team  concept,  will  train,  coult 
dev  into  perm  full  time  w/opportunity  fo 
advncmnt  based  on  our  growth  &  you 
perf.  No  previous  exp  nec;  exc  refs  i 
must,  exc  sal  &  quarterly  merit  bonuses 
Lesb/fem  owned  &  operated.  Call  Anne 
Martin,  742-6248  (33 


Kitchen  help  to  work  at  House  Restau 
rant,  Allston.  Contact  Jim  or  Steve  Cal 
783-5701.  (38 


REPS  WANTED 
GCN  has  positions  open  for  advertisin' 
representatives.  Commission  available 
Car  an  asset  but  not  a  must.  Call  John  a 
426-7042. 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)  1 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundrais 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned  basi 
in  its  fifth  year.  Quest  is  an  independe 
journal  publishing  feminist  theory  ar 
political  analysis.  Join  us  in  a  uniqi 
work  experience.  Our  only  requirement 
enthusiasm!  Contact:  Alexa  Freema 
P.O.  Box  8843,  Washington  D  C  2000 
(202)293+1347.  y  '  ££ 

AD  MANAGER 

Focus,  a  bi-monthly  journal  for  lesbian: 
desperately  needs  a  willing  soul  to  garnt 
ads.  No  pay.  but  lots  of  contacts  an 
good  deeds  done  Write  to  Focus  115 
Mass  Ave,  Camb,  MA  02138  or  ca 
259-0063  for  info. 
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Classifieds 


AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly  has 
openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary  based 
on  experience,  plus  15%  commission. 
661-3567.  (ex) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  fun’ds  for  the 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. 


WANTED 


WOMEN  SOCCER  PLAYERS 
Fun-loving  women's  soccer  team  sks 
coach  for  skill  development.  Ability  to 
work  with  us,  skills  impt,  not  credentials. 
Summer  league.  524-6209. _ J39) 

2  GM  Ikg  for  2  bdrm  apt  Cambridge,  Brk- 
Ine  or  Beacon  Hill  area  —  in  $300/mo 
range.  Call  Bob  or  Tom  6:30-10PM  week 
nights.  868-1354. _ * _ (37) 

RELIABLE  COMPUTER 
The  GCN  Subscription  Dept,  needs  a  con¬ 
sistently  available  machine  (for  develop¬ 
ment  and  one  run  per  week,  thereafter)  to 
process  its  subscriptions  for  updates, 
mailing  labels,  various  reports.  Required: 
FORTRAN,  line  printer,  enough  storage 
for  approx  375K  Bytes  —  tape  drives  pre¬ 
ferred  for  confidentiality.  If  you  can  help, 
pis  call  Bruce  McLay  at  661-1444  (w)  or 
427-2778  (h). 

DENVER  IN  JULY 

NYC  person  wanted  for  housesitting 
Denver  July  12  to  Aug  3  in  exchange  for 
house  sitting  your  house  some  time  in 
fall.  GCN  Box  28. _ ■  (39) 

WM  32  needs  furnished  room  or  pvt  bed¬ 
room  in  your  house  or  apt  to  stay  while  on 
business  in  Boston  2  weeks  a  month. 
Write  Dan,  GCN  Box  22.  (38) 

Writer  doing  article  on  Gay  people  at  Har- 
vard/Radcliffe  over  the  past  fifty  years. 
Anyone  with  info  or  experiences,  write 
Eric  Rofes,  45  Garden  St.  #6,  Boston,  MA 
02114. _ 

Young  man  wishes  to  live  in  country. 
Hold  real  estate  license,  no  experience. 
Like  to  carpenter.  Farm  experience. 
Small  savings.  David  Stanley,  2  Centre 
Place,  Roxbury,  MA02119. _ (32x) 


PRISONERS 


WARNING 

GCN  has  received  a  number  of  com¬ 
plaints  about  people  with  ads  In  this  sec¬ 
tion.  Anyone  having  difficulties  w/prison- 
ers  contacted  thru  us,  please  let  us  know, 
giving  prisoner’s  name,  number  &  ad¬ 
dress,  and  we  will  take  appropriate  ac¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  way  we  can  screen  the 
prisoner  ads,  so  our  only  source  of  info  is 
our  readers.  The  purpose  of  this  section 
is  to  provide  lonely  people  with  cor¬ 
respondents,  not  to  have  our  readers 
ripped  off  or  offended.  When  you  cor¬ 
respond  with  a  prisoner,  remember  that 
you  do  so  at  some  possible  risk. 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays,  in 
prison  to  put  pen  p^l  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92. _ _ (c) 

ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
I  If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or  use 
typewriter  if  possible.  Fancy,  small  or 
closely-packed  writing  is  unreadable  and 
letters  so  written  will  be  discarded  from 
now  on. 

Bi,  blond  h,  hazel  e,  good  complexion,  6', 
160.  Will  ans  all  w/  a  smile.  James 
Buehler  062519.  P.O.  Box  221—7  2-120, 
Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (36) 

19,  want  very  much  someone  to  write  and 
love  when  I  get  out.  Larry  Williams 
042407,  T-3-N-11,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 

32091. _ ■ _ (36) 

Seek  correspondence  w/gay  people.  25, 
5'8”.  brn  h  &  e.  In  prison  for  possession  of 
hash  &  opium,  getting  out  in  7  mos. 
Sheldon  Luther  048483.  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (37) 

Mark  A.  Robinson  037250,  P.O.  Box  500, 
Olustee,  FL  32072. _ (37) 

Lonely  GM  seeking  yng  penpals  to  pass 
y2  century  sentence.  Under  18.  please 
write.  I  like  poetry,  UFO’s,  rock  &  class, 
music.  Love  meditation  w/music.  Larry 
Beerli  C-310,  Box  87,  Bldg  N2,  Menard,  IL 
62259. _ (37) 

25,  5'8”,  150,  born  Hawaii,  graduated  high 
school  Omaha  Neb,  returned  Hawaii, 
then  came  FI  as  part  of  swimming/diving 
team  on  tour.  Arrested  for  possesion  of 
marijuana,  sentenced  5  yrs;  3’/2  done,  in¬ 
terested  in  acquiring  steady  correspon¬ 
dence.  Terry  Dettmer  040872,  P.O.  Box 
221,  Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (37) 

Bi-sexual,  28,  5’1 1  ”,  140,  brn  h  &  e. 
Serious-minded,  wish  to  correspond 
w/any  &  everyone  on  regular  basis.  Gil¬ 
bert  Hill  028157,  T-3-S-1 4,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (37) 

22,  GWM,  5’7”,  brn  h,  brn  e,  Virgo.  Inter¬ 
ests:  jogging,  writing  letters,  boxing,  driv¬ 
ing,  painting.  Will  ans  all.  James  Callahan 
F-9677,  P.O.  Box  244,  Graterford,  PA 
19426. _ (35) 

Lonely,  seek  correspondence  w/togefher 
males  interested  in  all  phases  of  life. 
WM,  22,  5’9”,  135,  bind  h,  green  e,  have 
been  considered  for  modeling.  Lanny 
Swift  150-458,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699. _ (35) 

27,  6’,  blk  h,  brn  e,  177.  Attending  college 
program  here.  Seek  correspondence. 
Scott  Robinson  147037,  Box  69,  London, 
OH  43140. _ (35) 

WM,  21,  brn/brn,  6’,  170,  master  of  mild 
bondage,  need  male  to  help  do  time? 
Write  now?  Getting  out  soon.  Ted  Par¬ 
sons  A82430,  Box  112,  Joliet,  I L  60434.  (35) 


SEEKING  MAIL 

from  sincere  concerned  people.  24,  5'6", 
150,  blnde  h,  bl  e,  a  Scorpio.  Anyone  wish¬ 
ing  to  share  some  nice  thoughts  with  me 
write  to  Dave  McMullen  151-677,  Box  69, 
London,  OH  43140. _ (35) 

18,  gay,  5'8”,  bl  e,  bnd  h,  very,  very  lonely. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  other  gays  who 
'are  lonely  also.  Will  be  released  soon  & 
am  in  need  of  a  personal  relationship  & 
friendship.  Rickey  Churchill  Box  2244, 
F7317,  Graterford,  PA  19426. _ (35) 

I  am  lonely,  family  put  me  down  when  dis¬ 
covered  I'm  gay.  Serving  only  2  yrs  but 
want  to  write  someone.  18,  bind  h,  bl  3, 
5'4”,  120.  Jerry  Wayne  Blow  026591,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (35) 

Lonely,  would  like  to  correspond  w/friend 
.&  penpals.  5’9”,  160,  brn  h,  bl  3,  23  yrs  old. 
Will  answer  all.  Randy  Hood  153-452,  Box 

69,  London,  OH  43140. _ (35) 

20,  WM,  5’9”,  160,  bl  e,  bnd  h,  interested 
in  people,  gay  rights,  sports,  hunting, 
writing.  I'm  gay  and  lonely.  Will  ans  all. 
Larry  Brinton  F9496,  P.O.  Box  244,  Grater¬ 
ford,  PA  19426.  (35) 

.  “  1 

5'9'\  lean  bone  rangy  hard.  Not  unmear 
bone  in  my  body.  I  am  going  into  my  eight 
year  here,  looking  for  intellectual  and 
emotional  involvement  related  and  ex¬ 
change  ideas.  Larry  Troy  022401,  63-204. 
FLO.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083.  (34) 

Seek  correspondence  and  friendship 
w/all  concerned  persons,  will  ans  all. 
Libra,  like  bodybuilding,  music,  sports, 
chess,  reading.  Kevin  L.  Hughes  148-077, 
P.O.Box  69,  London,  OH  43140.  (33) 

Will  be  in  prison  for  at  leaf  another  yr.  in 
dire  need  of  correspondence  from  sin¬ 
cere  persons.  All  letters  will  be  appre¬ 
ciated  and  answered.  Edward  Carter 
141-614,  P.O.Box  69,  London,  OH  43140. 

_ _  _(33) 

30,  5  '7 '/2  ",  165,  like  songs  and  playing 
football.  William  K.  Heard  054228, 
U-1-N-6,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 
„  (33) 


{ORGANIZATIONS 


METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER 

Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Commuri- 
ion  every  Weds  at  7  pm.  753-8360. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00 
_  In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/, 
’Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at1 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship]  y,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor- 
ristown,  NJ,  Info:  (201)  691-0388. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcpme.  


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  in  New  York,  give  us  a  calf 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight. _  (20} 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301.  332-4440, 
889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
‘lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa- 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

.Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
(Civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a  pro¬ 
fessional  staff  on  media  representation, 
national  legislation,  information  clearing¬ 
house,  religious  reforms,  corporate  non¬ 
discrimination  statements,  more!  Help 
support  our  work  —  join  now.  $20  mem¬ 
bership  ($5  limited  income)  includes 
Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601 
New  York,  NY  10011. 

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090. 

'  ''  (VI 1/23) 

■'  APRIL  CLEARSPACE  EVENTS 

8  Steering  Committee  Mtg.,  12-3  PM 

8  Volunteer  Day,  3-6  PM 

9  Coming  Out  Intro.,  Open  to  all,  7  PM 

12  Fundraising  Meeting,  7-9  PM 

12  Education  Committee  Mtg.,  8  PM 

12  Drop-In  Center,  8-11  PM 
.13  Bi-Sexuals  Rap,  Open,  7:30  PM 

14  Helping  Hands  Day,  2-5  PM 

(Tentative  —  Call  Center) 

16  Coming  Out  Intro,  7-8  PM 

16  Drop-In  Center,  1-4  PM 

18  Men’s  Connections  —  Joe  Martin, 

Guest  Speaker,  7:30  PM 

19  Drop-In  Center,  8-11  PM 

20  Women’s  Dance,  BYOB,  $1,  8:30  PM 

21  Softball  Practice  —  Open  to  All  — 

M&W  —  Meet  at  Center  at  9:30  AM 

22  Steering  Committee  Mtg.,  2-5  PM 

23  Coming  Out  Intro,  7-8  PM 

25  Women’s  Concerns  (N.O.W.  Lesbian 

Task  Force  —  CR  Kit)  Business 

Meeting,  7  PM  —  Presentation, 

8  PM 

26  Fundraising  Com.  Mtg.,  7-9  PM 

26  Education  Committee  Mtg.,  8  PM 

27  Coffee  House  Nite,  $1,  8  PM 

28  Mystery  Night,  7  PM 

29  Men’s  Painting  &  Photography 

i  Exhibit  &  Sale,  $1  don.,  2-5  PM 
|  29  Batik  Workshop,  2-5  PM 

29  Bowling  &  Brunch,  11  AM  (meet  at 

Center  at  10:30) 

;  30  Drop-In  Center,  1-4  PM 

30  Coming  Out  Intro,  7-8  PM 

V 

VOLUNTEERS  &  STAFFERS  NEEDED 

CLEARSPACE  (617)876-0215 

485  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
'Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
,536-6518.  _ (7-1 0\ 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counselling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2.30-5PM  Sat  for 
women,  and  Sun  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling,  Sun-Tues  6-10  PM.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave  of  Americas, 

NYC.  212-243-8181.  _ _ (fr) 

AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Concerns— New  England  Chapter! 
For  information  and/or  support  reply  to 
GCN  Box  985 _ 

BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an  inclu¬ 
sive  group  of  religious  liberals  working  to 
provide  opportunities  for  community 
building  among  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
meets  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  at 
7:00  p.m.  Lesbians  especially  welcome. 
For  more  infor  call  Bob  Wheatley  at 
.742-2100.  ’  (D49) 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOCUS 

Focus ;  a  bi-monthly  journal  for  lesbians. 
$8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  individual  copy. 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 
Publishes  fiction,  poetry,  reviews, 
essays,  graphics.  Editorial  meetings  first 
Monday  of  every  other  month  (Apr,  June, 
etc.)  at  8  p.m.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We 
need  writers  and  production  people.  A 
good  place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  maga¬ 
zine  together.  Also  need  ad  manager 
desperately. _ 

NEWS  CORRESPONDENTS  WANTED 
from  all  over  for  Gaysweek  to  send  clip¬ 
pings  from  local  press  and  write  occa¬ 
sional  features.  Needed  especially  in 
IN,  IA,  KS,  KY,  Ml,  NE,  NM,  PR, 
TX,  Wl.  For  info  write  GaySweek,  216 

West  18  Street,  N Y ,  NY  10014, _ (ex’, 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  Nqws;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
j$1  for  sample  copy,  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  to:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
(Grand  Central  Sta„  NYC  10017.* _ 

^Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  l&Ver  try 

us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You’re  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  3Q306. 
i'  (c) _ , 

GAY  BOOKS— BOUGHT  &  SOLD 
62  page  catalog  of  3700  scarce  works  $2 
refundable  with  first  purchase.  Elyisian 
Fields,  Booksellers,  81-13GCN,  Broad- 
way,  Elmhurst,  NY  11373. _ (40) 


New  England  Dar  Guide 


CONNECTICUT 


HARTFORD 

NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 
238  Columbus  Blvd. 
EVERGREEN 
Webster  St. 

(women) 

NEW  HAVEN 


PARTNER’S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 
(separate  women’s  room) 
NOBODY’S  FAULT 
334  Whalley  Ave. 

DUNGEON 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 
(leather  &  levis;  men) 

THE  PUB  CAFE 

168  York  (203)  789-8612 

PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  776-1608 

NEW  LONDON 

FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  MILFORD 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 

WATERBURY 


CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 

WESTPORT 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
(203)  226-6204 
VINCENT’S  DISCO 
925  State  St.  East 


MAINE 


AUGUSTA 


FLO’S  TAVERN 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393 


LEWISTON 


BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 

OGUNQU1T 

ANABEL’S 

Rte.  I  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 

LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 

PORTLAND 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 
10  Union  Place 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BOSTON 


BOSTON  EAGLE 
88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
.THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

’  CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing.  Mostly  men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 

HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
.iiPiedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 


PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men.  Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Men.  Movies  Mon.,  5PM 
Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
TOGETHER 
1 10  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed, 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 

BROCKTON 

ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 

CAMBRIDGE 

PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 

LOWELL 


COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 


LYNN 

FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC'S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 


NEW  BEDFORD 


FRIENDS  AND  LOVERS 
145  N.  Front  jt.. 

(617)  993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 


THE  R&R  CLUB 
78  Covel  St. 

(617)  995-8247 

NORTHAMPTON 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 

PROVINCETOWN 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
193 A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 

RANDOLPH 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 

SPRINGFIELD 

THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 

ARBOR  LOUNGE 
Washington  St. 

TYNGSBORO 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 

WORCESTER 

ISAIAH’S 

11  Thomas  St.  * 

THE  MAIL  BOX 
282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 
Disco,  Mixed. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


MANCHESTER 


TUDOR  CAFE 

361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 

NORTH  CONWAY 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 

PORTSMOUTH 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 


RHODE  ISLAND 


CENTRAL  FALLS 


MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 

NEWPORT 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 


FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Weybosset 
THE  GALLERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

LA  BOHEME 

83  Dorrance  St.  (401)  621-8681 

SMITHFIELD 


THE  LOFT 

Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1180 
WOONSOCKET 


THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


VERMONT 

BELLOWS  FALLS 

ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 

FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 


CALENDAR' 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  Is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


7  sot 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Self  defense  Kung  Fu 
orientation  meeting  for  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians.  Wear  loose  clothes.  485  Mass. 
Ave.,  4th  fl.  876-0215.  Noon-2pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Minds  In  Bodies  will 
meet  EVERY  SATURDAY,  4-6pm  at  Clear- 
space,  485  Mass  Ave,  A  self-help  work¬ 
shop  in  yoga,  nutrition,  meditation  and 
massage  tor  lesbians  and  gay  males. 
Wear  loose  clothing,  bring  a  nutritious 
snack.  $1  donation.  Info:  661-8068. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  dance  for 
women  over  30  at  Clearspace,  485  Mass 
Ave.  8pm.  BYOB;  $1  donation.  876-0215. 


0  sun 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing,  Peabody  Rm,  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard.  12:30-3pm. 

Boston  —  “We  Have  Done  With  Your  Edu¬ 
cation!"  —  a  rally  to  protest  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  feminists  in  universities.  Mary 
Daly,  Adrienne  Rich,  Jan  Raymond,  Emily 
Culpepper.  Special  guests  Willie  Tyson 
and  Susan  Abod.  Morse  Aud.,  602  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.  7pm.  $4  suggested  dona¬ 
tion. 

Boston  —  WROR  (98.5  FM)  will  be  airing  a 
seven-week  series  entitled  “Gay  Rights 
Under  the  Law"  beginning  this  evening  at 
10pm.  This  week's  program  is  on  gay 
prisoners,  with  Margot  Karle  from  the 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  Fund. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Volunteer  Uay  at  Clear¬ 
space,  485  Mass.  Ave.  Looking  for  people 
who  want  to  get  involved  in  the  activities 
at  Clearspace  or  who  want  to  know  more 
about  the  Center.  3-6pm.  876-0215. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  "Closet  Space" 
(WCAS,  740AMI  presents  "Men  Changing 
Men,"  the  organizers  of  a  men's  con¬ 
sciousness  weekend  focus  on  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  men  grappling  with  identities 
and  roles.  10am. 


9  mon 


Boston  —  Army  ot  Lovers,  a  new  film  by 
Rosa  von  Praunheim,  will  be  shown  in  a 
benefit  screening  for  GLAD  and  FAG 
RAG.  Tennessee  Williams,  Sarah  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Christopher  Isherwood,  John 
Rechy  and  Boston  Boise  Committee 
members  featured.  Two  showings  at  the 
South  Station  Cinema  (across  from  South 
S'ation)  at  8  and  10pm.  $3  donation. 


40  tues 


Boston  —  The  April  GCN  Collective  meet¬ 
ing  and  the  semiannual  membership 
meeting  will  take  place  together  at 
6:30pm,  22  Bromfleld.  All  members  of  the 
gay  community  are  welcome. 


4  4  wed 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride 
Week  Committee  is  holding  a  meeting  to 
work  on  this  coming  June's  parade,  com¬ 
munity  involvement  and  activities.  Red 
Bookstore,  136  River  St.  7:30pm. 


42  thurs 


Boston  —  UMass  Gay  People's  Group 
presents  the  film  Gertrude  Stein:  When 
You  See  This  Remember  Me,  at  7pm. 
Harbor  Campus.  FREE. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  D  O  B.  business  meet¬ 
ing  at  8pm  for  all  interested  women.  1 151 
Mass  Ave.  (Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  “Man-made  diseases." 
A  presentation  by  Nancy  Miller  and  Mary 
Ann  Cromer.  7:30pm  at  Amaranth.  134 
Hampshire.  FREE. 

NYC  —  West  Side  Discussion  Group 
presents  "Gay  Health  Problems”  featur¬ 
ing  Michael  Markham,  Rick  Sadovsky  and 
Milton  Lounsberry.  Free  hepatitis  tests 
available  following  program.  Unisex.  $2 
donation.  26  9th  Ave.  at  14th  Sf.  8:30pm. 
NYC  —  Gay  Women's  Alternative  pre¬ 
sents  an  evening  with  Kate  Millett,  at  the 
Universalist  Church,  Central  Park  West  at 
76th  St.  8pm.  Women  only. 

40  fri 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  is  holding 
a  bisexuality  rap  at  the  center,  485  Mass 
Ave.  7:30pm.  Topic  of  discussion  will  be 
femininity  and  masculinity.  Open  to  all. 
876-0215. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Harvard-Radcliffe 
Gay  Students  Assoc,  will  have  a  disco 
dance  in  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  9pm-1am.  College  ID  required. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  A  group  of  fat  lesbians 
are  forming  a  support/consciousness 
raising/political  action  group,  to  examine 
their  oppression  as  fat  lesbians  and  strug¬ 
gle  against  the  self-hatred  produced  by 
that  oppression.  This  is  not  a  weight  loss 
group.  Open  meeting  at  the  Cambridge 
Women’s  Center,  7pm.  Info:  776-2793  or 
547-2874. 


Boston/Cambridge  —  Gay  Recreational 
Activities  Committee  (GRAC)  is  having  a 
"Spring  Affair.”  Raffles,  dance,  white 
elephant,  books,  plants,  reception  for 
Barney  Frank,  Mel  King,  Robin  Mac- 
Cormack,  Ann  Maguire  and  other 
"gractivities"!  Various  locations  —  see 
News  Notes,  page  2. 


44  sot 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Amaranth  presents 
Diana  Davies.  Terrific  original  songs  and 
guitar  music.  134  Hampshire.  8pm.  Pass 
the  hat. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  men  join 
together  in  an  outreach  program  for  gay 
shut-ins.  Helping  hands  day  from  2-5pm. 
876-0215  for  info. 


45  sun 


Boston  —  WROR  (98.6  FM)  is  airing  a 
seven-week  series  entitled  "Gay  Rights 
Under  the  Law"  at  10pm  EVERY  SUNDAY. 
This  second  program  presents  Frank 
Kameny  on  "The  Original  Gay  Rights 
Ordinance." 

Cambridge,  MA  —  “Closet  Space" 
(WCAS,  740AM)  presents  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Advocates  and  Defenders.  "What 
Are  the  Legal  Rights  of  Gay  People?" 
Legal  questions  answered  by  members  of 
GLAD.  10am. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Red  Bookstore  pre¬ 
sents  "Violence  Against  Women  In  the 
Media,"  a  slide  show  by  Women  Against 
Violence  Against  Women,  136  River  St. 
near  Central  Square.  3pm.  Donation  $1.25 
or  bring  baked  goods. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  Committee  to 
Challenge  Anti-Semitism  is  sponsoring  a 
series  of  forums  on  Jewish  women.  This 
week:  A  view  of  ourselves,  the  images  and 
stereotypes  we  have  of  ourselves  as 
Jewish  women.  ALL  are  welcome.  Hillel 
Library,  Radcliffe  College,  59  Shepard  St. 
3-5:30pm.  $1.50  donation.  Info:  876-6374. 
NYC  —  Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
(GALA!)  presents  "Homosexuality  in 
Genesis:  or,  The  Salty  Secrets  of  Lot's 
Wife."  156  5th  Ave.,  Rm.  505  (20th  St. 
entrance,  ring  bell). 

Boston  —  BUUGL  meeting  (Boston  Uni- 
terian  Universalist  Gays  and  Lesbians): 
“A  Seder  for  Gay  People."  Clarke  Rm,  2nd 
fl„  Boylston  St.  entrance  to  Arlington  St. 
Church.  7pm.  , 

46  mon 

Boston  —  Poetry  and  prose  readings  from 
Focus,  a  journal  for  lesbians.  $2  donation, 


at  Common  Stock,  48  Boylston  St.,  Brook¬ 
line  Village  on  the  T. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Community  Serv¬ 
ices  of  Rhode  Island  general  membership 
meeting.  Newcomers  welcome.  7:30pm. 
(Open  by-laws  committee  meeting  at 
6:30pm.)  44  Washington  St..  Rm.  307.  Info: 
751-3322. 

47  tues 

Washington,  DC  —  Gay  Community 
Center  Spring  Lecture  Series  will  feature 
Barbara  Miller  and  Harry  Baker  speaking 
on  real  estate  in  Washington.  8pm.  All 
welcome.  1496  Church  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Community 
Health  Center  presents  "Lesbian  Fertility 
Consciousness/Body  Awareness.”  An 
opportunity  for  lesbians  to  share  and 
learn  more  about  their  body  cycles.  A 
series  of  4-6  week  self-help  groups.  Info: 
547-2302. 

NYC  —  West  Side  Discussion  Group  pre¬ 
sents  "Love  and  Infatuation  —  How  Do 
You  Know?”  Psychotherapist.  Women 
only.  $2  donation.  26  9th  Ave.  at  14th  St. 
8:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Task  Force  of 
the  Boston  Chapter  of  NOW  at  National 
Organization  for  Women  headquarters,  99 
Bishop  Allen  Drive,  Central  Square, 
6:30pm.  Open  to  all  women  interested  in 
joining  NOW.  Info:  661-6015. 

46  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  potluck  dinner,  followed  by  an  out¬ 
reach  meeting  for  planning  June's  activi¬ 
ties  to  better  meet  the  needs  of  members 
of  the  larger  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ties.  7:30pm.  42  Bigelow  St.,  Apt.  1.  Info: 
661-8068. 


20  fri 


Binghamton,  NY  —  Fifth  Annual  New 
York  State  Lesbian  Conference,  April 
20-22  Workshops,  political  discussions 
and  entertainment.  Info:  Lesbian  Reality, 
(607)  722-3629  or  724-8840  evenings. 


5  sot 


Boston  —  Mass.  Statewide  Conference 
on  Lesbian  and  Gay  People's  March  on 
Washington.  Caucuses,  committee  work, 
speakers,  discussions.  Arlington  St. 
Church.  Please  pre-register  by  sending 
the  requested  tee  of  $5  to  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington,  GCN  Box  20, 22  Bromlleld,  Boston 
02108.  The  conference  will  be  held  from 
9am-5pm 


□  New 

□  Renewal 

Rates 

□  3  years  (150  issues) 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 

□  25  weeks 

□  12  weeks 


Subscription  Form 


$47.00 

33.50 

17.50 
10.00 

5.00 


All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  "GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the  mail. 
Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for 
mailing  GCN. 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 
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These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA. 
Add  20%  for  foreign  subscriptions. 

Name _ 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Address 
City _ 


Expiration  Date. 

y 


State 


Zip 


□  VISA  □  MASTER  CHARGE 


